THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASIA PACIFIC FORUM OF NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

28th to 31st July 2008, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
APF CONFERENCE

CONCLUDING STATEMENT

Introduction

1. The Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (the APF), consisting of the national human rights institutions (NHRIs) of Malaysia, Afghanistan, Australia, India, Indonesia, Jordan, the Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Palestine, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Timor-Leste, held this Thirteenth Annual Meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 28th to 31st July 2008.  

2. Dato Seri Azalina binti Othman Said, Minister of Tourism read the keynote speech of Datuk Seri Najib Razak, Rt. Hon Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia who was unable to attend.  Tan Sri Abu Talib Othman, Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia delivered a speech at the opening ceremony.  The speakers stressed the important role of NHRIs and the APF in the promotion and protection of human rights throughout the Asia Pacific region and, in particular, in the development of a regional human rights mechanism for the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) region. 
3. The Forum Councillors expressed their gratitude to the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia for hosting the meeting, to the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) for its co-sponsorship and to all the APF’s donors for their financial support.  The Forum Councillors expressed their appreciation for the efforts of the Chairperson, Commissioners and staff of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia and the APF secretariat for their work in the organisation of the meeting.

4. The Forum Councillors welcomed the participation and statements by the representative of the OHCHR, Mr Gianni Magazzeni, and the Chairperson of the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions (ICC), Ms Jennifer Lynch QC.

5. The Forum Councillors encouraged and welcomed the participation and statements of approximately sixty international, regional and national non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the representatives of the parliaments and/or governments of Australia, Bahrain, Brunei, Malaysia, Maldives, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Samoa, and Thailand and the intergovernmental organisations of the Commonwealth and the Pacific Islands Forum.
Conclusions

The Forum, during its open plenary sessions:

6. Expressed appreciation to the OHCHR for its support in connection with NHRIs and their protection mandates; for the establishment and strengthening of NHRIs; and to the ICC and its accreditation process.  The APF reaffirmed the success of their partnership with the OHCHR and looked forward to enhancing their mutual cooperation and support including through the holding of a Pacific workshop on NHRIs.
7. Expressed appreciation to the Chairperson of the ICC for her leadership in the review and development of the governance of the ICC.  Forum Councillors therefore welcomed the holding of the first constituent assembly of the ICC during the APF annual meeting and the steps taken to incorporate the organisation.  They offered their continued support to ensure that the ICC and regional coordinating committees are influential entities in the international human rights system. 
8. Informed the conference of the outcomes of the meeting of Forum Councillors held on 29th July 2008.  The following decisions were highlighted:
· The unanimous election of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (as the current host institution of the annual meeting) to the position of Chairperson of the APF, the Jordanian National Centre for Human Rights (as the host institution for the next annual meeting) and the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (as the immediate past Chairperson of the APF) to the two positions of Deputy Chairpersons.
· The offer to provide associate membership of the APF to the Iranian Islamic Human Rights Commission.  The Commission subsequently advised that it did not want to accept associate membership;

· The decision to defer the review of the associate membership of the Qatar National Human Rights Committee.  In doing so Forum Councillors congratulated the institution on the steps taken to comply with the Paris Principles.  Forum Councillors requested that the secretariat organise a study visit to seek additional information on their domestic legal system and to review this information at the next annual meeting;
· The decision to accept with appreciation the offer of the Jordanian National Centre for Human Rights to host the Fourteenth Annual Meeting in 2009. 

9. Welcomed the convening of the SEO meeting and encouraged them to strengthen their network.

10. Welcomed the reports of APF members on their operations over the preceding year.  Also welcomed the reports of the Hong Kong Equal Opportunities Commission and the Iranian Islamic Human Rights Commission.
11. Noted the reports about regional cooperation activities between APF members.  In particular they discussed and welcomed the progress of the NHRIs of Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines and Thailand to promote the establishment of a ASEAN regional human rights mechanism.  They further noted the call for regional standard setting on the human rights of migrants in an irregular situations and migrant domestic workers.
12. Welcomed the reports of the governments of Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa and the inter-governmental Pacific Islands Forum on the activities undertaken to protect and promote human rights including support for NHRIs.  In particular they welcomed the commitments made by the governments of Pakistan, Papua New Guinea and Samoa to establish NHRIs and offered these governments the support of the APF.  

13. Welcomed the reports of NGOs.  Forum Councillors expressed their appreciation for the constructive and coordinated contribution of NGOs, thanked NGOs for their submissions, collective participation and advocacy at the meeting and stressed their commitment to constructive dialogue and practical cooperation.  Forum Councillors agreed to further consider:

· integrating the issue of human rights defenders into reference topics made to the Advisory Council of Jurists;

· seeking a dialogue with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders about how NHRIs can effectively engage with her mandate;

· including the situation of human rights defenders in the annual activity report taking into account the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders;
· strengthening follow up mechanisms to recommendations made by the APF, the Advisory Council of Jurists and international mechanisms including the Human Rights Council, the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), treaty bodies and Special Procedures;
· strategies to strengthen the role of NHRIs in affording immediate protection against human rights violations at the national level;
· encouraging the development of human rights impact assessment tools in relation to policies adversely effecting economic, social and cultural rights.

14. With regard to the current human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran and the difficulties faced by human rights defenders, requested that the Iranian Islamic Human Rights Commission make efforts to protect human rights defenders and promote the registration of such organisations in accordance with the Iranian Constitution and national law.  APF members offered to support the Commission in these efforts.
15. Discussed the UPR mechanism and stressed their commitment to actively participate in the process in cooperation with both Government and civil society.  Forum Councillors expressed their appreciation to Rights and Democracy for facilitating dialogue on this issue and to the OHCHR and Commonwealth secretariat for their offers to provide practical support.  Forum Councillors requested that the APF cooperate in these efforts to ensure APF members can engage effectively in the UPR mechanism.  In doing so they noted the experiences of the NHRIs from India, Indonesia, the Philippines and the Republic of Korea who have already participated in the first and second sessions of the UPR mechanism and agreed to develop documentation highlighting ‘best practices’ for dissemination to all APF member institutions.  Forum Councillors also welcomed the proposal of the Human Rights Commission of the Republic of Korea to develop guidelines for the monitoring of the implementation of UPR recommendations.
16. Noted with concern the continuing human rights violations in Myanmar.
17. Considered the issue of human rights and corporate accountability, including the interim report of the Advisory Council of Jurists.  The APF warmly thanked the jurists for their expertise and the comprehensive scope of their report.  APF member institutions would carefully consider their recommendations and report on their implementation to the next meeting of the APF.  Forum Councillors also agreed to forward the recommendations of the Jurists to the ICC for their consideration and possible inclusion in future activities.
18. Issues relating to the rights of Indigenous Peoples and ethnic minorities were raised throughout the conference.  The APF agreed to incorporate work on the rights of Indigenous Peoples and ethnic minorities in its programme for 2008-2009.
19. Considered the issue of the meaning and effect of Article 29(2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and stressed that any permissible limitations on fundamental rights and freedoms should be carefully scrutinised in accordance with the accepted international norms.
20. Recorded their sincere appreciation to Mr John von Doussa QC, President of the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, for his excellent Chairmanship of the APF and his untiring support for the work of the APF, ICC and the promotion and protection of human rights domestically, regionally and internationally.

A report on the meeting will soon be available on the Forum website.

www.asiapacificforum.net
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