FOURTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASIA PACIFIC FORUM OF NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

3rd to 6th August 2009, Amman, Jordan
APF CONFERENCE

CONCLUDING STATEMENT

Introduction

1. The Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (the APF), consisting of the national human rights institutions (NHRIs) of Jordan, Afghanistan, Australia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Palestine, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Timor-Leste, held this Fourteenth Annual Meeting in Amman, Jordan from 3rd to 6th August 2009 under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein.
2. The Forum Councillors expressed their deep gratitude and appreciation to His Majesty King Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein for giving his patronage to the conference and to the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights for hosting the meeting, to the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) for its co-sponsorship and to all the APF’s donors for their financial support.  They acknowledged the significant contribution of H.R.H. Prince Hassan bin Talal as the keynote speaker on Human Rights and Religious Belief.  
3. H.E. Mr Nader Al-Dahabi, Prime Minister of Jordan, officiated at the opening ceremony of the meeting.  Dr Adnan Badran, Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights and Chairperson of the APF, and Tan Sri Abu Talib Othman, Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia and Deputy Chairperson of the APF delivered speeches at the opening ceremony.  The speakers stressed the importance of human rights and the role of NHRIs and the APF in the promotion and protection of human rights throughout the Asia Pacific region. 

4. Forum Councillors also warmly thanked H.E Mr Abdulhadi Al Majaly, Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament, for hosting a conference function.  They acknowledged the expert contributions of Dr Bassam Al-Omoush, Mr Robert Archer and Mr Demostenes Chryssikos, and warmly welcomed the participation and statements of the Chairperson of the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions (ICC), Ms Jennifer Lynch QC, and the representatives of the OHCHR, Mr Homayoun Alizadeh and Ms Francesca Albanese.

5. The Forum Councillors encouraged and welcomed the participation and statements of approximately 43 international, regional and national non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the representatives of the parliaments and/or governments of Australia, Indonesia, Jordan, Malaysia, Nauru, New Zealand, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Samoa and Thailand and the intergovernmental organisation of the Commonwealth Secretariat.
6. Finally the Forum Councillors expressed their appreciation for the excellent efforts and hospitality of the Chairperson, Commissioner General Dr Muhyieddeen Touq, and staff of the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights and the APF secretariat in the organisation of the annual meeting and conference.

Conclusions

The Forum, during its open plenary sessions:

7. Expressed appreciation to the OHCHR for its support in connection with NHRIs and their protection mandates; for the establishment and strengthening of NHRIs; and to the ICC and its accreditation process.  The APF reaffirmed the success of its partnership with the OHCHR and looked forward to enhancing their mutual cooperation and support including through the development of a comprehensive multi-year partnership and the implementation of recommendations emanating from the international human rights system.
8. Expressed appreciation to the Chairperson of the ICC, Ms Jennifer Lynch, for her active participation in the Forum Councillors meeting and APF Conference.  Forum Councillors offered their continued support to ensure that the ICC and regional coordinating committees remain important entities in the international human rights system.  They recorded their sincere appreciation to Ms Lynch for her excellent Chairpersonship of the ICC and her untiring support for the work of NHRIs domestically, regionally and internationally.
9. Informed the Conference of the outcomes of the meeting of Forum Councillors held on 3rd and 4th August 2009.  The following decisions were highlighted:
· The unanimous election of the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights to the position of Chairperson of the APF, the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand and the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia to the two positions of Deputy Chairpersons.
· The approval of a proposal to use ICC accreditation decisions in determining membership status for the APF.  As a result of this decision and in line with ICC accreditation decisions the national human rights institutions from Palestine and Qatar became full member institutions of the APF and the Sri Lankan Commission became an associate member of the APF.  The APF reiterated that it would provide assistance to the Sri Lankan Commission in seeking to regain its full membership of the ICC and APF and recommended that the Sri Lankan Government appoint the Chairperson and Commissioners in accordance with the Sri Lankan Constitution.  The APF also noted the importance of the recommendations of the ICC Sub-Committee on Accreditation to the NHRIs of Qatar and Palestine and the APF offered its support to ensure compliance with the Paris Principles.
· The approval of a proposal to (i) separate the annual Forum Councillor and business meetings of the APF from the APF Conference; (ii) convene the APF 15 annual meeting in 2010 in a central regional location; and (iii) convene the combined APF 16 Annual Meeting and Conference in 2011. 
· The nomination of India, Jordan, Malaysia and New Zealand to the ICC Bureau.  The Republic of Korea was elected to the ICC Sub-Committee on Accreditation. 

· The nomination of the Chief Commissioner of the New Zealand Human Rights Commission as the region’s candidate for the position of ICC Chairperson. If the New Zealand Chief Commissioner cannot, for whatever reason, serve the full three year term as ICC Chairperson then the APF would recommend to the ICC that the remainder of the term be filled by the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights.
· Welcomed the establishment of a Working Group on Migration and the election of a steering committee composed of Jordan, Nepal, Malaysia, Indonesia and the Republic of Korea.

· The decision to accept with appreciation the offer of the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand to host the Sixteenth Annual Meeting and Conference in 2011. 

10. Welcomed the efforts of the Senior Executive Officers to contribute to the effective and efficient functioning of national institutions as well as to their close cooperation and coordination on issues of mutual interest and concern.
11. Welcomed the reports of APF members on their operations over the preceding year and commended them for their work.  In particular welcomed the emphasis on sub-regional cooperation between NHRIs on thematic issues and capacity building.
12. Welcomed the reports of the governments of Australia, Nauru, New Zealand and Samoa and the intergovernmental organisation of the Commonwealth Secretariat on the activities undertaken to protect and promote human rights including support for NHRIs.  In particular they welcomed the commitments made by the governments of Nauru and Samoa to actively explore the establishment of NHRIs and offered these governments the support of the APF.  

13. Welcomed the reports of NGOs/CSOs.  Forum Councillors expressed their appreciation for the constructive and coordinated contribution of NGOs/CSOs, thanked NGOs/CSOs for their submissions, collective participation and advocacy at the meeting and stressed their commitment to meaningful dialogue and practical cooperation.  Forum Councillors agreed to further consider:

· Providing a session for NGO/CSO input into the APF annual meeting in 2010;
· The NGO/CSO recommendations to strengthen institutional protection of human rights in the areas of the establishment and enhancement of NHRIs; the establishment and enhancement of regional mechanisms; the integration of human rights mechanisms with the work of NHRIs; NGO/CSO engagement with the APF Conference and Meeting and the protection of human rights defenders;
· The NGO/CSO recommendations on the role of NHRIs in combating corruption and the need for institutional transparency and in promoting freedom of religion and belief and the promotion of religious tolerance and co-existence; and
· The NGO/CSO recommendations on human rights defenders.
14. Was informed of serious human rights violations in a number of States throughout the region, especially Myanmar, Iran and the Occupied Palestinian Territories as a result of occupation, and the corresponding difficult situation faced by human rights defenders.  NHRIs pledged to take all available steps to protect human rights defenders.
15. Considered the issue of Human Rights and Corruption and committed to undertake practical measures to combat corruption using a human rights based approach and to promote awareness of the close linkages between corruption and human rights and the harmful effects of corruption on the enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights.
16. Considered the issue of Human Rights, Religion and Belief and the need for inter and intra faith dialogue nationally, regionally and internationally to promote mutual understanding and the protection and promotion of human rights and the value of using a human rights approach to balance potentially competing rights.
17. Acknowledged the service and contribution made by Professor Ahn Kyung-Whan, former Chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission of Korea and Vice Chairperson of the ICC. 

A report on the meeting will soon be available on the Forum website.
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