APF 14 
NGO statement on institutional issues
This statement is made by non-government organisations working in the area of human rights across the Asia, Pacific and Arab regions who participated in the NGO Pre Forum meeting.   

The NGO Coalition welcomes the opportunity to participate in the APF 14 and respectfully submits 13 recommendations to the APF and NHRIs to strengthen institutional protection of human rights in the region in the 5 key areas of:
· Establishment and Enhancement of NHRIs

· Establishment and Enhancement of Regional Mechanisms

· Integration of International Human Rights Mechanisms with the Work of NHRIs

· NGO Engagement with the APF Conference and Meeting

· Protection of Human Rights Defenders

Establishment and Enhancement of NHRIs

1. The APF should work proactively with NGOs and governments to establish NHRIs in the Asia-Pacific region in countries in which they do not exist, including by inviting governments of states without NHRIs to attend and observe APF conferences.  These countries include Bahrain, China, Hong Kong, Kuwait, Lebanon, Japan, Oman, Syria, Taiwan, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen.  The APF should also work proactively with governments and NGOs to strengthen existing NHRIs, particularly in the Arab region, to ensure their full compliance with the Paris Principles.  

2. Wherever possible and appropriate existing NHRIs should provide expertise, capacity and support to establish NHRIs in the region.

3. We welcome APF proposals to establish sub-regional offices.  We recommend that this plan prioritize establishment of sub-regional offices in Amman, Jordan (in consultation with the Amman Centre for Human Rights) and the Pacific Islands. 

4. The process for selection and appointment of officers to NHRIs is a key factor of independence.  The APF should take an active role in ensuring the integrity of selection and appointment processes, including by:

a. preparing and disseminating best practice guidelines on selection and appointment processes; and

b. monitoring and, where appropriate, providing input to such processes.  

Establishment and Enhancement of Regional Mechanisms

5. The APF should work constructively with the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights to inform and strengthen the work of that mechanism and to promote its further development consistent with the spirit of the Paris Principles.

6. The APF should consult and work actively with NHRIs and NGOs in the Oceania and Pacific Island regions towards the establishment of a Pacific regional human rights mechanism in accordance with the spirit of the Paris Principles.

Integration of International Human Rights Mechanisms with the Work of NHRIs

7. NHRIs should: 

a. promote and facilitate civil society consultation to aid the development of state party/national reports to treaty bodies and the Universal Periodic Review; and input into country visits of the special procedures
b. actively monitor and advocate for domestic implementation of recommendations made by treaty bodies and the mechanisms of the UN Human Rights Council; and

c. integrate such recommendations into their work at the national level and in future engagement with international bodies.

8. The APF should actively promote the engagement of NHRIs with international mechanisms.  

9. The APF should document and disseminate best practice in:

a. NHRI engagement with international human rights mechanisms; and

b. NHRI monitoring and integration of international human rights recommendations at the domestic level.  

NGO Engagement with the APF Conference and Meeting
10. NGOs appreciate the real progress made by the APF in enabling NGO participation at the annual conference.  While acknowledging the rationale for proposals for the APF Conference to be held bi-annually, NGOs are concerned to ensure that this does not diminish the capacity of NGOs to inform and engage with the APF.  As equal partners in the promotion and protection of human rights, NGOs consider that the APF should: 

a. consult with NGOs regarding the agenda for both its annual meeting and bi-annual conference;
b. institutionalise a dialogue between NGOs and Forum Councillors;
c. grant NGOs with full rights of participation in the deliberations of the bi-annual conference; and

d. permit and facilitate NGO participation during appropriate sessions at the annual meeting.  

11. The APF should consider incorporating the following agenda items as standing items at its bi-annual conference:

a. NHRIs under attack;
b. NHRIs in progress;
c. the situation of human rights defenders in the region; and
d. implementation of prior APF recommendations.  
12. While welcoming the valuable work and concrete recommendations of the APF (including the ACJ), NGOs are concerned that APF and ACJ reports may be inadequately integrated in the work of NHRIs or implemented at the national level.  Recognising this, the APF should institutionalise follow up and report back by NHRIs on implementation of APF and ACJ recommendations at the bi-annual conference.  NHRIs should work towards implementation at the national level, including through a process of stakeholder consultation and the development and implementation of National Action Plans which address APF and ACJ recommendations.

Protection of Human Rights Defenders

13. NGOs strongly welcome the decision to integrate the issue of human rights defenders into future references to the ACJ.  In order for this mainstreaming to have practical utility, however, it needs to go beyond simply appending human rights defenders to ACJ recommendations, and should incorporate specific considerations as they apply to human rights defenders.  In this regard, NGOs recommend that the questionnaire prepared by the APF Secretariat to obtain information on an ACJ reference topic from APF members should include specific questions on the impact of the particular issue on human rights defenders.  The ACJ should also apply the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders to identify benchmarks for assessing the situation of human rights defenders in relation to the topic of the reference.  NGOs would welcome and respond to a call for submissions by the APF for NGO information related to the reference, including guidelines on which type of information would be most helpful for the ACJ in its deliberations.   

