FOURTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASIA PACIFIC FORUM OF NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

3rd to 6th August 2009, Amman, Jordan
FORUM COUNCILLOR MEETING
OUTCOMES
1. The Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (the APF) held its annual Forum Councillors meeting in association with the APF’s Fourteenth Annual Meeting in Amman, Jordan on 3rd and 4th August 20092.  Tan Sri Abu Talib Othman, Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia and Chairperson of the APF, opened the meeting in the presence of the member institutions from Jordan, Afghanistan, Australia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Palestine, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Timor-Leste.
2. The Forum Councillors warmly welcomed the participation of the Chairperson of the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions (ICC), Ms Jennifer Lynch QC, and, as a co-sponsor, the representatives of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr Hoamayoun Alizadeh and Ms Francesca Albanese.
The Forum Councillors:

3. Unanimously elected Dr Adnan Badran, Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights (as the current host institution of the annual meeting) to the position of Chairperson of the APF. 
4. Considered and approved a proposal to use the ICC accreditation decisions as evidence of Paris Principles compliance in determining membership status for the APF.  As a result of this decision and in line with ICC accreditation decisions the national human rights institutions from Palestine and Qatar become full member institutions of the APF and the Sri Lankan Commission becomes an associate member of the APF.     

5. Considered and approved a proposal to (i) separate the annual business meetings of the APF from the APF Conference; (ii) convene the next APF annual meeting in 2010 in a central regional location; and (iii) convene the next combined APF Annual Meeting and Conference in 2011.  Forum Councillors further agreed to a proposal from the New Zealand Human Rights Commission that it develop an options paper on the length of term and rotation of the APF Chairperson for the future consideration of Forum Councillors.    

6. Elected, as their representatives on the ICC Bureau, the national human rights institutions from Jordan, India, Malaysia and New Zealand.

7. Nominated the Chief Commissioner of the New Zealand Human Rights Commission as the region’s candidate for the position of ICC Chairperson.  It was further decided that if the New Zealand Chief Commissioner could not, for whatever reason, serve the full three year term as ICC Chairperson then the APF would recommend to the ICC that the remainder of the term be filled be the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights.

8. Approved, in principle, the establishment of an APF Working Group on Migration and requested the Korean Commission and the secretariat to work with interested national institutions to refine the terms of reference of the Working Group.
9. Welcomed the comprehensive report of the Chairperson of the ICC on the activities of the ICC.  Forum Councillors particularly welcomed the achievements of the ICC Chairperson in successfully transforming the governance structure of the ICC and strengthening the ICC accreditation process.  They paid tribute to her leadership and determination to significantly enhance the standing of the ICC.  
10. Welcomed the report of the National Human Rights Commission of the Republic of Korea, the APF’s representative to the accreditation sub-committee of the ICC.  Forum Councillors expressed their appreciation to the institution in recognition of both the importance and considerable work demands of this role.
11. Welcomed the reports by member institutions on activities with regard to the Durban Review Conference and the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women.  Forum Councillors commended the excellent work undertaken in these areas and requested the secretariat to continue to pursue agreed APF objectives.
12. Welcomed the development of draft guidelines on the Universal Periodic Review mechanism by the Korean Commission and requested to the Commission that these draft guidelines be further refined and then disseminated to all APF member institutions.

13. Welcomed the survey conducted by the APF Secretariat on member's activities in relation to Indigenous peoples and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Noted that the survey results identified a variable level of activities among APF members and a strong desire for technical cooperation and educative tools to assist members to be able to implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples at the national level.  The APF agreed to work in partnership with APF members, particularly those with dedicated programs on Indigenous issues, to develop a toolkit for NHRIs on understanding and implementing the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as part of its program for 09-10.   
14. Commended the efforts of the Senior Executive Officers to contribute to the effective and efficient functioning of national institutions.  The APF welcomed the appointment of the Senior Executive Officer from Jordan as Chair of the Network, and the appointment of the Senior Executive Officers of Thailand and Malaysia to the positions of Deputy Chairs. 

15. Expressed their appreciation to offers from a number of APF member institutions to host the next annual meeting and conference of the APF.  Forum Councillors resolved to accept the kind offer of the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand to host the Sixteenth Annual Meeting in 2011. 

16. Elected the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand (as the host institution for the next annual meeting) and the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (as the immediate past Chairperson of the APF) to the two positions of Deputy Chairpersons.

17. Considered, modified and approved the APF’s draft annual plan for 2009-2010.

18. Reviewed and approved the APF Directors and Financial Report for 2008-2009.  Forum Councillors expressed their deep appreciation to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights for their co-sponsorship of this meeting and their continuing strategic engagement with the APF.  Forum Councillors also expressed their deep appreciation the financial contributions made by (i) member institutions; (ii) the governments of Australia, India, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Sweden; (iii) donor institutions; and (iv) United Nations agencies. 

