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1 Trafficking (6th Annual Meeting)
The Advisory Council of Jurists’ report on Trafficking urges member States to ratify the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children. It also recommends that States enact national laws to combat trafficking, provide adequate resources to enforce those laws and, along with national human rights institutions and NGOs, provide support and protection for victims, undertake research, develop education and training programs and establish national and regional networks to share information and expertise.
In 2008-2009, the Commission has undertaken a range of activities to enhance protection of the rights of victims of trafficking.
Seminar on slavery and trafficking

In October 2008, the Commission held a public seminar on a significant decision of the High Court, The Queen v Wei Tang, which related to slavery and trafficking. The Commission appeared as an intervener before the court in the case. The speakers at the seminar were Bret Walker SC, who appeared as senior counsel for the Commission in the case, and Elizabeth Broderick, the Sex Discrimination Commissioner and a member of the National Roundtable on People Trafficking and Chair of the National Roundtable Working Group to develop guidelines for NGOs working with trafficking victims. Recordings of the seminar are available at: http://www.humanrights.gov.au/legal/seminars/index.html.
NGO trafficking guidelines

In late 2008, the Commission, together with the Minister for Home Affairs, Bob Debus, and Director of the NGO Anti-Slavery Project, Jennifer Burn, launched the Guidelines for NGOs working with trafficked people. The guidelines cover issues such as:
· gaining informed consent from a victim before taking action on their case 

· protecting the privacy of victims and treating their cases confidentially

· the importance of providing culturally appropriate services

· requiring service providers to meet professional/occupational standards and codes of conduct.
These Guidelines will be a valuable tool for the community and welfare groups who work to protect the rights of trafficking victims. The guidelines are available at: www.humanrights.gov.au/sex_discrimination/publication/traffic_NGO/
Government reforms to trafficking policy
In June 2009, the federal government announced changes to its policy on victims of trafficking and the system for providing protection visas and access to victim support. The changes implement recommendations made by the Commission and NGOs at the 2008 National Roundtable on People Trafficking, to create a system that is simpler and which provides stronger protection for trafficked people and their families. The changes recognise that human trafficking is first and foremost a human rights violation by making victim support available on the basis of need, instead of conditional on whether a trafficked person can assist police.

Speech on non-sex industry labour trafficking
In June 2009, the Sex Discrimination Commissioner, Elizabeth Broderick, gave a speech to the Australian Institute of Criminology at a forum on (Non-sex industry) labour trafficking to discuss trafficking in persons in contexts other than the commercial sex industry. A copy of the speech is available at: http://www.humanrights.gov.au/about/media/speeches/sex_discrim/2009/20090618_crimology.html. 
2 Terrorism and the Rule of Law (7th Annual Meeting)

In its Final Report on Terrorism and the Rule of Law, the ACJ said that terrorism is a violation of victims’ human rights that cannot be justified and States have a duty to protect potential victims from those human rights violations. However, the ACJ expressed concern about the widening gap between stated commitments to international human rights standards and the implementation of those standards in national anti-terrorism laws and administrative practices.
The Commission has consistently advocated the importance of making sure counter-terrorism laws are compatible with human rights principles in its submissions to government and the parliament.
In 2008-2009, the Commission has made a number of submissions on this issue, including:

· a submission to the NSW Parliament about a proposed law to extend the power of police to conduct covert searches (available at: http://www.humanrights.gov.au/legal/submissions/2009/20090318_covert_search.html) 

· a submission to an inquiry into a law which proposed to establish an independent monitor of terrorism laws (available at: http://www.humanrights.gov.au/legal/submissions/2008/20080912_terrorism_review.html)

· a submission to an inquiry into the arrest and detention of Dr Mohamed Haneef by the Australian Federal Police and associated counter-terrorism laws (available at: http://www.humanrights.gov.au/legal/submissions/2008/200805_haneef.html).
3 Torture (10th Annual Meeting)

The ACJ report on torture makes a series of recommendations, including the vital importance of APF member countries ratifying all relevant treaties regarding torture, enacting or amending relevant domestic laws, ensuring allegations of torture are independently investigated, allowing detention facilities to be regularly inspected, and providing education and training for all relevant sectors.

In 2008, the Australian Government announced that it intends to become a party to the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT).

Following this announcement, the Commission commissioned a report on options for implementing OPCAT, by Professors Richard Harding and Neil Morgan. The report was published in December 2008 and has been circulated to the Federal, state and territory Attorney-Generals; state human rights and anti-discrimination bodies and relevant non-government organisations. The report identifies the Commission as the most appropriate body to take on the role of coordinating the National Preventive Mechanism required by the OPCAT. The report is available at: http://www.humanrights.gov.au/human_rights/publications/opcat/index.html. 

4 Right to an education (10th Annual Meeting)

The ACJ report on the right to an education argued that education should meet four key criteria: availability, accessibility, acceptability and adaptability. The report said that States have immediate and progressive obligations in realising the right to education and they must set and achieve specific and appropriate targets. One immediate obligation is to ensure that education is inclusive and non-discriminatory.
Some of the activities which the Commission has undertaken to promote the right to education and to promote human rights education include: 

· advocating for education facilities to be accessible to students, staff and parents who have a disability. In June 2009, the federal government announced that it would provide infrastructure funding to more than 9000 schools throughout Australia over the next three years for new building projects and it encouraging education service providers to pay attention to accessibility in their development and construction. It is important that students with a disability, and their teachers and parents who may also have a disability, have the greatest possible access to the school environment.
· delivering a series of seminars and workshops around Australia to promote awareness of the National Human Rights Consultation and encourage participation. Seminars were particularly designed to reach children and young people, Indigenous people, and community organisations working with disadvantaged clients.
· The Commission, in partnership with Adult Multicultural Education Services, has developed a teaching resource for adults learning English. The resource called It’s Your Right! using real life stories to teach English and at the same time raises awareness about human rights and equal opportunity laws in Australia that protect people against unfair treatment and discrimination.
5 Right to the Environment (11th Annual Meeting)
The ACJ report on the right to the environment noted that although there is no distinct right to environment under human rights law, a large number of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights rely on environmental quality for their full realisation. These include the rights to: life; health, adequate standard of living (including food, clothing and housing); family life and privacy; property; culture; freedom from discrimination; self-determination; and just and favourable conditions of work. The report encouraged NHRIs to consider how environmental issues impact on the realisation of the human rights they are mandated to uphold, and how these issues may be addressed in their general work.
In 2008-2009, the Commission’s work to promote human rights as they relate to environmental issues included the following.
Seminar on Human Rights and Climate Change

In August 2008, the Commission held a public seminar on human rights and climate change. At the seminar, the then President of the Commission, John von Doussa QC, discussed what a human rights approach to climate change would look like. Emily Gerrard, former lawyer at Native Title Services Victoria, discussed the impact of climate change on Indigenous rights. Recordings of the seminar are available at: http://www.humanrights.gov.au/legal/seminars/index.html
Submission on the review of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 is the central piece of environmental legislation in Australia. In the review of this legislation, the Commission acknowledged that the Act goes a significant way to addressing Australia’s international obligations and domestic concerns related to the protection and conservation of biodiversity. However, the Commission noted that there are some areas that require further consideration, in particular:

· strengthening the current recognition of the role of Indigenous peoples in the conservation and ecologically sustainable use of Australia’s biodiversity, and providing not only for the recognition and use of Indigenous knowledge, but also requiring the protection of this knowledge

· extending the matters considered to be of national environmental significance to include more recent concerns such as climate change, land clearing and forestation, and water and promoting the consistent application of environmental and other relevant legislation across the country

· promoting the full and effective participation and engagement of Indigenous peoples in the implementation of the EPBC Act, including by fully applying the principles of free, prior, and informed consent of issues that will have a direct or indirect impact on the lives of Indigenous peoples in Australia.

This submission is available at: http://www.humanrights.gov.au/legal/submissions/sj_submissions/2009_Review_EPBC.html. 
Other submissions on the environment:

· submission to the federal government recommending that Australia ratify the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage

· submission on laws concerning the management of water resources in the Murray-Darling Basin which recommended ways to ensure that resources are managed in the national interest, optimising environmental, economic, social and human rights outcomes.
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