Advisory Council of Jurists

DUTY STATEMENT

Roles and Responsibilities of Individual ACJ Members

The Advisory Council of Jurists is a specialist advisory body of the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions.  It provides advice on the interpretation and application of relevant international human rights standards, having regard to settled principles of international law and treaty obligations.

Core Roles
The Core Roles and Responsibilities of a Jurist include:

· assisting their respective institutions, as required and on request, in the consideration of proposed reference topics;

· preparing for annual meetings including reading and commenting upon relevant background and reference materials provided by the secretariat;

· attending and actively participate at Annual Meetings including:

· contributing to discussions;

· assisting in drafting observations and recommendations; and

· participating in plenary sessions at the APF Annual Conference;

· reviewing and commenting on drafts of the final ACJ report and recommendations; and

· assisting the APF promote ACJ reports and recommendations by participating in related activities such as conferences, seminars and other activities (if and when other commitments permit).

Jurists from those institutions whose Chairperson serve as either the APF Chairperson or two Deputy Chairpersons shall also participate in a sub-committee that considers and recommends the following year’s ACJ reference topic.  

Additional Roles 

Additional roles and responsibilities may be determined by a member institution in consultation with its Jurist.  Amongst others, these may include:
· assisting the National Institution assess the domestic application of ACJ reports and recommendations;

· assisting the National Institution in its domestic implementation of relevant recommendations;

· preparing articles promoting and disseminating ACJ reports and recommendations;

· participating in domestic conferences, seminars and training sessions.
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