[image: image1.jpg]N





OPENING REMARKS

OF

MR. JUSTICE S.  RAJENDRA BABU

CHAIRPERSON, 

NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION,

INDIA

CHAIRING

SESSION ON ‘REGIONAL CO-OPERATION BETWEEN NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS’

13th ASIA PACIFIC FORUM MEETING 
AT KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA
28-31 JULY, 2008
The Human Rights Council’s Resolution adopted on 18th June, 2007 has entrusted the NHRIs with greater responsibilities, among others, in the areas of grievance redressal as well as Universal Periodic Review. In order to  be an  `effective local remedy’, a vigilant human rights monitor and for establishing a culture of Human Rights, the National Human Rights Institutions need greater cooperation amongst themselves.  There exists potential for cooperation in complaints handling, extending guidance and support to Commissions not fully compliant with Paris Principles and coordination of efforts to protect internationally recognized Human Rights. 
The National Human Rights Commission of India participated actively in this endeavour in collaboration with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Asia Pacific Forum. I wish to highlight some interventions made by the Commission.

1.
Sub-Regional Pilot Training Workshop on National Inquiries
A four day Sub-Regional Workshop on National Inquiries was hosted by our Commission from October 29 to November 1, 2007.  It was jointly organized by the APF and Raoul Wallenberg Institute (RWI) of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, University of Lund, Sweden.  The workshop provided the representatives with a step by step understanding of the process of conducting National Inquiries.  A number of issues like right to food, Human Rights and mental illness, accessible public land transport for people with disabilities, torture, homeless children and right to health were covered. 
2.
Workshop on Strengthening Advisory Council of Jurists
The Workshop on Strengthening the Advisory Council of Jurists was organized by our Commission in collaboration with the APF in New Delhi on February 27-28, 2008. 
The workshop recommended effective ways to utilize the expertise of the ACJ; how to improve procedures for the selection and development of references and the implementation and monitoring of their recommendations; how to clarify and strengthen the relationship between the Forum Council and the ACJ and between NHRIs and their ACJ nominees.
3.
CMS Implementation in Rwanda and Uganda Human Rights Commissions and other visits
Based on the request of the OHCHR, the National Human Rights Commission of India sent two of its staff members to Rwandan Human Rights Commission to assist them in developing their Complaint Management Systems from 26 November-7th December, 2007.  The Commission also sent two staff members to the Ugandan Human Rights Commission from 11 to 25 February, 2008 for the same purpose.   


A delegation of two staff members along with the Vice President of the National Commission for Human Rights, Rwanda visited the Commission on a study trip from 29 March to 9 April, 2008.    The delegation exchanged ideas with us on common areas of concern regarding human rights.  Another delegation consisting of two staff members of Indonesian Human Rights Commission also visited the Commission from 28 April to 12 May, 2008 on a study trip.  The visit was arranged by APF.  The delegates were given first hand knowledge of the functioning of all Divisions of the Commission. They also visited the National Commission for Minorities, New Delhi and the Punjab State Human Rights Commission.  

In the past one year, we hosted visits of many other foreign delegations to the Commission. Prominent among them are (i) Mr.Brad Adams, Executive Director, Human Rights Watch (ii) Mr.Paul Hunt, UN Special Rapporteur on Right to Environment to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of Physical and Mental Health’ (iii) Ms.Asma Jahangir, UN Special Rapporteur on “Freedom of Religion and Belief” (iv) Mr.Pierre Sane, Assistant Director General, UNESCO.
An official from our Commission participated in a placement programme with the National Human Rights Commission at Seoul, South Korea from 9-17 October, 2007. In April, 2008, a high level delegation from the Commission led by me also visited the Irish Human Rights Commission, Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission and the Commonwealth Secretariat and held discussions on cooperation in human rights matters. 
4.
International Seminars and Workshops
The Commission participated in many seminars and workshops abroad. The prominent ones among them included (i) Regional Workshop on the Establishment of National Human Rights Institutions in Asia from 15-17 October, 2007 in Manila, Philippines (ii) Commonwealth National Human Rights Institution Forum meeting from 19-20 November, 2007 at Kampala, Uganda (iii) the UPR meeting organized by the Commonwealth Secretariat in London from 17-18 March, 2008. 
5. A new Website of National Human Rights Institutions 
During the meeting of International Coordinating Committee (ICC) held at Geneva, Switzerland from 11 – 15 December, 2007, it was decided that the National Human Rights Commission of India will develop, host and maintain the Website for NHRIs.   The earlier website of National Human Rights Institutions www.nhri.net was maintained by the Danish Institute for Human Rights till March 2008. A new email ID viz., nhrc.india@nic.in has been opened and given to all concerned in OHCHR and NHRCs for receiving the material to be posted on the website.  NHRC, India has improved the home page and NHRI website is up to date with all details sent by OHCHR hosted on website. 
6. Capacity building of Human Rights institutions in SAARC Region 
The National Human Rights Commission of India proposes to organize a three day conference on Capacity building of Human Rights institutions for the SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) countries from 8th to 10 December, 2008.  It will culminate in the celebration of Human Rights Day. The Commission plans to invite NHRIs from SAARC countries to this conference. It is an attempt to share experiences and broaden understanding of fundamental human rights in our region.  
7. Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism
Our Commission played a proactive role in the review of India under the Universal Periodic Review by participating at every stage. As one of the first countries to be reviewed under this mechanism, the NHRC, India is in a position to offer technical assistance to other NHRIs in this regard.

I hope our discussions will focus on how to enhance regional cooperation further in the interests of building a culture of human rights.
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