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FOREWORD: 

The National Human Rights Commission of Mongolia is the first  national human rights institution to be established in Mongolia in accordance with the Paris Principles and is upholding its activities for the eighth year. 

Beginning from the time of its establishment the NHRCM has been monitoring the implementation of human rights, freedoms provided by the international treaties and national legislation, conducting activities for the protection and promotion of human rights and year-by-year the human rights situation  in our country is  seeing improvement. 

The NHRCM within the framework of the law on National Human rights Commission of Mongolia and based on the Strategic Plan for  2008-2011, Millennium Development Goals and National Comprehensive Development Plan has produced its Action Plan for 2009 and conducted activities provided within this document.

The Commission has conducted its main activities in following fields: 

· Activities in commemoration of the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration  of Human Rights 

· Independence of the court, access to legal service

· Human rights  education in  obligatory educational system

· Combating human trafficking

· Rights of person with disabilities

· Rights of ethnic minorities

· Rights of persons involved in the riots of  July 1st 

· Rights to be free of torture

· Rights of the child 

The activities for the protection and promotion of human rights conducted by the Commission since the APF meeting in 2008 until the present day are  briefly presented. 

As the NHRCM received a grant announced by the OHCHR for projects in support to the commemoration of the 60th anniversary, an assessment with an objective to ensure dignity and to analyze the compliance of prison living conditions with national and international standards was conducted on the fulfillment of rights of  prisoners with long term sentences. In result of this work, 4 package manuals for human rights training of prison personnel  and a 135 page guidance book “Human Rights and Prisons released by the OHCHR were translated and distributed to prison officers  becoming a full  training programme on  international human rights standards. 

For the celebration of the 60th anniversary, the NHRCM fully accepted them and approved  a special plan for  commemoration of the  anniversary which includes activities such as  series of human rights trainings,  consultative meetings,  roundtable meetings, conference on theory and practice,  public lectures,  human rights campaigns in rural areas,  human rights advocacy days  which were targeted at  representative of  government organizations, non-government organizations,  private sector and university students.

In result of step-by –step awareness-raising activities on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Mongolia ratified the convention in 2008. The NHRCM submitted recommendations to 11 state, administrative organizations on establishing disability friendly environment and awareness raising of own personnel for fulfilling the obligations set by the international treaty and taking measures for protection of persons with disabilities from being subject of any form of discrimination, creation of a friendly environment for them and provision of the possibility to fully participate in the social  life.

   
The eighth report on Human Rights and Freedoms was published and presented to the Parliament. This report was written upon two topics: “Riots taken place in capital city and human rights” and “Crime of human trafficking and human rights”. 

In 2008, the NHRCM in commemoration of the international Human Rights Day,  under the auspices of the President of Mongolia, in cooperation with the Office Of the President, with the support of the UNDP Mongolia organized a human rights forum on “Human rights and Corruption” which involved a total of  700 participants  from government organizations, NGOs, business entities, international organizations,  universities and colleges providing legal  education

      The NHRCM resolved 325 complaints. Most of those complaints concerned following issues: false charge,  torture,  abuses of law enforcement agencies,  right to private property,  rights to labor,  freedom of  press,  victims and detained of the so-called July 1st case,  request for strategic  advocacy. Conciliation is intensively used in complaints handling and cases of violation of human rights and freedoms are being brought to court. For instance, the NHRCM investigated a case of false criminal charge of a person detained for 261 days and brought this case at lawsuit. 

In 2008, the NHRCM  established a  Memorandum of Understanding  for combating , suppressing, preventing  torture established with the Anti-Corruption Authority, General Intelligence Agency, Investigation Authority under the General Prosecutors Office, General Police Office, General Enforcement Agency and within that framework organized  trainings and consultative meetings.

 In celebration of the international day in support to the victims of torture  a lecture  on “the Right to be free of torture” was given students of the Law School of the National University of Mongolia. 

In order to protect the rights of citizens to labor and their freedoms of association, the NHRCM established a Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation  with the Mongolian Association of Trade Unions and, in accordance  to this document, a plan of action was approved and following  work was initiated: strategic advocacy by bringing lawsuits to court,  joint study in labor safety, hygiene, professional supervision,  preparation of human rights trainers. For instance, the first stage of preparation of human rights trainers from Trade Unions included 20 representatives from 18 organizations. 

As in recent years Mongolia  has  been actively  participating in UN humanitarian operations, a two-day training programme in cooperation with  the Head Quarter of the Armed Forces of the Ministry of Defense was organized for raising  awareness and understanding of human rights among 350 soldiers and police officers who were to be deployed in missions to Iraq and Sierra-Leon.

By increasing the capacity the website of the Commission and fully renewing it, the public obtained possibility to receive via on-line International Conventions ratified by Mongolia, relevant legislations, annual reports on Human Rights and Freedoms in Mongolia,  quarterly publications of the  journal “Human Rights”, research reports and  other information.

In commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the NHRCM made visits to child care centers upon fulfillment of rights of  the child and undertaken activities such as production of a TV programe “Children- our future” and placement of publicities on the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Moreover, an 8 minute cartoon “Understanding human rights” is being  produced for children  based on Mongolian traditional fairy-tail “Guessing three”.

In connection to the ratification of the UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and its Optional Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish  Trafficking in Person, Especially Women and Children by the Parliament of Mongolian in 2008, the NHRCM has conducted a study on the current legal  framework  and legislation on  prevention, suppression and combating human trafficking and submitted  its opinions and recommendations upon measure to be taken to the Parliament, Government and law enforcement agencies.

Moreover, the NHRCM organized capacity development training workshops on “ Prevention of  human trafficking” on regional basis participants from law enforcement agencies in which representatives were present from  organizations such as judiciary, prosecutors office, bar association, police, intelligence agency, customs, regional legal offices, child protection organizations, civil registration. A 30 minute documentary on the crime of human trafficking was produced and disseminated through   central and local mass media in CD format. In the framework of this workshop 7 manuals and educational materials were produced and published. 
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