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Greetings
Dr. Touq, Chairperson and Commissioners and Staff of our hosts KomnasHam, APF Director Kieren Fitzpatrick, Deputy Director Pip Dargon and other Secretariat members, Vladlen Stefanov and other representatives of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, representatives of the UNDP, distinguished observers and colleagues and friends from the Asia-Pacific, Warmest greetings.
Thanks to your nomination and your support I was elected ICC Chairperson in March 2010.  In the four months since, the New Zealand Commission and I have come to more fully appreciate the enormity of the job and the extent of the responsibilities.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Without the financial support APF has provided (US$75,000), the New Zealand Commission could not have undertaken the organisational and administrative ICC work without undermining our domestic responsibilities. 
Further, the APF Secretariat has provided essential strategic advice and support.  Director Kieren Fitzpatrick and Deputy Director Pip Dargon, and other staff, as appropriate, join a monthly telephone conference with the Office of the High Commissioner and Katharina Rose, the ICC Geneva-based representative.  In between Kieren, Pip, Ben, Greg and Thuy are always available for advice and guidance and Ben has helped plan, organise and support my meetings in Geneva.
The NZ Commission and I are immensely appreciative of this support – and I just want to add that all of us, as APF Forum Councillors and members, can be very proud of the calibre of Secretariat we have.

I want to also acknowledge assistance from three others: first the Canadian Commission, which has provided great support throughout the transition process – always available to answer questions, provide information, give advice.  Secondly, the ICC Geneva-based representative Katharina Rose who has been a superb liaison between the ICC and the Swiss banks, lawyer, accountant and other officials we have had to deal with, as well as continuing the high standard of support she provides to NHRIs engaging with the Human Rights Council, Treaty Bodies and other mechanisms.  We have a weekly teleconference with Katharina.
Finally, but not least, Gianni Magazzeni and the National Institutions and Regional Mechanisms section of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and now Gianni’s successor, Vladlen Stefanov, have been unstinting in their support.

ICC ACTIVITIES

So with all that help what have we actually done?

The March general meeting was a milestone in the ICC’s development for two reasons; First, it agreed the strategic priorities for the next three years.  Secondly, it witnessed the beginning of a formal partnership between the ICC, the OHCHR and the UNDP, a partnership focussed on further developing the engagement with and support for national human rights institutions throughout the United Nations.

The enhanced ICC-UNDP-OHCHR relationship was APF’s first contribution as ICC Chair.  Because of the work APF, UNDP and OHCHR are doing together in this region, Kieren Fitzpatrick and I seized the opportunity to brief UNDP Administrator, Helen Clark, shortly after her appointment.  We made a case for UNDP prioritisation of the work with NHRIs and the development of a formal relationship between the OHCHR, the UNDP and the ICC.  At the OHCHR, Gianni Magazzeni has been a great ally in this process.
Key ICC activities since March:
The ICC agreed six strategic priorities in March 2010.  They are:
· To maintain and strengthen the accreditation process.  

There has, of course, been a meeting of the Accreditation Sub-Committee and we have all received its repost, including a discussion paper.  I will leave the APF member on the Sub-Committee to report.

· To enhance engagement with the UN and regional human rights networks.
· To build partnerships and engage external stakeholders
· To develop knowledge sharing and internal communications
· To support the strengthening of regional organisations of NHRIs
· To ensure that the ICC has a level of resources adequate to ensure its independence, viability and sustainability

Since March I have had to focus primarily on:

· Transitional organisation administrative and financial issues
· Development of the Biennial Conference and October ICC Bureau meeting

· Engagement with the UN Human Rights council Treaty Bodies and other international human rights mechanisms
The second priority, enhancing engagement with the UN and regional human rights networks has been the area of most substantial activity.
At the 14th session of the Human Rights Council the ICC co-hosted the side event on Human Rights and Business which we co-hosted with the OHCHR and the Norwegian Government which included the UNSGSP Prof. John Ruggie, ICC Secretary/Deputy Chair, Florence Joako, the Chair of the Kenya Human Rights Commission and APF Chairperson, Dr. Touq.
OTHER INTERVENTIONS

Other interventions during the Council session included participation of a Moroccan Commissioner on the Council panel on Women and Education; participation of a New Zealand Commissioner on a side-event with the Special Rappoteur on the Right to Education, on the Right to Education of Migrants; individual NHRI statements as well as an ICC statement.
The Annual Meeting of the Treaty Body Chair people and the Special Procedures Mandate holders.
As the Treaty Bodies and Special Procedures are key points of engagement for NHRIs and the work they do is critical to achieving improvements to human rights at the national level, I went to Geneva late June/early July to participate in both meetings.  My participation was greatly assisted by the Expert’s Panel on Treaty Bodies and NHRIs convened by the OHCHR and the Moroccan national institution (Morocco is the African network Chair) earlier in June.  The Marrakech statement that emerged will be discussed at the ICC Bureau meeting in October.  
During my time in Geneva I focused on the ICC priority relating to the Human Rights Council review, meeting with the new President of the Human Rights Council, with the Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, speaking to an open meeting of OHCHR staff, and an open meeting of State delegations as well as private meetings with each of the States parties regional caucuses and with NGO’s.
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE

We have had to focus on the transitional organisational, administrative and financial issues over these months and this has been a significant responsibility, not just for me, but also for our Executive Director, our Senior International Advisor and my Executive Assistant, as well as Katharina Rose in Geneva.  I am very grateful to them all.  We are trying to organise things so it will be much easier when we hand over to the next Chairperson.

BIENNIAL CONFERENCE AND OCTOBER BUREAU MEETING

The other major focus has been the development of the Biennial Conference and the October Bureau meeting.  I have circulated a complete set of the draft programme, concept notes and related papers that are currently being translated to go out for final consultation.  I will focus on those tomorrow and invite your comments and feedback.
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