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Fourteenth Annual Meeting of
the Asia Pacific Forum of
National Human Rights Institutions
Program of Meetings
3–6 August 2009
Landmark Hotel
Amman, Jordan
Hosted by the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights
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Program summary and notes for participants
3 August – SEO and Forum Councillor meetings

The Senior Executive Officer Network will meet for a half day commencing on the morning of 3 August. This meeting provides an opportunity for the senior management of NHRIs to share information and expertise, and to communicate with each other about the APF’s regional projects.

The Asia Pacific Forum Councillors Meeting will take place over one and a half days commencing on the afternoon of 3 August. The meeting is attended by senior delegations from each member organisation (usually including the Chair and the Senior Executive Officer). It provides an opportunity for members to review and discuss the work of the APF over the past year and to consider future priorities and activities. 

This year’s meeting has been extended by an extra half day to provide greater time for Forum Councillors to discuss and determine important APF policy issues. The meeting is open to member NHRIs only. Voting rights accrue to full members only

Civil Society Meeting. CSOs have traditionally held a parallel meeting on the days prior to the Annual Conference.  This allows them to discuss issues of relevance to their activities and to determine issues they wish to raise at the APF Conference.

4 August – APF Business Meetings

The Asia Pacific Forum Councillors continues from day one.

The Asia Pacific Forum Annual General Meeting is a formal meeting required by the law under which the APF is legally incorporated. Forum Councillors formally receive, review and adopt the Directors Report, the Financial Report and the Auditors Report. This meeting is open to Forum Councillors (or their registered delegates), and Senior Executive Officers or designate from each member institution. Voting rights accrue to full members only.

Civil Society Meeting. CSO parallel meetings may continue on day 2.

5 August – Annual Conference

The first day of the Annual Conference is devoted to reporting and discussions on the activities of members during the previous year. This is followed by reports from regional governments, inter-governmental organisations and from civil society.

Note: Member reports are intended to provide NHRIs with an opportunity to highlight key developments and challenges or achievements from the preceding 12 months. Presentations are limited to 5 minutes only.

There are no restrictions on the length of the accompanying written report which should provide more details on the overall activities of the member institution.

6 August – Annual Conference

The second day of the Conference is devoted to a thematic discussion of one or more key human rights issues of relevance to the region and to roles and functions of NHRIs.
Day 1:
Monday 3 August 2009


SEO and Forum Councillor Meetings

8:30 – 9:00
Registration for SEO, APF members and registered observers


Venue: Hotel Foyer

9:00 – 11:00
SEO Meeting/Professional Development


Venue: Rum I

11:00 – 11:30
Morning tea

11:30 – 1:00
SEO Meeting/Professional Development (cont.)
1:00 – 2:00
Lunch for SEO and APF Member Institutions
2:00 – 3:30
APF Forum Councillor Meeting


Venue: Rum II


Chair: Tan Sri Abu Talib Othman, Chairperson, SUHAKAM

· Confirmation of Attendance (Chairperson)

· Adoption of Agenda (Chairperson)

· Election of new APF Chairperson (secretariat)


Chair: Dr. Adnan Badran. Chairman of the Board of Trustees, JNCHR

· APF – ICC Paris Principles Accreditation

· APF Annual Meeting and Conference

· APF ICC Representation

· APF Candidate for ICC Chairperson

· APF Working Group on Migration

3:30 – 4:00
Afternoon tea

4:00 – 5:00
APF Forum Councillor Meeting (cont.)

4:00 – 5:00
Registration for APF members and registered observers


Venue: Hotel Foyer

6:00 – 7:00
Opening Ceremony

Reception: Hosted by Chairperson,

Jordan National Center for Human Rights


Venue: The Royal Hall

DAY 2:
Tuesday 4 August 2009


Forum Councillor Meeting and


Annual General Meeting

8:30 – 9:30
Registration for APF members and registered observers


Venue: Hotel Foyer

9:00 – 1:00
APF Forum Councillors Meeting


Venue: Rum II


Chair: Dr. Adnan Badran. Chairman of the Board of Trustees, JNCHR

· Fourteenth Annual Conference (secretariat)

· Confirmation of agenda and speakers

· Concluding Statement

· International Activities (Chairperson)

· International Coordinating Committee of NHRIs

· ICC Chairperson’s report

· ICC Sub-Committee on Accreditation

· Durban Review Conference

· United Nations

· OHCHR

· UNDP

· CSW

· UPR Guidelines

· Indigenous Peoples

10:30 – 11:00
Morning tea

1:00 – 2:00
APF Forum Councillors Meeting (cont.)

1:00 – 2:00
Lunch

2:00 – 5:00
APF Forum Councillors Meeting (cont.)

· Report back from SEO meeting (SEO Chairperson)

· Location of the 15th and 16th Annual Meetings (Chairperson)

· Election of APF Deputy Chairpersons (Chairperson)

· APF Annual Plan for 2009–2010 (secretariat)

· Discussion and adoption of APF Directors and Financial Report (secretariat)

· Other Business

3:00 – 3:30
Afternoon tea

5:00 – 5:30
APF Annual General Meeting


Venue: Rum II

· APF Directors and Financial Report (secretariat)

· APF Auditors Report (secretariat)
5:30 – 6:30 
Registration for observers

Venue: Hotel Foyer

8:00 – 10:00
Conference Dinner

Hosted by H.E. Mr Abdulhadi Al Majaly,
Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament


Venue: Outdoor Banquet Area, Landmark Hotel

DAY 3:
Wednesday 5 August 2009


Conference

8:30 – 9:00
Registration desk open for registered observers


Venue: Hotel Foyer

9:00 – 9:10
Opening Statement and Address by Representative Office

of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights


Chair: Dr. Adnan Badran. Chairman of the Board of Trustees, JNCHR


Venue: The Royal Hall

9:10 – 9:20
Summary of APF Councillors meeting


Dr. Muhyieddeen Touq. Commissioner General, JNCHR

9:20 – 11:00
Reports from APF Members


Dr. Muhyieddeen Touq. Commissioner General, JNCHR


Full Members


Afghanistan


Australia


India


Indonesia


Jordan


Malaysia


Mongolia


Nepal


New Zealand


Philippines


Republic of Korea


Sri Lanka


Thailand


Timor-Leste


Associate Members


Maldives


Palestine


Qatar


Other Institutions

Note 1: APF members to electronically submit written report to APF Secretariat (by 3 July 2009) for distribution and publication on website.

Note 2: Speakers will be asked to highlight developments and challenges or achievements from the preceding 12 months and will be stopped after 5 minutes.

11:00 – 11:30
Morning Tea

11:30 – 1:00
Reports continue, followed by open discussions on reports

1:00 – 2:00
Lunch
2:00 – 3:00
Interventions – Governments and Inter-Governmental Organisations


Chair: Hon. Justice Kedar Nath Upadhyay.

Chairperson, National Human Rights Commission of Nepal

3:00 – 3:30
Afternoon Tea

3:30 – 4:00
Interventions – Non-Governmental Organisations


Chair: The Hon. Catherine Branson QC.

President, Australian Human Rights Commission

4:30 – 5:30
Plenary – Question and Answer Session


Dinner – Heads of APF member delegations


Venue: La Cucina Restaurant

DAY 4:
Thursday 6 August 2009


Conference

9:00 – 10:00
Theme 1 – Human Rights and Corruption


Chair: Dr. Muhyieddeen Touq. Commissioner General, JNCHR


Venue: The Royal Hall

1. Mr. Robert Archer, Director, International Council on Human Rights Policy

2. Mr. Demostenes Chryssikos, Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Officer, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

3. Dr. Sima Samar, Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission

10:00 – 11:00
Plenary – Questions and Answer Session

11:00 – 11:30
Morning tea

11:30 – 12:30
Theme 2 – Human Rights and Religious Belief


Atty. Leila M. De Lima. Chairperson, Philippines Commission on Human Rights

1. Ms. Asma Jahangir, Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief

2. Dr. Bassam Al-Omoush, University Professor, President of the Jordan Political Observatory  
3. Mr. Richard Tankersley. Commissioner, New Zealand Human Rights Commission

12:30 – 1:30
Plenary – Questions and Answer Session
1:30 – 2:30
Lunch
2:30 – 3:30
The work of the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights


Chair: Jordan National Centre for Human Rights


Venue: The Royal Hall

2:30 – 4:00 
Closed Session (Forum Councillors)


Final Drafting of the Concluding Statement

3:30 – 4:00
Afternoon tea

4:00 – 4:30
Final Conference Statement


Chair: Dr. Muhyieddeen Touq. Commissioner General, JNCHR


Adoption of Final Conference Statement


Venue: The Royal Hall
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