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Asia Pacific Forum

Advancing human rights in our region

The Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (APF) is the leading regional human rights organisation in the Asia Pacific.
Established in 1996, we are a member-based organisation that supports the establishment and strengthening of independent national human rights institutions in the region.

The APF provides practical support to its members to assist them in their role of promoting, monitoring and protecting human rights.
We also provide specialist advice to governments and civil society groups.
Our members
From a membership of four in 1996, the APF continues to grow. Today the APF is made up of 18 member institutions, drawn from all parts of the Asia Pacific.
The APF has three membership categories: full members, candidate members and associate members.
To be admitted as a full member, a national human rights institution must comply with international standards set out in the United Nations ‘Paris Principles’.
Decisions about membership are made by the Forum Council, the APF’s governing body.
Any national human rights institution in the Asia Pacific region can apply to join the APF.
Find out more: www.asiapacificforum.net/members
Services and activities
The APF offers a wide range of services and support for its members, regional governments and civil society organisations.
· Advice: Specialist advice is provided to governments and civil society on the steps involved in establishing independent national human rights institutions, including compliance with the ‘Paris Principles’, operational issues, resourcing and ‘best practice’ models.
· Training: Tailored training programs strengthen the capacity of APF members to carry out their core functions, including investigating and resolving complaints, reviewing laws and policies and delivering human rights education. The APF’s current training programs include training on the international human rights system, conducting national inquiries, torture prevention, NHRIs and human rights defenders, and media and communication skills.
· Workshops: Thematic workshops bring together APF members, governments and NGOs to discuss emerging human rights issues and develop national and regional approaches.
· Networks: Professional and issue-based networks support APF members to share information and resources, develop partnerships and establish ‘best practice’ standards.
· Staff exchanges: Country-to-country staff exchanges help develop the individual skills of staff, strengthen links between national institutions and implement specific activities of the APF and its members.

· Annual Meeting: The largest annual human rights gathering in the region, the APF Annual Meeting is our major decision-making forum and a catalyst for developing new programs and initiatives.
· International participation: We advocate policy as well as coordinate the participation and collaboration of member institutions in the United Nations, the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions and other international and regional mechanisms.
Find out more: www.asiapacificforum.net/services
Advisory Council of Jurists

The Advisory Council of Jurists (ACJ) prepares independent legal advice for the APF on crucial human rights issues facing the region.

Comprised of eminent jurists from across the Asia Pacific, the ACJ has developed a substantial body of regional jurisprudence on the interpretation and application of international human rights standards. 
Since 1998 it has made recommendations to APF member institutions on a broad range of human rights issues, including the death penalty, torture, trafficking, anti-terrorism, education and the environment.
Find out more: www.asiapacificforum.net/acj
Governance

The APF is an independent, non-profit legal entity, with a ‘board of directors’ – the Forum Council – that reflects the APF’s broad regional diversity.

The Forum Council is the APF’s decision-making body. It is made up of representatives from each full member institution. 

The Forum Council sets the APF’s policies and priorities, decides membership applications and exercises all the powers set out in the APF constitution. It is led by a Chairperson and two Deputy Chairpersons. These positions are rotated annually between APF members.
The APF Secretariat implements the decisions of the Forum Council and manages the day-to-day operations of the APF.
Partners

The APF has a broad range of stakeholders including governments, civil society and international organisations such as the United Nations.
Funding
The APF is supported by contributions from member institutions and grants from governments, the United Nations, foundations and other non-government organisations. 
To ensure its continued independence and impartiality, the APF aims to maintain a diversified base of support for its activities.

Stay informed
The APF Bulletin provides a monthly round-up of human rights news and views from our member institutions around the Asia Pacific. Subscribe online at www.asiapacificforum.net.
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