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Provedoria for Human Rights and Justice

12th Session of the Human Rights Council - Item 3 of the Agenda

COMMENTS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TIMOR-LESTE’S OBLIGATION ON ACCESS TO WATER AND SANITATION IN DETENTION FACILITIES
Mr. President,

I speak on behalf of the Provedoria for Human Rights and Justice, the National Human Rights Institution of Timor-Leste.

PDHJ commends the report from the Independent Expert, which calls the attention to the importance of access to water and sanitation as a pre-condition for the full enjoyment of related fundamental rights.
PDHJ undertakes regular monitoring of detention and prison facilities. The issue of access to water and sanitation remains one significant challenge in Timor-Leste.

PDHJ has found that in police detentions throughout the country, there is no uniform access to water year around. Despite the availability of running water in some facilities, during dry season there is inadequate water supply. PDHJ has observed that in certain cases, the condition of toilets does not meet adequate standards. Despite these shortcomings, PDHJ is satisfied to see some advancement at the local level in that police stations have undertaken cleaning tasks of toilet facilities so as to minimize the impact of poor sanitation conditions.
PDHJ agrees with the comment from Independent Expert that access to sanitation has a close relationship with the right to privacy. In the majority of police detention facilities in the country, no separation of toilets is found between detained women and men. PDHJ is concerned that this can have the potential of infringing into the privacy of women who are detained in police detention facilities at district levels. 
Access to clean water is a real challenge in the majority of police detentions at district levels. Due to complete lack of drinking water, in many circumstances the family of the detainee or individual police officers have to bring or purchase safe drinking water to those detained. Police officers have expressed their dismay towards this situation, which shows a lack of budget allocation and implementation to ensure humane facilities to detainees. 
Mr. President,
PDHJ provides total support to Independent Expert’s recommendation that sufficient budget allocation shall be given to ensure access to water and sanitation. Budget allocation shall walk hand-in-hand with effective planning, implementation and monitoring strategies from the State. 
PDHJ supports the appeal from the Independent Expert for the advance development of the right to access of water and sanitation, which includes the identification of specific State obligations in this respect. We expect the Council’s support in this effort.
The PDHJ calls upon to the Secretary State for Security of Timor-Leste to ensure that a clear plan is designed and implemented to improve access to water and sanitation facilities in detention throughout the country. 
Thank you Mr. President.
