RECOMMENDATIONS BY NGOs TO APF MEMBERS ON
THEMATIC ISSUES

In recognizing the indivisibility and universality of human rights as well as the principles of non-discrimination and equality, and appreciating the role that NHRIs continue to play in promoting and protecting, human rights, we call on NHRIs to consider the following recommendations. These recommendations should be considered not just as separate thematic issues but also in the broader context of human rights and the everyday realities of peoples of the Asia - Pacific region.

1. The Role of NHRIs in Combating Corruption

· We call for institutional transparency within NHRIs and for NHRIs to request the same transparency standards from States, including disclosure of information. We encourage NHRIs to exert pressure on States to establish units for combating corruption, including creating special judicial authorities to address corruption – these must be independent from the executive, transparent, inclusive and consultative. We request NHRIs to create awareness on national laws and remedies to the general public, as an additional means of addressing, corruption within government agencies. We encourage NHRIs to call on government protection to whistle blowers;
· We urge NHRIs to engage in ongoing, discussions on a review mechanism to the United Nations Convention against Corruption, ensuring the consideration of the impact of corruption on human rights in this process.

2. The Role of NHRIs in Promoting Freedom of Religion and Belief

· We call on NHRIs to promote religious tolerance and co-existence by encouraging dialogue and cooperation among the different religious groups, the media and civil society organizations. Furthermore, we urge NHRIs to protect religious minorities, and to oppose State practices which frame people discriminatively as ‘believers’ and ‘non-believers’. We also encourage NHRIs to review state's policies relating to conversion to other religions that affirm the freedom of religion and belief.
· We urge that NHRIs recommend to governments the reform of marriage, family and personal status laws so as to, upon the conversion of a spouse to another religion, protect and affirm the rights of the non-converting spouse and their children.

· NHRIs must request States to include, in policies related to religion and religious practices, women and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people as groups that are vulnerable to the adverse impact of negative religious and cultural practices due to discrimination.
3. The Role of NHRIs in addressing Migration and Human Trafficking
· We commend the APF for its decision to establish the Working Group on Migration and support its focus on migrant workers but request that it also make reference to trafficked persons, asylum seekers, refugees and the families of migrant workers in close consultation with civil society organisations. We note that NHRIs have a key role to play in promoting the rights of all migrants and advocating practices of non-discrimination and call upon the APF to link with the Network of African NHRIs specifically on trans-border issues.

· We urge NHRIs to work bilaterally and multilaterally across source and destination countries to address migrant rights abuses. Specifically, NHRIs must ensure that they have adequate institutional competencies to address trafficking, in the context of migration and labour exploitation and to actively engage with civil society organisations with expertise in this area to this end.
· We note the role of NHRIs in monitoring the effective implementation of national and international anti-trafficking frameworks and in calling for the abolition of immigration requirements which place migrants in positions of particular vulnerability. NHRIs should ensure that all migrant workers and their families, regardless of status, are protected and recognized as rights bearers.

· NHRIs must urge States to adopt fair and effective screening processes for all migrants and ensure that asylum seekers, refugees and trafficked persons are guaranteed full protection.

4. ACJ Recommendations on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

· We recall the universality, interrelatedness, interdependence and indivisibility of all human rights irrespective of our sexual orientation, gender identity and/or gender expression.

· We appreciate the fact that APF has initiated discussions among some of the NHRIs including the meeting in Yogyakarta, Indonesia in May 2009 on the issue of human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity with regards to the Yogyakarta Principles on the Application of International Human Rights Law in relation to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity. We call on the APF to publicize and mainstream the Yogyakarta Principles into the work of NHRIs in Asia Pacific.

· We urge the Forum of Councillors to adopt the issues of sexual orientation and gender identity as the next reference for the ACJ's deliberation in consultation with civil society organizations working for the rights of LGBT people.

