THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASIA PACIFIC FORUM OF NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

28th to 31st July 2008, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
FORUM COUNCILLOR MEETING
OUTCOMES
1. The Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (the APF) held its annual Forum Councillors meeting in association with the APF’s Thirteenth Annual Meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 29th July 2008.  Mr John von Doussa QC, President of the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission and Chairperson of the APF, opened the meeting in the presence of Forum Councillors of the full member institutions from Malaysia, Afghanistan, Australia, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka,  Thailand and Timor-Leste.
2. At the invitation of Forum Councillors the representatives of the APF member institutions from Maldives (associate member), Palestine (associate member) and Qatar (associate member) attended the meeting as observers.  In addition, Forum Councillors welcomed the representatives of the Iranian Islamic Human Rights Commission, an institution applying for membership of the APF, and the Hong Kong Equal Opportunities Commission, to attend the meeting as an observer. 
3. The Forum Councillors also warmly welcomed the Chairperson of the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions (ICC), Ms Jennifer Lynch QC, the representative of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr Gianni Magazzeni, and the representatives of the United Nations Development Programme, as observers.
The Forum Councillors:

4. Unanimously elected Tan Sri Abu Talib Othman, Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (as the current host institution of the annual meeting) to the position of Chairperson of the APF. 
5. Welcomed the comprehensive report of the Chairperson of the ICC on the activities of the ICC.  Forum Councillors particularly welcomed the efforts undertaken by the ICC Chairperson towards strengthening the governance structure of the ICC and thanked her for her commitment to ensure a credible and transparent accreditation process.  
6. Welcomed the report of the National Human Rights Commission of the Republic of Korea, the APF’s representative to the accreditation sub-committee of the ICC.  Forum Councillors expressed their appreciation to the institution and, in recognition of the considerable work demands of this role, requested that the APF secretariat provide additional support.  
7. Considered and approved proposals to seek the participation of national institutions in the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women and to undertake joint activities with the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Population Fund.    
8. Considered the applications for membership from the institutions from the Iran and Qatar.  Forum Councillors reaffirmed that the structure and responsibilities of national institutions should be in compliance with the Paris Principles.  In their consideration of the applications for membership, Forum Councillors resolved:

· to offer admission to the Iranian Islamic Human Rights Commission as an associate member; 

· to defer the review of the associate membership status of the Qatar Human Rights Committee and requested the secretariat seek additional information.   In doing so they congratulated the institution on the steps taken to comply with the Paris Principles
In addition Forum Councillors requested that the secretariat undertake a review of the APF membership process and bring back recommendations for the consideration of Forum Councillors.

9. Commended the efforts of the Senior Executive Officers to contribute to the effective and efficient functioning of national institutions.  The APF welcomed the appointment of the Senior Executive Officer from Malaysia as Chair of the Network, and the appointment of the Senior Executive Officers of Australia and Jordan respectively to the positions of Deputy Chairs. 
10. Expressed their appreciation to offers from APF member institutions to host the next annual meeting of the APF.  Forum Councillors resolved to accept the kind offer of the Jordanian National Centre for Human Rights to host the Fourteenth Annual Meeting in 2009. 
11. Unanimously elected the Jordanian National Centre for Human Rights (as the host institution for the next annual meeting) and the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (as the immediate past Chairperson of the APF) to the two positions of Deputy Chairpersons.

12. Considered and approved the APF’s draft annual plan for 2008-2009.

13. Reviewed and approved the APF Directors and Financial Report for 2007-2008.  Forum Councillors expressed their appreciation for the financial contributions made by (i) member institutions; (ii) the governments of Australia, India, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Sweden; (iii) donor institutions; and (iv) United Nations agencies. 

