
Check against delivery

Address by 
Mr. Vladlen Stefanov
Chief

National Institutions & Regional Mechanisms Section

Office of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights

[image: image1.png]



       15th Annual Meeting 

Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions
Bali-Indonesia
3-5 August 2010
Distinguished Forum Councillors,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honour for me to represent the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights at this important gathering of national human rights institutions in the Asia-Pacific region.  
As you may know, I assumed the responsibility of chief of National Institutions and Regional Mechanisms Section just a month ago.  In view of the importance given by the Office, my Section and myself to our partnership with the APF, I accepted with great pleasure the invitation to be here to meet all of you; and to consolidate OHCHR’s cooperation with APF and with each of the national human rights institutions present here.   
I would like to commend and express gratitude to APF and our outstanding hosts: the Governorship of Bali and the National Human Rights Commission of Indonesia (Komnas HAM) for the excellent organization of this event.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Within OHCHR, the new organizational development is that our mandate expanded to include also regional mechanisms, cooperation with which is a priority for the United Nations.  
One of the main OHCHR expected accomplishments for the biennium 2010-2011, as in the past, is to work towards improving national protection systems.  This entails an increased compliance with international human rights standards by all States entities, increased ratification of international and regional human rights instruments, establishment of justice and accountability mechanisms in accordance with international human rights standards and enhanced access to justice, in particular for vulnerable groups.  An improved protection system also requires increased compliance and engagement by States, national human rights institutions and civil society with regional and international human rights mechanisms.  Our best partners in this endeavour are Paris Principles compliant national human rights institutions, which are on a daily basis, actively striving to the realization, promotion and protection of all human rights. 
Thus, the establishment and strengthening the capacity of national human rights institutions to discharge their mandate in an effective manner, in accordance with the Paris Principles and international standards remains a high priority for OHCHR.
 In this regard, and in the Asia-Pacific region we are regularly providing legal advice on draft laws for the establishment of new institutions to ensure the Paris Principles compliance.  We recommend revision of founding laws, when there are flaws hindering the effective functioning of existing national human rights institutions. 
As you may know the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Pillay, visited the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) States in April this year.  In every country, she promoted the existence of a strong protection system through a Paris Principles compliant national human rights institution.  With the valuable assistance and cooperation of the Qatari Human Rights Committee, OHCHR organized a workshop on the Paris Principles for the GCC countries, which was opened by the High Commissioner on 20 April. Clearly the High Commissioner’s visit has generated an interest from the GCC Governments to either establish or to ensure that the existing institutions are Paris Principles compliant.  In the coming months, we foresee to conduct a number of workshops in that region.

In September last year, together with APF we conducted a workshop on the establishment of a national human rights institution in Papua New Guinea.   We have received positive feedback as the process is moving ahead.  OHCHR Office in Nepal continues working with the National Human Rights Commission of Nepal.  In fact, in the framework of our section’s fellowship programme in Geneva, this year we are hosting two fellows from the National Human Rights Commission of Nepal.
The joint OHCHR-UNDP and APF project on NHRI capacity assessment has already proven to be a success. By the end of this year, four national human rights commissions in the Asia Pacific region (Malaysia, Maldives, Jordan and Thailand) will have undergone the process of their assessment.  There has been expression of interest by national human rights institutions in other regions to apply the same methodology for their capacity assessment. 
In compliance with the ICC General Observation 1.4 on Interaction with the International Human Rights System, NIRMS has been supporting national human rights institutions engagement with the United Nations human rights machinery, including the Human Rights Council and its UPR process and special procedure mechanisms as well as with treaty bodies.  For instance, in 2009, 69 of the countries examined by treaty bodies had a national human rights institution, out of which 37 participated in the review process either by submitting alternative reports or attending the sessions. Regularly, NIRMS provides briefings to treaty bodies on the status of national human rights institutions in the States under review.  Also, in June this year OHCHR participated in a national human rights institutions’ meeting on strengthening relationship with Treaty bodies, organized by the Advisory Council of Human Rights of Morocco in Marrakesh.  All regional groups were represented at the meeting and under the leadership of the ICC Chairperson, Ms. Noonan, a statement was drafted, which will be presented to the ICC Bureau in Edinburgh in October for adoption.  
The Human Rights Council resolution 5/1 provides space for the participation of national human rights institutions and their regional coordinating mechanisms in the Human Rights Council sessions and their engagement with its Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and special procedures mechanisms. OHCHR has been conducting briefing sessions for all stakeholders, including national human rights institutions on how best to cooperate with the human rights mechanisms.  Such a regional consultation for Asia was initially foreseen to be held in Bangkok last spring, and has now been rescheduled for next November.  In November last year, we conducted in Geneva, with the cooperation of UNDP’s regional office, a consultation for national human rights institutions in Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). In September, we will conduct another of these briefings in Europe, through our OHCHR regional office in Brussels.
 In 2009, 22 out of the 48 countries reviewed under the UPR had a national human rights institution. Eleven out of these 22 institutions submitted information for the stakeholders’ report.  It has been estimated that, in 2009, at each Human Rights Council session an average of 20 national human rights institutions participated by submitting written documentation and/or participating in the debates. 
OHCHR regularly facilitates the holding of side-events by national human rights institutions during treaty bodies meetings or Human Rights Council sessions and organizes meetings for national human rights institutions to meet with experts, Special Rapporteurs and members States.

Action 2 of the UN Secretary General’s reform package provides for an organization-wide prioritization of human rights by strengthening human rights-related activities at the country level. In the framework of the strategic partnership between OHCHR and UNDP in strengthening national human rights institutions, OHCHR and UNDP have together developed a toolkit for United Nations country teams on planning, capacity assessments, identification of challenges and opportunities for national human rights institutions.  This toolkit, be launched very soon, is based on best practices and lessons learned, as well as the most updated guidance from OHCHR.
NIRMS continues to assume the secretariat function of the International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions (ICC). In this respect, we organized the meeting of the ICC 23 in Geneva last March, during which the ICC chairmanship rotated from the Americas to the Asia-Pacific and to the National Human Rights Commission of New Zealand, under the skillful leadership of Ms. Rosslyn Noonan.  Just a few months in this job and she has already proven to be a result-oriented, open, communicative and competent Chairperson on top of every ICC-related issue. It is a real pleasure for me and my colleagues to work with Rosslyn, as I am sure it is for all of you.
One of the important points at ICC 23 was the presence of International Ombudsman Institute (IOI) and the Association of Mediterranean Ombudsman (AOM).  This was a sign of their willingness to strengthen their cooperation with the ICC.  A considerable number of Ombudsman institutions are already ICC members and among them many have A status.  In line with the General Assembly resolution 63/169 on "The role of the ombudsman, mediator and other national human rights institutions in the promotion and protection of human rights", we should encourage all other Ombudsman institutions to join and seek ICC accreditation, Article 1 (b) of this resolution states “To develop, where appropriate, mechanisms of cooperation between these institutions, where they exist, in order to coordinate their action, strengthen their achievements and enable the exchange of lessons learned.”
With regard to the ICC Subcommittee on Accreditation, I will just cite what the Secretary-General stated in his report to the 13th session of the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/13/45), which I think rightly values the great job the Subcommittee is performing.  In paragraph 16 of the report, “the Secretary-General acknowledges that the accreditation process carried out by the Subcommittee on Accreditation of the ICC, with the support of OHCHR, is a dynamic process, and expresses appreciation for its increasing rigorous, fairness and transparency.  The Secretary-General also stresses the importance of this process in strengthening the independence and effectiveness of national human rights institutions, which, ultimately, will result in strengthening the national human rights protection system.”  The number of A status national human rights institutions has now risen to 67, which demonstrates the willingness of more and more national human rights institutions to ensure conformity with the Paris Principles.
Currently, we are all busy preparing for the International Conference on Business and Human Rights in Edinburgh in October. I am sure the meeting will enlighten us on the emerging role of national human rights institutions in connection with business and human rights. It will provide an opportunity for all of you to share experiences regarding priorities and strategies to enhance the application of human rights norms in the context of the corporate sector, by engaging with governments, the corporate sector and the civil society to protect and promote human rights. I hope to meet you all in Edinburgh in October.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate OHCHR’s full commitment to strengthening the capacity of every national human rights institution to discharge it mandate in an effective manner to ensure the enhancement of the national protection system.  To this end, at the headquarter and field level, we work with our regional partners, including APF and other regional groups as well as sister agencies like UNDP and members of UN country teams.
Currently, you and us, we are all busy preparing for the International Conference on Business and Human Rights in Edinburgh in October, where I am sure we will all meet again. 
I wish you fruitful and productive discussions during these days.

Thank you.
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