NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
(Statutory independent body formed by Act 53 of 2009)

6/3, Block-D, Lalmatia, Dhaka01207, Bangladesh

Fax:88 02 9137743; e-mail:nhrc.bd@gmail.com 
ANNUAL REPORT

(April 12009 to March 31 2010)

Formation of the Commission:

Protection, Promotion and providing guarantee of human rights have been enshrined in the Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

For protecting, promoting and providing guarantees of human rights National Human Rights Commission has been established through enactment of ordinance no.40 of 2007.

The Commission was constituted through appointment of one chairman and two others as members on the 1 December 2008. Consequently the NHRC act 2009 was enacted in the parliament on the 14 July 2009. In view of the present law, one member reaching the age of 70 has ceased to perform and the other has joined back his parent organization, the University of Dhaka. After retirement of honorable 1st Chairman the Commission is reconstituted through appointment of one Chairman, one permanent member and five honorary members. 
Manpower: 

Government has approved 28 positions for the Commission. To perform the emergency functions government has deputed a Joint-secretary named Md.Shamsozzaman Bhuyan  in  the post of Secretary, attached Deputy Secretary Mr.Sharif Mostafa Karim and Senior Assistant Secretary AQM Nasir Uddin of Ministry of law in the post of Director and Ministry of Establishment has deputed another Senior Assistant secretary named Md. Abu Abdullah to the post of Deputy Director of the Commission.

Simultaneously, a UNDP funded project styled as Promoting Access to Justice and Human Rights in Bangladesh has provided six personnel; they are working as  Administrative Officer, Accountant, Computer operator, Secretarial assistant and Office Helper. 
Function of the Commission

 The Commission shall inquire  suo–moto or on a petition submitted by affected people of  or any person on his behalf on a Complaints of violation of human rights or abetment  there of, by a person ,state or government agency  or institution or public servant. The Commission may visit jail or other places where person are detained or kept for correction , custody ,treatment etc and may make recommendation to the government  for development of those places  and condition. Its function also includes to review condition as to human rights provided by  the  Constitution and research laws and international instruments on human rights and advise the government in the matter, and to research  into human rights and to take part. in their execution in educational and professional institution, to arrange research, seminar ,symposium, workshop for increasing public awareness of the safeguards available for the protection of human rights, to encourage and coordinate efforts of non–governmental organization and institutions working in the fields of human rights and to provide legal assistance to aggrieved person or any other person on behalf of the aggrieved person to lodge a complain before the Human Rights Commission and to take steps to resolved it through mediation and arbitration. In addition, the Commission provide training to the member of the law enforcing agencies regarding protection of human rights.

 But the matters regarding issues relating to the cases being tried before a court,  any issue relating to the service matter  of the public servant  of the Republic  any employee of the engaged in the service of a statutory government authority  which is triable in  any  tribunal established  under the Administrative Tribunal Act 1980 and issues being considered by the Ombudsman shall not be included into the functions or duties of the commission.   

Complaints received by the Commission and steps taken:

The Commission from it’s inception receiving Complaints Suo-moto or on a petition submitted by a person  affected or any person on his behalf, into Complaints of violation of human rights or abetment  there of, by a person ,state or government agency or institution or organization.

The Commission received seventy six .Complaints received  within 1/4/2009 to 31/03/2010 of which 29 Complaints already disposed off. In the matter of remaming complaints reports have been asked from relevant authorities and also for enquiries. In the pending complaints reports have been called from relevant authorities and also for inquiries. The pending matters have been fixed for disposal on various dates. It is mentionable here that  the Commission has to send the complaints to concern authorities due to lack of adequate man power and logistic support. 

Short description of some of the pending Cases are as follows:- 

1       Complain of illegally taken into custody and torture of one Deluwware Hossain(30) who was illegally arrested  by some uniformed (?) RAB members  on 20/01/2009  at 12:30 pm and detained up to 13.02.09. In that time he was tortured and fabricated with 3 different false Cases.

The Complainant Sunder Ali stated that he is an old, economically insolvent and it is  difficult for him to conduct such cases. He also stated  Cases against his son is false  and fabricated. The matter has been referred to the Chairman District legal Aid Committee, District and Session Judge, Dhaka for legal aid.  

2.
One Kamrul Hasasan lodged Complaint against BDPC Authority that he was employed there and within his probation period without giving any notice of termination he was removed from his job. Hearing both the parties the Commission took initiative to arbitration of the matter. In arbitration according  to the claim of the Complaint, it was directed to the BDPC Authority to give one month salary as compensation as prayed by the complainant. The opponent agreed to comply with  the Commission’s decision and the  paid full salary of the month of October 2009 to the Complainant. Thus the complaint disposed of on  receiving the written statement of the Complaint that he has no allegation any more against the opponent BDPC. 

3.
In a complain it is alleged that one Monirul Islam Morul, in spite of being released on bail by the honorable High Court Division of Supreme Court, was illegally taken into custody without any warrant by the police of Paikgacha police station and has been tortured for two days. The matter was sent to the IGP for necessary action and report. For non-compliance of the order in the stipulated time  another order in by name of the IGP has been sent for submit a report to the Commission.. 

4.
Allegation of undue pressure by police of Koira Police station to a complainant for withdrawing a case filed against the accused of acid throwing incidence on victim Reshma Begum. The matter has been sent to IGP by name for further. investigation by a senior rank Police officer of CID (not less the rank of ASP) but no report is received by the Commission till date. Henceforth the matter is referred to the Secretary of Ministry of Home by name for taking immediate action and report compliance. Simultaneously the matter is sent to the District Legal Aid Committee headed by the District & Session Judge, Khulna for giving legal aid to the victim.

5.
In a complain of Asian Human Rights the Commission alleged that one Golak Chandra Mandal of village Khaliar char under Paikgachha police station has been  fabricated in false case for harassment by Paikgachha police .The matter had referred to IGP with his by name for investigation and request compliance in several times but not getting any response from him. Henceforth, the matter has  been sent to the Secretary Ministry of Home with his by name for investigation and report compliance to this Commission by 23/5/2010.

6.
In a complain of Asian Human Rights, it is alleged that a journalist A.. F Masum of the Daily ‘NewAge’ was tortured by the RAB-10 members. The Copy of the allegation has been sent to the DG. RAB for investigation and taking necessary action and for compliance report to the Commission for information by 1/6/2010.

7. In a complaint of Asian Human Rights Commission it is alleged  that around 30 lower caste families of Hindu Comminute at Nathpara of karal village in Chittagong district faced eviction by the Putia police for construction of six KM by –pass road without rehabilitating with sufficient money. The matter was sent to Deputy commissioner of Chittagong district  for report.  It is known to his report that Ministry of Communication has framed a 3 member Committee by its notification 20.Development-1/Rn/Mp-(2)-2/2003-459 dated 30/7/2007 for giving compensation. to the damaged of acquisition of land, infrastructure, trees, victim of commercial institution of the inhabitants situated in the right of way . The victims will be compensated and rehabilitated properly through these Committees. The project manger(Ex.Eng)  of R & H, Chittanong has been requested to inform the action taken regarding  this matter by 3/5/2010.

8.  In a complain of Asian Human Rights Commission it is alleged that Mr.Niapad Boiragi was taken into custody by the police of Dumuria police station without any warrant and later his family knew about his death which has been labeled an encounter killing by police. The matter is referred to IGP For necessary action after proper investigation with a senior rank police officer (at least an ASP rank officer). But not getting no report a further instruction has been sent to IGP with his by name for compliance report by 3/5/2010 to the Commission.

9.       Allegation of alleged killing of Babu son of  a war–injured freedom fighter Md. Akkas Ali, and one Shoel in the name of crossfire. The Complainant expressed that his son Babu was called from his house by sohel and he knew it that his son and the said sohel has been killed by RAB-3. moreover the complainant stated  that there was no case against Babu  in any police station  before his death .  The matter has been sent to the by name of Secretary of Home Affairs for enquiring with a high-ranking committee consisting of a Deputy Secretary of Administration., a Deputy Commission of police and a representative of civil society as per choice of the aggrieved complainant and information compliance. 

10)
 It is alleged that one Advocate Shah Nur Islam has been tortured illegally by the member of police of Ramna Police Station. The matter was sent to the Dhaka Metropolitan Police Commission  for necessary action after proper inquiry by a senior police officer and report compliance. But sending any report further instruction has been given to the Dhaka Metropolitan Commissioner with his by name for compliance report by 2/5/5010 to the Commission.

11 
In a complain of Asian Human Rights Commission mentioned one Saiful Islam Alamgir was arrested by police without warrant and tortured. The copy of the complaint has been sent to the Inspector General of police (IGP) to enquire into the matter with a senior rank police officer  and  necessary action and compliance report to the Commission.

12
 It is claimed in the Complaint by Bangladesh institute of Human Rights (BIHR) that one accused Abu Bakar died in the custody of Asulia police. That is published in the caption “Asulia police hefezat–E ashamir Mrittm’’ in the daily Samakal. Police Super Dhaka is directed to enquire into the matter and take necessary action and to send a complaisance report to the Commission by 4/5/2010.
13
In a complain of Christian Development Alternative (CDA) & Subarna gram Human Rights  that stuff reporter  of the daily ‘Kaler Kantha’ Mr.Rizwan Biswas has been tortured by the DB police. That complaint has been sent to the Dhaka Metropolitan Police Commission for enquiry into the matter and necessary action and report compliance to the Commission by 4/5/2010.

14.
 In a complain of Christian Development Alternative (CDA) alleged that by the order of SP Chapainababganj a police party in the leadership of S.I Yasmin Ali Killed Md.Mahfuz Alam son of Mr.Md.Mofizul Islam of village chaitanaypur  of Shibganj  Police Station under Chapainabagan District. The matter has been sent to Inspector General of Police (IGP) for necessary action after investigation of the allegation by a senor rank police officer (not below the rank of DIG) and report complain to this Commission by 05/05/10.

15. 
An allegation lodged by Md. Sawkat Ahmed that his sister Mukta Aker (Maleka) has been killed and he also stated that Officer- in- Charge of the Police Station concerned is trying to prove it as an UD (Un-natural Death). The matter has been sent to SP of Tangail district for investigation and report compliance to the compliance to the Commission by 23/5/2010 and also requested to take steps to ensure the security of the victim family. Further requested to IGP for enquiry in to the raised allegation against Habibur Rahaman Officer- in- Charge of Mirzapur for taking necessary action and report compliance of this Commission by 23/5/10.The matter also has been referred to the Chairman District legal Aid Committee & District and Session Judge, Tangail district for giving legal Aid to the complainant and for informing compliance.

16. 
Suo-moto directions have been issued on perusing the news published in the daily ‘Samakal’ and ‘Naya Digant’ dated 4/11/2009 in the Caption “ RAB-ER HATE GREFTAR TITU Ek Bacggar Dhare Nikhoj’’ and said that a TEAM of RAB forces led by Deputy Assistant Direction Mr. Mokhalesur Rahaman arrested the Jubo league leader Tushar Islam Titu from Dhukuria Bera Bazar under  Belkuchi Upajilla of Sirajganj district on 22 July 2009 but still his where about is unknown. But RAB-3 totally denied the arrest of Titu. Due to the controversial statement regarding this matter a suo-moto directions have been issued by National Human Rights Commission for taking necessary action in this matter, asking the Secretary M/O Home Affair for enquiry by a high level independent enquiry committee consisting of responsible officer of the status at least a Deputy Secretary of Ministry of Home Affair, Deputy Commissioner of Police and a representative from the civil society as per choice of the aggrieved party and report compliance but 13/12/09 though repeated request have been done but  not getting the said inquiry report in time. The Secretary of M/O Home Affair is further requested by his name to report compliance by 06/06/2010.
17.
 Suo-moto directives have been issued on perusing the report published in the daily ‘prothom Alo’ in the Caption’panch jan ke thanai atkea nirjaton : Janatar bikhober mukhay mukty’dated 27/12/2009 and stated that SI Rafiq and some others police members of  Araihajar Police station have arrest one Sajib(20). Fazlul Haq(15)  Mofijul (40), Amir Hossain (30), Zakaria (35) arbitrarily and demanded a large amount of bribe. Not getting the demanded bribe S.I Rafiq mercilessly tortured them and hurt. The matter has been referred to the IGP for enquired into the matter with a high ranking officer not less the rank of Deputy Commissioner and for taking necessary action according to the enquiry report.. Although with repeated request, not getting the compliance, the Commission  referred the matter to the Sectary of M/O Home Affair asking statement from the IGP office and take steps to enquire into the matter with high ranking officer and report compliance by 2/5/10 to the Commission.

18.
 Suo-moto directive have been issued on perusing the report published in the daily ‘Jugantar’ and ‘ Naya Diganta’ dated 3/1/10 that one Aminul Islam Mintu was arrested by police without any case against him and he was detained for two days in the police station lock up and he died by the police torture. On the contrary  police claimed he died with heart attack (the daily Naya Diganta:1/2/10). Due to the contradictory version regarding the matter the Commission asked the Secretary, M/o Home Affair for making an inquiry by a high level. enquiry Committee consisting officer of the status of at least a Deputy Secretary to the Govt., Superintendent of Police and a representative from. the civil society of the choice of the aggrieved party and for reporting Complaisance. Not getting the said report further request have been made to the by name of the Secretary of M/O Home Affair and report compliance by 05/5/10.
Information of press release:

In the matter of national and international issues the commission sent press releases from time to time which have been published in  the press. Summaries of  some of the press releases are mentioned below : 

	Serial no
	Summary of press release
	Date of publication of press release

	1
	The National Human Right Commission expressed concern at the news of extrajudicial killings in the country. The Commission urged upon the Government to arrange independent enquiries into such happenings by high level committee and publish the reports.


	New Age

01/6/09

	2
	 National Human Right Commission (NHRC) expresses concern over  the killing of Bangladeshi cattle trader by BSF on Thursday at Burimari in the district of Lalmanirhat, says a press release.

The Commission regarded the action of the BSF as violation of human rights and urged all concerned to stop recurrence of such incidents in future.


	Daily Star

22/06/09



	3
	National Human Rights Commission has condemned the recent incident of torture metedout to one Tabarak Hossain (35) on 11 July 2009 at Village Boalia under Gumastapur Upazilla in the district of Chapainababgonz.Justice Amirul Kabir Chowdhury, Chairman of the Commission in a statement regarded the act as inhuman and said that the act of the so called local leaders in torturing the young man hanging him with tree is inhuman and violation of human rights and demanded adequate punishment  of the offenders.He has urged upon the local law enforcing agencies to take immediate legal action against the perpetrators to bring them to book.


	New Age

20/7/09

	4
	Chairman of National Human Rights Commission Justice Amirul Kabir Choudhury  has expressed his grave concern in the death of one and many others grievous injury and burning of many residences in the violent  incidence  in the Hilly area of Baghaichhory upauzila 
	 Ittefaq

27/02/2010

	5
	The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in statement yesterday condemned the recent killing of two Bangladeshi nationals in BSF fireing at Haripur in Thakurgaon.

NHRC Chairman Justice Amirul Kabir Chowdhury in a statement expressed concern over the incident, saying that it is a naked violation of human rights and urged the government to respond in no time and take immediate steps to stop recurrence of such incidents infuture.

Quoting a newspaper report, the statement also mentioned that BSF killed 99 Bangladeshi and also an Indian in the last 13 months and 824 Bangladeshi during the period of last nine years from January 1, 2000 to March 2, 2010.


	Daily Star

05/03/2010



	6
	Justice Amirul Kabir Choudhury ,the  Chairman of National Human Rights Commission has condemned the  incidence of torture  by  police on Md. Billal Hossain a student of class four of Islamabad Senior Madrasa, Gouripur , Mymensingh 
	

	7
	
	


Participation in conference / seminars:   

The Chairman, Members, Secretary and Directors of the National Human Rights Commission  attended in the following international conference / seminars and delivered speech on the formation of the National Human Rights Commission and human rights situation of the country. 

	Serial no
	Name of conference / seminars
	Period

	1
	 The Commission Chairman and  member Dr. Niru Kumar Chakma attended  in  Regional conference of South Asian countries on “ Human Rights Awareness  and National capacity building  of  Human Rights Institutions ” in New Delhi.
	April, 16-18, 2009

	2
	Secretary of the Commission has participated in the “Asia regional HIV and Human Rights Workshop for National Human Rights Institutions” held in Thiland. Fifteen countries in
	March,10-12, 2010

	3
	The Commission Chairman and  two directors visited the  Human Rights Centre of Essex University, UK and the Chairman being invited by the under secretary of the state attended in the human Rights  report publication ceremony of 2009.
	March, 17,2010

	 4
	The Commission Chairman and  two directors visited the Parliament house of  UK  and observed the session of House of Commons and House of Lords.
	March, 18,2010

	5
	The Commission Chairman and  two directors visited New York City Human Rights Commission, USA and exchange views.
	March, 22,2010

	6
	The Commission Chairman and  two directors visited Qatar Human Rights Commission, Qatar and exchange views
.
	March, 31,2010

	7
	The Commission Chairman and  two directors attended the reception arranged  in respect of this Bangladeshi delegation by International labour solidarity held in American Centre of Hotel Ater Abbas  in  Doha

	March, 31,2010


Meetings / Seminars :
The commission organized a seminar on  protection and promotion of Human Rights in Bangladesh: the Role of  National Human Rights Commission, Law enforcing Agencies and NGOs held in NEC Auditorium of Planning Commission, Sere Bangla Nagar Dhaka. On the occasion of  UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY. 10th  December 2009.  Barrister Shafique Ahmed Hon’ble Minister of Law , Justice and Parliamentary Affairs  of the People Republic of Banladesh was present as chief guest of the seminar and UN Resident Representative  ms. Reneta Lok Dessllien was guest of honour.  Nevertheless The ambassadors, representatives of the foreign missions and respected person were present in the seminar.
