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Statement to the Interactive Panel Dialogue on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Geneva, 6 March 2009

Madam High Commissioner,

Mr. President,

Panelists,

I am speaking on behalf of the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions and its ‘A Status’ member institutions from Afghanistan, Australia, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Timor-Leste. 

We enter today’s discussion to recognise a groundbreaking aspect of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – the inclusion of a specific article on national implementation and monitoring (Article 33). 

Article 33.2 requires that the national mechanisms charged with promoting, protecting and monitoring a State’s implementation of the Convention be modelled on the Principles Relating to the Status and Functions of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (also known as the ‘Paris Principles’) which set out the minimum standards required for a national institution to fulfil its role effectively. The express incorporation of this insight into a major human rights instrument is a necessary response to the specific issues raised by disability, and a welcome precedent for the development and implementation of human rights law more generally.  

To our minds, the importance of Article 33.2 should be reflected in the rules of procedure of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which is charged with monitoring the implementation of the Convention by States Parties.  In particular the rules of procedure should formally recognise the relationship between the Committee and national human rights institutions. This would be best achieved by identifying the roles to be performed by national institutions in the Committee’s work, and the types and forms of interaction and collaboration to be shared by the Committee and national institutions.

As recognised in both Human Rights Council resolution 7/9 on the Human rights of persons with disabilities, and OHCHR’s recent Thematic Study on the Convention, national human rights institutions are integral to the promotion and the effective implementation of the Convention. Further, as the experience of other treaty bodies demonstrates, national institutions can play a key role in all aspects of the Committee’s work, including the State reporting process, the handling of individual complaints, and inquiry procedures. 

We view the formalisation of the relationship between the Committee and national human rights institutions not only as a means of enhancing awareness of and advancing compliance with the Convention, but as a significant and compelling step towards the harmonisation of treaty body practices with national institutions.

We wish the Committee well in its important work and look forward to developing an effective and fruitful relationship with it.

Thank you.
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