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Introduction

Thank you for the background paper for this session  

We support the recommendations.

In preparing for this session we consulted with disabled people and their organisations. The feedback we received focused on inclusiveness of all disabled people in the Convention, attention to the poverty of disabled people, and the importance of celebrating the achievement of the Convention. 

First steps
· APF first put the Convention on the agenda five years ago 
· Virtually no government support for the Convention from APF member states

· Ongoing work by APF members made a huge impact persuading
individual governments to engage
Negotiations
· Collective support for an APF representative at the negotiation
· Anuradha Mohit, supported by the expert advice of Andrew Byrnes, made a significant contribution to the process of examining the issues and debating development of the Convention. She also represented the ICC
Negotiations
· APF initiative

 - led to the appointment of the ICC representative, Charlotte McClain who was a member of the working group which developed the first draft of the Convention.
· Recognised role of NHRIs 

· was a first

· influenced both governments and NGOs

· raised the international profile of NHRIs
APF Working Group
· Influential within the APF region and beyond to other regions. The working group produced several influential papers, particularly on monitoring. 
· Effectively supported by the APF Secretariat
· Focussed the individual and collective roles of APF member institutions in finalising the shape of the Convention. It is important to record and celebrate this contribution.
Where next?
· Translation of the Convention into grassroots change 
· Development of the APF collective initiative of 
the international monitoring database and NHRIs continue to engage on monitoring
· Partnerships with: 
governments and with civil society, in particular

disabled people
DPOs. The meetings in New York to negotiate the Convention provided a model for disabled people and their organisations working together with states and NHRIs as equals on an equal basis.
· Engagement between NHRIs and DPOs

·  There is a critical need for capacity building.
· There is some reluctance among disabled people in our region to engage with NHRIs because of a lack of understanding of our role and because of their internalised stigma. 
· Engagement with governments

· on ratification implementation and monitoring 
· Engagement between NHRIs and DPOs

·  at national regional and international level

· Engagement with governments
· on ratification implementation and monitoring 
· Share best practice among NHRIs
· Inclusive approach:
· across disability groups including mental health and intellectual disability groups.
· across other communities e.g. women, indigenous peoples taking an intersectional approach
· Accessible communication
· Education about the Convention for disabled and non-disabled people – (resource at www.humanrightsyes.org)
The NZ Commission is engaging with government and will be holding a round table with DPOs later next month, (October)
Nothing about us – without us!
