NGO STATEMENT ON COUNTRY SPECIFIC HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
TO 14th ASIA PACIFIC FORUM
We, human rights defenders, present at the 14th Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions in Amman, Jordan, 3-6 August 2009 express our concerns about the precarious situation of human rights defenders in certain countries in the region.

As civil society organizations defending human rights in the Asia Pacific Region (APF), we are compelled to express our deep concern and outrage about grave human rights violations in Iran since the disputed presidential elections on 12 June 2009. We are deeply worried about the situation of our colleagues in Iran, many of whom should have been here as human rights defenders but who are unable to attend because they are being held in detention. We particularly refer to our Iranian brothers and sisters, Abdolfatah Soltani and Mohammadali Dadkhah, both human rights lawyers and founders of the Human Rights Defenders Centre, Abdolah Momeni, spokesperson to Advar, Shiva Nazarahari and Kayvan Poursamimi.

We are extremely concerned about the response of the government which has led to the deaths of many innocent people, numerous disappeared serious injuries, and to the illegal incarceration of reportedly thousands of Iranian citizens merely because they attempted to exercise their rights that are guaranteed by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which Iran has ratified.

In addition, there have been deaths in detention due to torture, ill-treatment, and neglect and the authorities have engaged in a purge of reform-oriented persons including opposition politicians, intellectuals, journalists, lawyers, human rights defenders, professors and students. Torture has occurred, in order to extract confessions to corroborate the government's fallacious claims that these protests for free and fair elections were instigated by foreign forces.

We request the APF to investigate into the incident, including dead, disappeared, injured and prisoners and condemning Iran for these transgressions of international law to work constructively in the international community to convince Iran to abide by its international obligations.
The crackdowns have targeted journalists and photographers, as the government has sought to shut down communications within Iran and to the outside world. The freedom of expression and of information is increasingly restricted.
We, as independent human rights groups dedicated to upholding international standards, deplore these practices, which are completely at variance with the values, principles, and commitments of the Asia Pacific Forum and its member National Human Rights Institutes. We call upon you to fulfil your responsibilities by acknowledging these tragic facts and by taking action in the international community to put an end to these violations. We call upon you to join us in expressing solidarity with the Iranian people and their struggle for human rights.
We would also like to draw your attention to the situations or concern in the following countries:

In Fiji, we denounce the freedom of expression is suppressed through the continued muzzling of the print and electronic news by the Army and police personnel. Any dissent and political criticism of the regime is banned. The purported abrogation of the Constitution cannot be challenged nor can any new Promulgations, Decrees, Declarations and decisions of the President. Independence of the -judiciary has been Curtailed, with judges and magistrates handpicked and dismissed by the Regime without reason. In an attempt to curtail Freedom of religion and belief the Methodist church was stopped from holding its annual conference. We urge the Asia Pacific Forum to talk to the Fiji government to recognize the Human Rights of all People living in Fiji.

In Sri Lanka, the emergency law and counter-terrorism legislation are used to criminalise human rights defenders. National human rights institutions are not immune during human rights emergencies and their staff are sometimes victimised and under threat. As a result, The National Human Rights Commission is currently improperly constituted as Commissioners have not been appointed since May 2009, impairing its leadership and authority. Hundreds of thousands of internally displaced persons in and around Vavuniya are in detention and denied freedom of movement. The National Human Rights Commission Internal Displaced Persons (IDPs) Unit must be more assertive and vocal in its protection role for IDPs especially those in detained in and around Vavuniya, and in demanding their freedom of movement.

In Palestine, the population is systematically denied the right to livelihood. We are also outraged by the siege and restrictions on movement imposed by Israel on Palestinians in the Gaza strip and by the degrading treatment to which the Israelis subject Palestinians at the multiple checkpoints, especially accessibility to Jerusalem.

The military regime of Burma has imprisoned over 2,000 political activists, labour activists, humanitarian workers, monks and nuns, handing out sentences of over 65 years for many of them. The regime has held Daw Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest for over 5000 days and has now put her on trial. In the absence of any human rights body in Burma, we call on Human Rights Bodies in neighbouring countries to monitor her trial and the conditions of detentions of all prisoners of conscience in Burma. We also urge the Asia Pacific Forum to advocate with ASEAN governments and to collaborate with the ASEAN Inter Government Commission on Human Rights to urgently address the human rights abuses in Burma.

In Syria, Human Rights Defenders are subjected to arbitrary arrest, imprisonment without trial, confiscation of computers and are banned from travelling. Mr. Rasem Atasi was stopped from leaving the country because he is the head of the Arab Human Rights Commission. We request your urgent intervention in regards to 5 July 2008 incident in the Sidnaya Province prison where 17 political activists and Human Rights Defenders who were protesting for the improvement of standards of the prisons have gone “missing”. We demand an impartial and neutral committee to be set up to investigate and report on this matter.
In Lebanon, special courts such as special security court, military courts and printings courts are of high concern to Human Rights Defenders and they should be banned and everyone be subject to equal trial. In addition, Human Rights Defenders call for independent and impartial judiciary to ensure Rule of Law and combat the corruption in all governmental bodies and entities.

In Cambodia, freedom of expression is a serious concern when the legal system including defamation law and charges of disinformation and incitement are used to criminalise dissent. People who have been forcibly evicted from their land by state agencies and private companies cannot safely access legal redress.
In Yemen, the Human Rights Defenders and journalists are abducted and their whereabouts kept secret. We severely denounce the death of Human Rights Defender Hashin Hajar who was not allowed access to medical treatment in prison and the detention without trial of prominent Human Rights Defender Yasser Al Wazier, a member of Yemeni organization for Defending Rights, Democracy and Freedom. The APF should send a letter of appeal to the President of Yemen to release Yasser Al Wazier and to cease targeting the journalists.

In the province of Papua, freedom of expression is being threatened; treason charges have been made against the people who express their opinions. We call upon the Indonesian human rights body to protect the rights of the indigenous People and monitor the activities of the Trans National Corporations. We also urge the Asia Pacific Forum to send appeal to the President of Indonesia to re-open the investigation into the murder of the prominent Human Rights Defender, Mr. Munir Said Thalib.
In Tibet, the restrictions on the right to culture, religion and media freedom has been severely restricted and Human Rights Defenders are subjected to harassment, arbitrary arrest and disappearance.

The increasing attacks on human rights defenders in Malaysia was most recently demonstrated in the arrest of about 500 individuals during a protest rally against the Internal Security Act on 1st August 2009. Despite requests by civil society for the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (Suhakam) to monitor the rally, the Commission failed to do so. We call on the Suhakam to be more pro-active in the protection of Human Rights Defenders, especially in view of the increasingly serious and heightened attacks on them in Malaysia.

We Urge The Asia Pacific Forum:
· To express support and solidarity with Human Rights Defenders
· To make efforts to establish independent, impartial and effective national human rights institutions throughout the region and strengthen and support existing institutions to be active and effective;

The existence of these violations against human rights defenders undermines the human rights security of the whole region. It should therefore be the responsibility of all NIs to monitor the situation regionally, report to their respective governments; and recommend appropriate actions.
