SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING

Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights
Institutions

"A Partnership For Human Rights In Our Region"

Report of Working Group

ii) Proposed Amendments (National Human
Rights Commission of India)

24 gt September 2001
Colombo, Sri Lanka

1 00050



=t
Sap-19-01 0Z2:20FP NHRC Q113340016

-

'

e o,

)

i are ,14‘- 19 Septermnber 2060

Justice | = Verma

Charperson
wan Tlral yyntine 00 sgig)

olivM
‘d'ﬁ "%

z
2
i
=

4,'?

Dlear M Lawrznee.

I should like to thark you for vour letter of 16 Awgust 2001, forwarding o copy of
the Business Plen 2001-2004 of the Asa Pacific Forum, together with the Drafl
Constitution of the Forum, an Explanatory Memorandum on the latter and o sel of Drati
Rasolutions.

We have stuchied these papers carctully and Feel thar they provide an exeellent
busis tor consolidating the work of the Forom and putling it on a sound basis for the
fulure

However, in respect of the Dralt Constitution, based on expert legal advice, we
would like to propose certan minimal amendments which, i our view, are essenhal o
presenving the independence of our Commission and ensuring that the membership of the
Nattonal Hloman Rights Commission of Tride s the Asia Pacilic Forum is consistent with
the Statute ol our Conunisaien, as o nplained m e Protection of Human Kighis Al 1993
adapted by our Parliament. These proposed amendments are annexed 10 this letier.

We do hope that the proposals will meet with the agreement of all members of the
Asta Pacific Forwn,

Eam copyong this fetter, with its anngsare, o Protessor Adice Tey oas well, with
whom we have ubso beew in touch i regard to this matter

Wath repards,

Yours sincerely.

Mr. Chns Lawrence

Proceedings Commissioner

New Zealand Human Rights Commission; and

Regional Coordinatar

Asti Pacific Forum of Natiooal Human Righis nstiotions

On behaf of the Forum’s Working Cirgup on Legal Governanee

Faxoil-a]-2-938d 95325
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FAa7 (a-1)

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY NHRC.

Clause 3 should be renumbered as 3

Notwithstanding what is herein contained. the mdependence,
authority and national staws ol each of the initial members and
their powers, duties and functions shall in no way be allected
by the establishment of this Forum and its lncorpoaraton, or s

functioning.

Decisions at general meetings should, a8 Tur as possible, be
artived at by consensis,

Present 13.7(a) should be changed 1o 13.7 (a-1)

Add at the beginning: "Where thers 1s ne consctists,”

Add at the ead: “However, when such a decision pertains to

the policy or principles poverning & human rights issue, any

full member whi disagrees wholly or partly with such a policy
i’

and /or principle may recond its dissentireservation specifying

the area of dissent or reservanon.”
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