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Provedoria for Human Rights and Justice

12th Session of the Human Rights Council - Item 2 of the Agenda

PDHJ COMMENTS ON THE HC ANALYTICAL STUDY ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE
Mr. President,

I speak on behalf of the Provedoria for Human Rights and Justice, the National Human Rights Institution of Timor-Leste.

PDHJ acknowledges the report from the High Commissioner and is satisfied to see the intense work of OHCHR undertaken in this area in different countries, including in Timor-Leste. PDHJ wants to share with the Council its concern over the lack of satisfactory solution for transitional justice mechanisms which have already been implemented in Timor-Leste.
The PDHJ considers of utmost importance to ensure that the recommendations of the Commission for Reception, Truth and Reconciliation (CAVR) are implemented. CAVR has provided several recommendations dealing with different human rights aspects, including recommendations for the provision of reparations to victims, the establishment of a missing persons’ commission, the undertaking of security sector reform, amongst many others.

PDHJ would like to stress here the limitation imposed by its law which states that PDHJ’s mandate cannot deal with human rights violations taken place before the enactment of its Law. With the idea that remedying past human rights violations represents an important mechanism to prevent future violations, PDHJ has interpreted its mandate to allow it to look into the implementation of recommendations from transitional justice mechanisms in our country.

PDHJ is deeply concerned that until today – almost 4 years after the conclusion of the CAVR process – not enough attention has been given by the Timor-Leste State to implement CAVR’s recommendations. CAVR represented a process lead by the Timorese and its findings - which were based on extensive information provided by our people – reflect the Timorese reality.

Mr. President, 

In relation to the issue of reparation for victims of human rights violations, PDHJ recognizes that the State has already undertaken some considerable effort to implement reparation schemes to victims of the 2006 crisis, including victims of the police members killed and IDPs.
With this, PDHJ is sure that the Timor-Leste State has already had a successful experience in designing and implementing reparation schemes and it is, therefore, easy for Timor-Leste to implement a reparation programme for the 1975-1999 victims in the immediate future. 

PDHJ remains ready to work alongside the State to implement a reparation programme which is able to satisfy the needs of the longing victims.
Thank you very much. Obrigada barak.
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