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I.
INTRODUCTION

1.
The motto of the National Human Rights Commission is “Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah”.  Happiness and health for all is sought to be achieved through a rights-based regime where respect for human beings and their dignity is cardinal.  The Constitution of India provides the basic framework for this rights based regime.  The constitutional framework is complemented by several legislations and institutional mechanisms that serve to respect, protect and promote human rights.  In addition to this domestic framework, the international conventions to which India is a party also form the basis of human rights protection.
2.
The National Human Rights Commission of India was set up in 1993 for “better protection of human rights and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto”.  It is a statutory and autonomous body, which works independently.  It has full financial and functional autonomy and has a wide mandate.
3.
Over the last 14 years, the Commission has endeavoured to give a positive meaning and content to the objectives set out in the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993.  During this period,  the Commission has also worked vigorously and effectively to create awareness and to sensitize public authorities for promoting and protecting human rights in the country.

4.
In the early years after inception, the Commission focused on civil and political rights like terrorism and insurgency, prisons, monitoring of custodial deaths, cases in detention, including mental homes and juvenile justice homes etc. However, in the succeeding years, the economic, social and cultural rights have also been given prominence.  It is the belief of the Commission that all rights are inter-related and inter-dependent.  Apart from working for the eradication of bonded labour and child labour and the rights of the children, women and other weaker or marginalized sections of the society, the Commission has also undertaken work in other fields, such as, right to health, food and education, right of displaced persons due to natural and man made calamities etc 
5.
The Commission received only 496 complaints of violation of human rights in 1993-94, the first year of its establishment.  The number steadily increased over the years and during the financial year 2007-2008, the Commission received 100,616 complaints.  The Commission disposed off 101,272 complaints which included complaints carried forward from the previous years.  The phenomenal increase in the number of complaints is indicative of growing awareness amongst the people in the country as well as increased faith in the Commission.  In 188 cases, the Commission recommended immediate interim relief of Rs.5,64,26,500 during 2007-2008 and in Punjab Mass Cremation case the interim relief is to a tune of Rs.25, 75, 25,000/-.
II.
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS
6.
The following are some of the important activities undertaken by the Commission to monitor the economic, social and cultural rights:-

Human Rights Awareness Programme in 28 backward Districts
7.
 The Commission selected 28 backward districts in the country, one in each State, for direct interaction with their field level functionaries with a view to spread human rights awareness at cutting edge level in the administration and also to facilitate better assessment of enforcement of various measures related to human rights.  In this effort, the special attention will be on  (i) food security, (ii) right to education, (iii) right to health, hygiene and sanitation, (iv) custodial justice, (v) human rights issues of Scheduled Castes(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), (vi) right to culture and protection of Community Assets and (vii) right to life, living conditions and nature of responsibility of Government and Panchayat (unit of local self-government)

8.
In pursuance of this programme, the Chairperson and officers of NHRC visited Chamba District in Himachal Pradesh from 1st  to 5th July, 2008 and had detailed discussions with district level functionaries, elected representatives in local bodies and NGOs.
Right to Health
9.
The Commission has been stressing that health and education are two basic human rights and are part of our fundamental rights.  Keeping in view the rights approach, the Commission has been impressing upon the State functionaries that they are duty bound to do their best to realize these rights.  

10.
With a view to discuss the availability of trained manpower in remote parts of the country, a meeting with the Medical Council of India, Indian Nursing Council and Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India was held on 30 August, 2007 in the Commission. After extensive deliberations, the Commission recommended to the Government to make necessary changes in the Indian Medical Council Act to have one year compulsory rural attachment of the MBBS students before their registration.  To increase intake of students for Psychiatry courses, the Commission has recommended to the Medical Council of India to relax its norms.  With a view to improve the emergency medical service in the country, the Medical Council of India approved a course in M.D.(emergency medicine) on the recommendation of the Commission.
11.
The Indian Nursing Council, on the recommendation of the Commission, approved the syllabus of Nursing, Midwifery to ensure effective service to the population.    The Commission has also taken up among others, the issues of unsafe drugs and medical devices, silicosis and availability of anti rabies vaccines. 

12.
 The representatives of the Commission have been visiting Mental Hospitals across the country to monitor the implementation of its recommendations on ‘Quality Assurance in Mental Health’.  To review and update the Manual on Quality Assurance in Mental Health, the Commission organized a conference of all Health Secretaries and State Mental Health Authorities at Bangalore in May, 2008 in collaboration with the National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences, Bangalore (NIMHANS).

HIV/AIDS and Human Rights

13.
In order to spread human rights awareness among people, the Commission has taken the initiative of producing a series of short films on selected human rights issues.  One such film and a video spot are on the rights of persons infected/affected by HIV/AIDS.  This film and video spot were telecast by Doordarshan (National Channel) and other private channels. This is also shown in various awareness programmes.  
Persons with Disabilities
14.
The National Human Rights Commission of India played a major role in the drafting of the UN Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities and advocated for inserting Art.33 relating to national implementation and monitoring mechanisms.  Therefore, it advocated for its early ratification with the Government of India, which has since been done in the year 2007.  As a follow up action, the Commission appointed a Special Rapporteur on Women, Children and Disability related issues and constituted a Core Advisory Group on Disability to advise the Commission on matters connected with and incidental to the promotion, protection and monitoring of rights mentioned in the Indian Constitution and laws for persons with disabilities and also envisaged in Art. 33 (2) of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

15.
In the light of its role as envisaged in Art.33 of CRPD, the NHRC, India is organizing regional workshops during the year in different parts of the country to assess the enforcement of rights of the persons with disabilities with particular reference to their education, employment, access and services.  The Commission has evolved a format to collect detailed information with regard to right to education, employment, access and services being provided to persons with disabilities.

16.
The Commission, deeply concerned about the education of deaf children, identified the lack of training in sign language as the major constraint.  In order to standardize the sign language for deaf persons which can be introduced in teachers training, the Commission played a catalytic role to evolve a project entitled ” Indian Sign Language for Deaf Persons” through the National Institute of Hearing Impaired, Mumbai.

Rights of the Internally Displaced Persons

17.
To discuss the human rights implications of displacement following conflict, development projects, and natural and manmade disasters, the Commission organized the National Conference on “Relief and Rehabilitation of Displaced Persons” on March 24-25, 2008 at New Delhi. All key stakeholders, including Chairperson/Members of State Human Rights Commissions, government officials of both the Central and State governments, officials of the National Disaster Management Authority, UN agencies and NGOs participated in this conference.  The participants deliberated on various human rights issues related to displacement and made several recommendations on land acquisition and relief and rehabilitation of displaced persons from human rights perspective. The Commission is currently finalizing the recommendations which will be sent to all concerned agencies.

Trafficking

18.
The National Human Rights Commission of India is working relentlessly to help in prevention and combating of human trafficking. Special attention is being given to the plight of women and children being exposed to such a heinous crime. At the request of the UNHCHR as well as recommendation of the APF of NHRIs, the NHRC, India nominated one of its members as a focal point on Human Rights of women, including human trafficking.  The Commission in collaboration with the National Commission for Women has assisted the Ministry of Women and Child Development in the Government of India in formulating a Plan of Action to Prevent and Combat Trafficking with special focus on women and children.
Food Security
19.
The National Human Rights Commission has consistently maintained that the Right to Food is inherent to living a life with dignity.  The Commission has expressed the view that the Right to Food includes nutrition at an appropriate level. It also implies that the quantum of relief to those in distress must meet those levels in order to ensure that the Right to Food is actually secured and does not remain a theoretical concept.  The Commission is of the view that mortality alone should not be considered as the effect of starvation but destitution and the continuum of distress should be viewed as indicators demonstrating the prevalence of starvation.  There is thus an accompanying need for a paradigm shift in public policies and relief codes in this respect.

20.
The Commission has constituted a Core Group on Right to Food with experts in the field.  In last meeting of the Core Group, it was observed that Panchayats, being burdened with so many other responsibilities may not be in a position to pay focused attention to this aspect in all the areas in their jurisdiction.  Hence a need for the constitution of watch committees at various levels in States was felt.  The purpose of these independent committees is to see implementation of the related schemes, availability of food grains and their proper distribution and report to the concerned authorities in the State or to the SHRC/NHRC directly in some select cases, as the case may be.

III.
CIVIL & POLITICAL RIGHTS

21.
Besides evolving stringent reporting system and guidelines, the Commission continued to monitor custodial deaths, rapes, deaths in alleged fake encounters etc.  Besides redressing individual complaints, the Commission also stressed the need for systemic reforms in the Police and Prisons.  The Commission continued to monitor conditions in prisons. The Commission took up, among others, over crowding in prisons, medical treatment of prisoners, sensitization of prison staff.  In October, 2007, the Chairperson, NHRC, India addressed a letter to Chief Ministers of all States and Union Territories highlighting the need for modernization of jails and also the Chief Justices of all High Courts requesting them to take steps for speedy trial and we are receiving the response for the same.  
22.
There are 15024 deaths in judicial custody and 2222 in police custody since 1.9.1993.  These deaths are reported within 24 hours to NHRC and analysed by NHRC.  Out of the above, 10658 deaths in judicial custody and 1485 deaths in police custody are due to natural causes but in 153 deaths in judicial custody and 158 deaths in police custody, the NHRC has recommended interim relief, prosecution and departmental action against defaulting personnel.
Violent incidents in Nandigram area of East Midnapur District, West Bengal.

23.
The Commission intervened in the matter of violence that occurred between the ruling party supporters and the Bhoomi Ucched Pratirodh Committee (BUPC) – an organization to channelize the protest against the proposed land acquisition by the State Government and resultant police firing on 14 March, 2007 and the incidents of group clashes in November, 2007 in Nandigram area of East Midnapur District of West Bengal.  The incident has its origin in the decision of the State Government of West Bengal to set up a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) and a chemical hub in an area of about 10,000 acres in Nandigram area of East Midnapur District of West Bengal. The police firing on 14 March, 2007 resulted in death of 14 persons and injuries to 300 people including 52 policemen.  In the subsequent event of blockade and group clashes from 6th to 12th November, 2007, seven persons were killed and 32 persons, including 16 police personnel sustained injuries.  Several houses and other properties were damaged either fully or partially.  The Commission,  after considering the reports of the State Government and its own investigation team, made certain general observations regarding the role to be played by the ruling party, opposition, media etc.  It also constituted a Committee under its Secretary General for suggesting quantum of compensation for damage that occurred and to ensure that monetary relief does not fall into wrong hands and reaches the genuine persons.  The Committee visited the areas and has made recommendations which have been accepted by the Commission and conveyed to the State authorities for implementation.
Incidents of violence by Salwa Judum activists and Naxalites in Chhattisgarh.
24.
 The petitioners Ms.Nandini Sundar & others in their complaints before the Supreme Court of India prayed for directions to the State Government (i) to refrain from supporting the activities of the Salwa Judum, (ii) independent and impartial inquiry into the incident of killings, abductions, rapes and gross violation of human rights by the security forces and the Salwa Judum activists, in endeavouring to counter the Naxalites and to investigate the killings by the Naxalites, (iii) grant of compensation etc. 
25.
The Supreme Court of India on consideration of the matter on 15.4.2008, directed thus:- 

“After hearing both sides, we feel that in view of the serious allegations relating to violation of human rights by Naxalites and Salwa Judum and the living conditions in the refugee settlement colonies, it will be appropriate if the National Human Rights Commission examines/verifies these allegations.  We leave it to the NHRC to appoint an appropriate fact finding Committee with such members as it deems fit and make available its report to this Court within eight weeks”

26.
Pursuant to the directions of the Supreme Court of India, the Commission deputed a Fact Finding Team comprising its Deputy Inspector General of Police, two Senior Superintendents of Police and other officers in the Investigation Division to inquire into the allegations of large scale human rights violations by Salwa Judum activists, naxalites and security forces in the State of Chhattisgarh. The team of the Commission undertook strenuous visit to the remote tribal  and  forest areas for collecting facts.  There were incidents of attack on police by some groups during the visit of the team.  Threat to their lives did not deter the team from performing their assigned task and they completed the visit displaying enormous courage.  The report of the team was being finalized for submission before the Apex Court for its consideration.
IV.
STATE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONS

27.
Section 21 of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 provides for constitution of State Human Rights Commission (SHRC).  Seventeen states in India have constituted SHRCs.  

28.
The National Human Rights Commission of India is keen that such State Human Rights Commissions are set up in every State so that the redressal mechanism is easily accessible to the citizens in all parts of the country and NHRC can concentrate more on the larger issue rather than individual complaints.   The Commission has suggested to those States which have not yet constituted State Human Rights Commissions to favourably consider the same at the earliest.  Further, the Commission has taken initiative to hold regular interactions with the State Human Rights Commissions to explore and further strengthen areas of cooperation and partnership.

29.
A meeting of the NHRC and SHRCs was held on November 19, 2007 in New Delhi for better coordination and to develop joint strategies for emerging challenges.  Under the capacity building of the State Human Rights Commission, the National Human Rights Commission of India has made a special provision in its own budget to strengthen the SHRCs by way of installing Complaint Information and Management Systems (CIMS) and impart training to those Commissions which want to incorporate it in their Commissions.   Towards achieving this, on the recommendations of the Commission, the Planning Commission, Govt. of India has approved allocation of Rs.10 crores in the 11th Five Year Plan with an annual allocation of Rs.2 crores each year to NHRC to strengthen the SHRCs and to complete the installation of CMS package in the SHRCs expeditiously.  

Human Rights Courts  

30.
Section 30 of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 has provided for setting up of Human Rights Courts for the purpose of providing speedy trial of offences arising out of violation of human rights.  
V.
Commission’s interaction with NGOs

31.
Encouraging the efforts of the Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) working in the field of Human Rights is a statutory responsibility of the Commission under Section 12 (i) of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993.  

32.
A Core Group of NGOs has been constituted to encourage the efforts of the NGOs. The Core Group provides the Commission with crucial inputs regarding the hopes, aspirations and expectation of the civil society from the Commission.  The Core Group of NGOs is expected to play a positive role in this regard.  

33.
Besides the Core Group of NGOs, the Commission has also set up Core Group of Experts on specified subjects related to Human Right issues to advise the Commission on complex technical issues. Some of the important Core Groups that have been set up by the Commission are:

i) Core Group on Mental Health.

ii) Core Group on Right to Food. 

iii) Core Group on Disability. 

iv) Core Group on Health.

v) Core Group of Lawyers. 

These Core Group also include some experts associated with NGOs

34.
The Commission constantly associates NGOs in its programmes related to human rights issues. For example, Jan Swasthya Abhiyan is associated in Right to Health survey. In the programme in 28 select districts local NGOs are being invited in the deliberations.  In regional workshops on disability the regional NGOs collaborate actively with NHRC.
Special Rapporteurs
35.
The Commission has appointed 4 Special Rapporteurs on the subjects of (i) Bonded/Child Labour and conditions in Mental Hospitals (ii) Women, Child and Persons with Disability, (iii) Civil and Political Rights and (iv) Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  Besides, Special Rapporteurs have been appointed in five zones to visit the areas and give feed back to the Commission on human rights issues.  
VI.
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions (ICC) Meetings.

36.
The Commission participated in the Expanded Bureau Meeting of the International Coordinating Committee (ICC) held on 12-14 December, 2007 in Geneva and later in the 20th Session of the meeting of the ICC from 14 to 18  April, 2008 at Geneva.  There was appreciation for the Commission’s offer to host the web-site of all NHRIs.  The Commission actively participated, among others, in sessions relating to UPR and role of NHRIs in poverty alleviation.  On two points the Indian delegation laid special emphasis.  The first related to fund raising by ICC.  India expressed that the funds raising should be transparent and funds should be accepted only from the sources whose credibility is well established.  The second related to the accreditation procedure. 
Cooperation and coordination with APF Member Institutions
37.
The NHRC, India has been participating in technical cooperation and assistance programmes with the NHRIs in the Asia Pacific Region for better protection and promotion of human rights.  

38.
A four day Sub-Regional Workshop on National Inquiries was hosted by the National Human Rights Commission of India from October 29 to November 1, 2007.  The workshop was jointly organized by the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions and Raoul Wallenberg Institute (RWI) of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, University of Lund, Sweden.  The workshop aimed to provide the representatives with a step by step understanding of the process of conducting National Inquiries.  The deliberations included a number of issues like the Right to Food, Mental Illness, accessible public land transport for people with disabilities, torture, homeless children and Right to Health.

Workshop on Strengthening Advisory Council of Jurists

39.
The Workshop on Strengthening the Advisory Council of Jurists was organized by the National Human Rights Commission in collaboration with the Asia Pacific Forum (APF) of National Human Rights Institutions of NHRIs in New Delhi on February 27-28, 2008.

40.
The purpose of the workshop was to bring together a representative group of Forum Councilors and Jurists to consider, among other things, the most effective ways to utilize the expertise of the ACJ; how to improve procedures for the selection and development of references and the implementation and monitoring of their recommendations; how to clarify and strengthen the relationship between the Forum Council and the ACJ and between NHRIs and their ACJ nominees.
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism
41.
The National Human Rights of India, in partnership with others, advocated for the effective participation of NHRIs in the Human Rights Council which resulted in the Human Rights Council Resolution 5/1 on “Institution-Building”.  In pursuance, the Commission has taken a very pro-active role at every stage relating to preparation of papers for UPR and in holding consultations with stakeholders.  In its independent paper for UPR, the Commission flagged important human rights challenges relating to education, right to food, right to health, rights of women, children and persons with disability. While reviewing international human rights commitments, the Commission stressed the need to ratify the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the Torture Convention. The Commission’s statement has been placed on our own website as well as on the website of OHCHR.

42.
The representative of the Commission attended the plenary session of the Human Rights Council to adopt the final outcome relating to India under UPR on 10th June, 2008 and presented a statement on behalf of the Commission.  The representative stressed that the UPR process held great potential for the protection and promotion of human rights. 
International Seminars and Workshops

43.
The Commission participated in various seminars and workshops abroad which included (i) the workshop conducted by the UNHCR Centre, Tokyo on “Basics of International Humanitarian Response’ from 2-9 October, 2007 (ii) placement programme with the National Human Rights Commission from 9-17 October, 2007 at Seoul, South Korea (iii) Regional Workshop on the Establishment of National Human Rights Institutions in Asia from 15-17 October, 2007 (iv) training programme on human rights and migrant workers in Asia Pacific Region from 15-19 October, 2007 (v) Commonwealth Asia Colloquium on Gender Culture & Law from 30-31 October, 2007 (vi) ‘Commonwealth National Human Rights Institution Forum meeting from 19-20 November, 2007 at Kampala, Uganda (vii) Regional Training Programme in Human Rights from 19-28 November, 2007 (viii) Sensitization Course on Trafficking and Migration of Children for Labour organized by the ILO in Italy from 21-25 January, 2008 and (ix) the UPR meeting organized by the Commonwealth Secretariat in London from 17-18 March, 2008

Exchanges and other interactions with foreign delegates in the Commission

44.
The Commission exchanged views on protection and promotion of human rights with various foreign delegates who visited the Commission viz. (i) Lutyens Trust, UK, (ii) the Members of Royal College of Defence Studies, UK (iii) Mr.Brad Adams, Executive Director, Human Rights Watch (iv) a team from All China Women’s Federation, China (v) Mr.Paul Hunt, UN Special Rapporteur on Right to Environment to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of Physical and Mental Health’ (vi) a delegation of Mongolia on “Access to Justice and Human Rights” (vii) Prof. Michael Stein, Executive Director, Harvard Project on Disability, Harvard Law School, Cambridge (viii) Ms.Asma Jahangir, UN Special Rapporteur on “Freedom of Religion and Belief” (ix) Mr. Pierre Sane, Assistant Director General, Social and Human Sciences Sector, UNESCO, Paris (x) a delegation from Irish Parliament’s Joint Committee on Constitution, (xi) a delegation from National Human Rights Commission of Rwanda (xii) Mr. Erik Kurweil, Political Consular, German Embassy, New Delhi and (xiii) two staff members of Indonesian Human Rights Commission.
45.
A delegation of two staff members along with the vice president of the National Commission for Human Rights, Rwanda visited the Commission on a study trip from 29 March to 9 April, 2008.  The delegates exchanged their experiences with our Commission. Another delegation consisting of two staff members of Indonesian Human Rights Commission also visited the Commission from 28 April to 12 May, 2008 on a study trip.  The delegates were given first hand knowledge of the functioning of all divisions of the Commission.
46.
Based on the request of the OHCHR, the National Human Rights Commission of India sent two of its staff members to Rwandan Human Rights Commission to assist them in developing their Complaint Management System from 26 November-7th December, 2007.  The Commission also sent two staff members to the Ugandan Human Rights Commission from 11 to 25 February, 2008 respectively

NHRC, India delegation to Irish Human Rights Commission, Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission and the United Kingdom.
48.
A high level delegation led by Chairperson, NHRC, India visited the Irish Human Rights Commission at Dublin, Ireland on 11th April, 2008 and held discussions with Mr. Maurice Manning, President, Irish Human Rights Commission.  The two sides discussed about the various activities undertaken by both the Commissions for better protection of human rights and agreed to collaborate and cooperate closely with each other in future.

49.
The NHRC, India delegation later visited the Belfast and held discussions with Prof. Monica McWilliams, Chief Commissioner, Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission.  The discussions covered activities taken up by both Commissions and scope for collaboration.  Later, the NHRC, India delegation visited the United Kingdom and held discussions  with the Secretary General, Commonwealth Secretariat and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, U.K. on matters of mutual interest.

A new Website of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs).
50.
During the meeting of International Coordinating Committee (ICC) held at Geneva, Switzerland from 11 – 15 December, 2007, it was decided that the National Human Rights Commission of India will develop, host and maintain the Website for NHRIs.   The earlier website of National Human Rights Institutions www.nhri.net was being maintained by Danish Institute for Human Rights, till March 2008. The Grant Agreement between the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the National Human Rights Commission of India was signed on 14 March 2008.   A new email ID viz., nhrc.india@nic.in has been opened and given to all concerned in OHCHR and NHRCs for receiving the material to be posted on the website.  NHRC,  India has improved the home page and NHRI website is up to date with all details sent by OHCHR hosted on the website. 

VII.
HUMAN RIGHTS AWARENESS PROGRAMMES
Training
51.
The Training Division, established in September, 1993, is imparting training to the officials of the Central and the State Governments, field functionaries and the representatives of NGOs, Universities etc.  The main objective is to sensitize the participants of various levels/groups on Human Rights and equip them to work with more sensitivity in their respective fields with a Rights Based Approach.  The methodology adopted in the seminars/workshops/trainings is lecture method, group discussions, syndicate report, action plan etc.  The participants are exposed to international and national level Human Rights Conventions and Law and Culture. 

Internship training programe
52.  The Commission has been conducting the “Summer Internship Programmes” since 1998, and in 2000 the Winter Internship Programme was introduced with a view to spread awareness of human rights issues among university students.  The Winter Internship programme 2007 organized by the Commission was commenced on December 17,  2007 and ended on January 16, 2008.   This year the programme covered 102 sessions on various issues including  interaction with Chairperson and Members of the Commission, State presentations, project work presentation, field visits to SOS Children’s Village, Faridabad, Tihar Jail, Sulabh International, Social Service Organizations in Delhi, Government Hospital etc.  The project report covered issues like prisons, development and Human Rights, child rights and trafficking, religion and Human Rights, Human Rights Development Index, farmer suicides, migrant workers, fact finding, scrutiny of complaints, IT in Human Rights Promotion etc.  In all 46 interns comprising 19 girls and 27 boys from various States of India completed their internship.
Publications
53.
The Publication Wing under the Information and Public Relations Division of the Commission plays an important role in creating awareness amongst the people regarding their human rights.  The Wing has a good number of publications relating to Human Rights.  They include Monthly News Letters,    National Old Age Pension Scheme:  Issues of Policy and Governance, Journal of National Human Rights Commission,  Human Rights Manual for District Magistrate (sent to all 605 districts), Human Rights Best Practices relating to Criminal Justice in a Nutshell, Handbook on Human Rights for Judicial Officers    ( available with 12,000 judicial officers),  Theme Based Wall Calendar, Right to  Health Booklet for Elderly Persons and the Hindi journal Nai Dishayien. The ‘Know your rights’ series brought out by the Commission has proved highly useful in spreading human rights awareness.  
VIII.
CONCLUSION

54.
There exist many challenges on the human rights horizon today - poverty, food security, terrorism, iniquities in global economic order, to mention but a few.  To confront these effectively, free and frank exchange of views, coordination at regional and international levels, convergence in resources and technical cooperation have great value.  The Commission is of the view that cooperation and coordination at various levels, be it national, regional and international, is essential for better protection and promotion of human rights.  There is much that NHRIs can learn from each other’s experiences and best practices.
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