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Statement by Chairperson of APF SEO Network to APF Forum Councillors 

Tuesday 4 August 2009
Delivered by Dr Muhyieddeen Touq, Commissioner-General, Jordan Centre for Human Rights and Chairperson of the APF Senior Executive Officer Network.

Good Afternoon Forum Councillors,

I am pleased to present to you, as the new Chair of the APF Senior Executive Network (SEON), a brief summary of the outcomes of yesterday’s Senior Executive Officer meeting. In keeping with Forum Councillor policy the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights as host institution of this year’s annual meeting, becomes Chairperson of the APF, including the ACJ and the SEO Network.  The Malaysian Commission as immediate past Chair becomes the second deputy Chairperson.
As you are may be aware the SEO Network was established in 2002 to provide an opportunity for the senior management of national human rights institutions (NHRIs) which are members of the APF to share information and expertise.  It also works to support the APF Forum Council, its decisions and activities.  Over the past 12 months the SEO Network has moved towards strengthening its direction along with the capacity of its executive officers with the assistance of the APF secretariat.
Yesterday’s meeting was attended by 16 of the 17 APF member institutions.  
At the beginning of our session we received a report-back on the previous year’s activities of the network from our former Chairperson, Ms Hashimah Nik Jaafar, Secretary, Human Rights Commission of Malaysia. We then invited two representatives from the Asian NGOs Network for National Institutions (ANNI) to discuss its 2009 report on national human rights institutions with our Network.  Discussions were fruitful and focused on issues of independence, enhancement of cooperation between NHRIs and NGOs and Human Rights Defenders.  As a result of these discussions the following recommendations are suggested to the Forum Council for its consideration:

1. To hold a workshop between NHRIs and NGOs on the issue of Human Rights Defenders in 2010; and 

2. To consider issuing a reference on the issue of Human Rights Defenders to its Advisory Council of Jurists for 2011.   
 We also received a report from Mrs Jaafar on joint APF-UNDP initiative to support the capacity development of NHRIs.  This program assists NHRIs to self-assess their capacity strengths and needs and to develop tailored strategies to fill capacity gaps. In 2008 SUHAKAM as Chair of the APF agreed to pilot the program and it has found the process rewarding to both commissioners and staff and is currently pursuing recommendations that strengthen its human and institutional capacities.  A number of institutions expressed interest in this program along with other APF capacity-building programs particularly the training on the international human rights system and the high level dialogue programs aimed at commissioner level.  Both Jordan and Malaysia expressed strong interest in receiving the commissioner high level dialogue program for its institutions next year.
In June the SEO Network, with the support of the secretariat trialed an on on-line discussion group to help facilitate discussions between the group throughout the year.  Randa Siniora from Palestinian Commission and Joanna Collinge from the New Zealand Commission provided a report and also several useful recommendations to ensure more effective use of the on-line tool.  The Network will continue trialing the on-line discussion group and will look at nominating two items for discussion over the course of the next 12 months that will be open for SEOs to input into over a one-month period.  The on-line discussion group will then be reviewed by the group in another 12 months on its usefulness. 
Mr Bishal Khanal of the Nepalese Commission advised the meeting of recent initiatives undertaken by South Asian human rights institutions to enhance cooperation between them including holding a meeting in Delhi in April 2009 that was attended by Chairpersons and senior executive officers.  South Asian institutions will continue to meet and cooperate on areas of mutual concern including on the human rights of children.  
We also heard from Ms Elzy Ofreneo of the Philippines Commission and Joanna Collinge about the joint cooperative project between the New Zealand and Philippines Commissions in relation to working with indigenous communities.  This 3 year project funded by NZAID has included, amongst other things, field and exchange visits and engagement with indigenous communities in both the Philippines and New Zealand. 
And finally Ms Randa Siniora of the Palestinian Commission provided a brief on the forthcoming APF delegation visit to the Palestinian Territories that will occur from 8-11 August.  The delegation will consist of representatives from the Nepalese, New Zealand and Philippines Commissions as well as the Advisory Council of Jurists representative Andy Durbach and APF secretariat staff Pip Dargan and Benjamin Lee.  A representative of OHCHR will join the delegation in the West Bank. The visit aims to show delegates how a NHRI such as the Palestinian Commission such functions in a unique context.  The delegation will visit the Commission’s central office (Ramallah), and northern (Nablus) and southern (Hebron) regional offices.  It will also visit Jerusalem.  Delegation members will meet with Palestinian official institutions, UN representatives and civil society organizations working on human rights issues. A report of the visit will be prepared by the APF secretariat. Commissioner General of JNCHR informed the meeting that the Centre intended to include one of its staff in the visiting team but due to visa complications by the Israeli Embassy in Amman did not make that possible.
Chairperson, I wish to conclude by offering my sincere thanks to Hashimah Nik Jaafar for her excellent chairpersonship over the past twelve months and I look forward to continuing to work with her along, the secretariat and of course, with my other colleagues on the Network.      

Thank you.
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