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REMARKS BY NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT,

MADE BY NZAID’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND PROTECTION PROGRAMME MANAGER,  STEPHENIE KNIGHT  
AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE ASIA PACIFIC FORUM,

AMMAN, 5 AUGUST 2009

Mr Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the Government of New Zealand to this gathering of national human rights institutions from the Asia Pacific region, and thanks to our hosts, the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights.

The letter of invitation sent out in June to participants in this conference highlighted the vast size of the area covered by the Asia Pacific Forum.  It referred to the host country, Jordan, being on one edge of that geographical spread.  It referred to my country, New Zealand, being on the other.  

Such is the universality and indivisibility of human rights, as we are reminded in the declaration of the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna, that geographical separation does not constitute a barrier to common experience of the issues on our agenda at this conference.  
I would like to focus on one aspect already raised by the Commonwealth Secretariat, that of  the impact of climate change on the realisation of human rights.  This is a theme on which New Zealand has cooperated with the Maldives in the Human Rights Council.  In past months,  resolutions have been adopted by consensus in the Council, drawing attention to the impact of climate change on the full enjoyment of human rights in low-lying countries, a threat New Zealand takes seriously.  
This has also been a significant topic of discussion within the Pacific Islands Forum, of which New Zealand is a foundation member.   When the leaders of Pacific Islands Forum countries met last year on the small island of Niue, our Government took a lead in promoting the “Niue Declaration on Climate Change.”

The Declaration registered deep concern at the serious and growing threat posed by climate change to the economic and social well-being of people living in Pacific countries.  It called for action in a variety of fields, including an increase in the capacity of Pacific countries to play an active role in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Leaders insisted that the necessary financial and technical resources should be secured to carry out this work.

The Declaration also recognised the importance of retaining the Pacific's social and cultural identity, and the desire of Pacific peoples to continue to live in their own countries, where possible.  

In my own agency, NZAID, New Zealand’s international development agency, we put much effort into incorporating human rights throughout all programmes and to support human rights initiatives in partner countries.    We also have a history of working closely with the NZ Human Rights Commission. NZAID provides annual funding for key human rights organisations, including the Asia Pacific Forum.  
I would like to comment briefly on the Human Rights Council’s “Universal Periodic Review” process. As the NZ Human Rights Commission mentioned earlier, New Zealand went through its own UPR in May this year, and found the experience constructive and valuable.  National human rights institutions and non-government organisations have a chance to be heard during this process, and in our case they fully utilised that opportunity.  We acknowledge and appreciate the positive comments made by the NZ Human Rights Commission on the successful collaboration between the government and the commission to ensure as much community participation as possible in the UPR process.
New Zealand looks forward to continuing its strong relationship with the Asia-Pacific Forum Secretariat: a relationship that will only become stronger with APF’s nomination of the NZ Chief Human Rights Commissioner for the chair of the International Coordinating Committee.

Finally, we extend our thanks to the Secretariat and to our hosts, the Jordan National Centre for Human Rights, for their efforts in organising this meeting and for their wonderful hospitality.  It is already evident that this will be an historic meeting for all participants, with today’s announcement that August 5 will now be a day to mark human rights and human dignity in the Islamic world.

Thank you
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