ADVISORY COUNCIL OF JURISTS
TERMS OF REFERENCE

1. Establishment of the Advisory Council of Jurists of the Asia-Pacific Forum
The Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions establishes the

Advisory Council of Jurists (the Council) as a specialist advisory body to provide, on request, jurisprudential guidance to the Forum and its member institutions.

2. Jurisdiction

When requested, the Council shall provide comment, opinion and advice on the interpretation and application of relevant international human rights standards, having regard to settled principles of international law and treaty obligations.

3. Requests to the Council

(i) A request to the Council may be made by a decision of the Forum. The Forum may request an opinion from the Council on a general issue of human rights law of broad regional concern.

(ii) The Council has no jurisdiction to receive requests from individuals, organisations, domestic judiciaries or governments. The Council may propose issues on which an opinion might be requested but it has no authority to offer an opinion without a request from the Forum.

4. Advisory Opinions

Opinions or views expressed by the Council to the Forum are only advisory. The Council’s views may contain recommendations or suggestions as to how they might be implemented but the Council cannot instruct the Forum or Member institutions on their activities or require them to take any particular actions.

5. Structure, Composition and Procedure

(i) The Council shall be comprised of eminent jurists who have held high judicial office or senior academic or human rights appointments, and who meet selection criteria approved by the Forum.

(ii) Each member institution of the Forum may nominate one national of its own country to serve on the Council.

(iii) Each member jurist serves a three year term, which may be renewed twice.  Members serve in their personal capacity, independent of their governments and the nominating member institution. Members shall not delegate their functions to any other person.

(iv) The Council shall appoint one of its members as the President of the Council, it being desirable to rotate the Presidency to the extent possible. The President of the Council is responsible for coordinating requests for advice, determining whether an issue is within the Council’s jurisdiction and for arranging meetings of the Council. The President may refer a request for an opinion to the full Council or to a board of at least three members of the Council, as appropriate.

(v) The majority of work undertaken by the Council shall be conducted by correspondence. The Council shall meet as required by its workload and its meetings should coincide, to the extent possible, with the annual meetings of the Asia-Pacific Forum.

(vi) The Secretariat of the Forum shall serve as the secretariat to the Council.

(vii) The Secretariat of the Forum shall meet the costs of the Council’s deliberations and reasonable expenses. It is not envisaged that Council members shall receive financial remuneration for their services.

(viii) In all other respects the Council shall determine its own procedures.

6. Review

These Terms of Reference and the composition of the Council will be reviewed by the Forum at intervals of not more than five years.
________________________________
� Terms of Reference are current as at 1 January 2010, and incorporate changes adopted during the 2008/9 review of the operations of the ACJ.





