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Part 1: Issues raised in the Terms of Reference \

Preliminary Questions \

Education Policy and Programs

1. Please provide an overview of the framework of govement education
polices and programs in your country, including the division of
responsibilities and financing between national, ste and local
governments.

(The questionnaire is completed with referenceh® Ministry of Education
documents.)

After 27 years of Israeli military control of thalestinian educational system, leaving it
in complete disarray, the Ministry of Education amtigher Education took
responsibility in 1994. Since then, the Ministryslendeavoured to develop and advance
Palestinian education and to provide quality edanafor every Palestinian child. We
are presently talking about a system that accomteedg078,488 school children (this
figure excludes the 73,119 children in pre-schahication), 48,674 teachers and 2,276
schools. In addition, there are 138,139 studentslled at 43 different institutions of
higher learning. The West Bank and Gaza have &potaulation of 3.7 million and an
average growth rate of 3.8%. The median age isyiéaks. According to the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics, the age structure2fa®4 reads as follows: 46% of the
population are between the ages of 0-14; 10.6%dmihb-19; 38.7% between 20-59;
and 4.4% above 60 years of age. This means thastited is a very young country
where not less than 56% of its people are enrahethe education system. Such a
situation constitutes a big financial burden onRiAe

Education is as well the largest public servicea@ewithin the Palestinian Authority.
Educational services in the West Bank and Gazapaogided by the Palestinian
Authority (PA), the United Nations Refugees and WéoAgency (UNRWA), private
and non-governmental organizations, with the latier dominating the pre-school and
tertiary levels while the others focus on basic aadondary education. Many schools
are over crowded with some 25% operating on moae time shift. Out of a total of
1,078,488 school children, the distribution amohg different sectors is as follows:
757,615 students study in PA schools (70%), 254j632NRWA schools (24%) and
66,321 (6%) in private schools. It is to be notedt tUNRWA offers basic education
only, grades 1-10 as well as vocational, techrécal teacher education and serve the
refugee population in the first place. The disttidm of the school population is
536,752 males and 541,636 females, which indict#tas gender parity has been
attained. The rate of school drop out is 0.9%. dhosl year 2005/2006, there were
5,999 students enrolled in 279 vocational traintfasses in 90 schools. According to
the Ministry of Finance report, the Education budém 2005 was $293,299,000
constituting 14.17% of the total PA budget and sdconly to the Ministry of Interior
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(which includes the security agencies). UNRWA etiocabudget for 2005, covering
both Gaza and the West Bank, totalled $97,856,000.

Since its establishment, the Ministry of Educatemmd Higher Education committed
itself to reform the inherited education systenthwis main goal being the preparation
of a future generation that is able to build a deratic Palestinian state. In pursuing this
vision, the Ministry faced several challenges, thiewhich was the unification of two
systems of education, one in Gaza and the othéireiWest Bank. Since Palestine has
never had its own curriculum, therefore it was mbent on the Ministry to construct a
Palestinian curriculum that met the needs of thieddiaian people. Other challenges
included the continued expansion of school builditggmeet the enormous demand on
education, the equipping of school buildings witteded laboratories and equipment,
the provision and training of teachers, and theetiggment of programs to meet the
different needs of the population.

The strategy formulated by The Ministry of Educatend Higher Education is
developed into Five-Year-Plans focusing on five kegas: access to education for all
children; quality of education; formal and non-f@neducation; management capacity
in planning, administration and finance; and humesources of the educational
system.

Five developmental principles have been considered:

1. Education as a human right: All children betwdenages of 6 and 16 years old
have the right to receive free basic educatiorandigss of social or economic status,
gender, or religious belief.

2. Education as the basic component of citizensfogether with the family and the
community, the school shall be a main catalystfreloping the Palestinian citizen’s
character, moral values and social responsibilities

3. Education as a tool for social and economic ldgwveent: Education must meet the
political, social and economic challenges of Paiést society.

4. Education as the basis for social and moralesland democracy: Education shall
be the cornerstone for building a Palestinian $paigth strong commitment to ethics,
principles, and openness to the global culture.

5. Education as a continuous, renewable, partigiggirocess: Education is a life-
long activity, in and out of school, fuelled by €$@oom learning, social relations and
communications, community activities, and the nmasslia.

In 2005 illiteracy rates declined, with the numbéiilliterate people in the Palestinian
territories estimated at about 145,000. This isuabb2% of the adult population,
compared with a rate of 15.7% in 1995. Although e declined for both men and
women, it is still higher among females (11.4%)ntimaales (3.1%). The illiteracy rate
in Palestine is lower than the Arab world averadpctvis approximately 35% and the
world average which is approximately 18%.
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2. Please provide details of cases from the nationabarts of your country
with respect to the justifiability of economic, soml and cultural rights,
with a particular focus on the right to education.

There are no enforcement measures on the groutiek toght of education despite the
fact that education is compulsory as stipulated the Basic Law (temporary
constitution). Furthermore, due to the residuestlod occupation culture where
Palestinians boycotted the occupation military toprior to the coming of the PA in
1994, people in Palestine seldom resort to legatqutures to follow up on their right to
education. Added to this is the fact that the Isi@eupation targeted the infrastructure
of the judiciary and the security agencies and sapostringent measures on the
freedom of movement with the result that the jualigicannot function efficiently or
independently and the security agencies are unalgeotect judges or implement court
decisions.

3. Please provide information about remedies available and the
enforceability of the decisions of national courtsith respect to the right
to education.

Due to the existing chaos and lawless situation ko# of independence of the
judiciary, a number of court rulings are difficatt implement. Until such time comes
when the rule of law dominates, the avenues availate Palestinian public pressure
(media, open-hall meetings, PICCR Annual Repor) eted donor requirements.

4. Please provide information relevant to your governmnt’s position
regarding the proposed Optional Protocol for the Inernational Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Palestine is not a state yet and consequently st @t ratified any conventions.
However, the Charter of Independence and the Hamic confirm the future state’s
commitment to signing these conventions.

The Basic Law/ article 24/1 acknowledges the rightompulsory free education for
every citizen in the basic cycle of education, tkajrades 1-10.

The right to receive an education:
available, accessible, acceptable, and adaptable

Availability

Functioning educational institutions and programrhese to be available
in sufficient quantity within the jurisdiction df¢ State party(CESCR
General Comment No. 13)
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Expenditure

5. Please provide an overview of government expenditaron all levels of
education in your country. Where there is a dividein education
expenditure between national, state and local govements please provide
this information. Where possible, figures should be disaggregated
(primary, secondary, higher education, formal and mn-formal) and
expressed in both real terms and as a percentage @foss national
product.

According to the Ministry of Finance report, the uUgdtion budget for 2005 was
$293,299,000 constituting 14.17% of the total PAddmt and second only to the
Ministry of Interior (which includes the securitgencies). UNRWA education budget
for 2005, covering both Gaza and the West Banklleat $97,856,000. Only 6% of
general education is private and in essence, thasaols are primarily funded through
the collection of relatively high fees.

Donors have spent $353m on education-specific pioja Palestine since 1994. Many
of the achievements in education would have beattainable without this support
although there has been a recent substantial égalidonor commitments to the PA. A
recent World Bank study showed 78.8 percent satisfa with the PA record on
educationalinfrastructure development. The study found slighelks satisfaction with
educational quality, although satisfaction with BP&rformance was higher in the
education sector by comparison with the other guwent sectors. Families contribute
about $20 (school contributions) a year per pupileducation related expenses. A
survey of community attitude to public spending keareducation as top priority.

Implementation of the comprehensive Five-Year-Plan:
To translate the Plan into action, procedures &atblards were prepared to ensure
proper implementation in achieving the five elensasftthe Plan.

ONE

This program aims to provide the opportunity fdrclldren and adults of all ages to
receive proper education, from kindergarten to sdaoy school, by recruiting new
teachers, adding new classrooms, textbooks, inag#se level of enrolment in the
secondary stage, and decreasing the dropout fag¢eexipected cost of the program is
approximately $1319.7 million for the five-year jget of the plan.

TWO

The program’s main objective is to develop and eahiquality education through the
production of school textbooks, enrichment matergadd instructional manuals to
accompany the Palestinian Curriculum; pre-servitkia-service teacher education;
and capacity building of other education staff.isTprogram will cost $35.7 millian
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THREE

The development of a vocational and technical imgiprogram that focuses on
meeting the basic needs of the local market, aodiging a skilled and proficient
workforce that can contribute positively to theioafl economy. The plan also offers
extended learning within the framework of formaledtion through the introduction
of vocational training, as well as providing sclsoweith the necessary equipment and
resources. The overall cost of the program is edéchto be around $72.1 million.

FOUR

Developing new programs for general education,sefesol care, informal education,
adult education, and special education, that idable for the general population. By
providing schooling for kindergarten-age childrére program offers support for
parents and improves the quality of education énldimg-run. $9.1 million will be
allocated for the program.

FIVE

Restructuring the financial and administrative egst to ensure efficient use of
available resources. The program will include ttlgosl-mapping project, as well as
reinforcing strategic planning and organizatiordrhanistration. It focuses on
developing and reviewing policies, and rules amlil&ions; updating administrative
structures and job descriptions; and developirgtiais between schools and the local
community. The estimated cost of this project iswl$109.2 million.

The Ministry of Education’s budget for 2005 did specifically include any
allocations for students with special needs. Thedbenent of Special Education at
the Ministry depends on external funding for the@lkementation of its programmes.
Such projects are subject to continuous changendiépgon the donor's priorities
rather than the Ministry's plans.

6.Please provide information about education fundingmodels used in your
country. Issues for consideration could include (buare not restricted to):

* Funding for state and non-state (private) educationnstitutions;

* The dependence on school fees in any form, direatiodirect

» Use of education vouchers;

» Privatization of the education system

- Only 6% of general education is private and in essgthese schools are
primarily funded through the collection of relatiydigh fees.

- 24% of basic cycle schools (grades 1- 9/10) arebyjutNRWA and they are
donor funded. Schools collect negligible amountsnfischool contributions and
they are encouraged to run school canteens in dodeover needed school
supplies or promote extra-curricular activities. eThocal community is
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supportive of UNRWA schools and it contributes lgod the construction of
schools, equipment, school supplies, school clgthimd bags.

- 70% of the schools are public and they are rurhkyMinistry of Education and
Higher Education. The Ministry collects school adnitions that are higher
than UNRWA's which amount to about $20 dollars aryfeom each student. Of
course, there are exemptions to special cases.laBynio UNRWA and
depending on the initiatives of head teachers,stteols receive community
support, whether financial or in-kind. In generthle budget is provided by the
government. Taxation is the PA's main source obnme. Currently, fiscal
deficit is financed by budgetary support of the @locountries.

N.B. Article 14 of the Education Law No.161®64, permits collection of
donations (school contributions from ig)paccording to special regulations
issued by the Ministry in order to praand strengthen various school
activities.

- With regard to higher education, the 43 existingtitations are classified as
follows: There are 10 regular universities of whimhe only is a government
institution, in addition to the Open University. &bthers are considered public
institutions because they receive some financigpstt from the PA. One
university is strictly private. There are 13 unsigr colleges, 8 of which are
governmental, 2 run by UNRWA and 3 are private. réhare 19 community
colleges offering two years of technical educatmfnywhich 1 is governmental, 1
run by UNRWA and 17 being private institutions.

Higher Education Financing Strategy

Higher education has developed very quickly in Patgine over the last three
decades and faced several challenges, expansionlgems dictated by an
ever increasing number of high school graduates; troduction of a variety
of new specializations; provision of quality educabn; development of the
university infra-structure including laboratories, equipment and libraries;
and financing problems resulting from the cut-off ¢ Arab financial support
to the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO), n the aftermath of the
Gulf War in 1990 which negatively affected the finacing of Palestinian
colleges and universities. The outbreak of the sewd Intifada in September
2000 further aggravated the situation because of ¢himposition of tight
closure by Israel. In a context of severe fiscal ostraints, PA contribution
towards higher education has declined substantiallyraising further
concerns about the financial sustainability of thesub-sector.
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In response to the challenges facing the Palestidigher Education sub-sector
the Palestinian Ministry of Higher Education ande8tfic Research has
developed an overall higher education strategyntam purpose of which is to
create a more effective, accessible, efficientiasngble and accountable higher
education systenin developing the strategy, a fundamental realiég w
acknowledged, namely, that the level of public ficial support for Palestinian
higher education is not now nor likely to be in theeseeable future sufficient tc
ensure financial sustainability of the system a&sirtently exists. Therefore, the
financing strategy has been based on the follownmeiples:

- Targeting public funds to national and regionahlan resource development
by focusing on programs identified as havinghmpgority;

- Increasing dependence on student fees to maihi@icontinuity of higher
education institutions;

- Promoting quality through competitive fundingsetected projects by PA,;

- Promoting expansion capacities and quality im@noent , especially in priority
fields, through partial funding of selected podgeon a competitive basis and
identification of potential donors;

- Promoting research through competitive fundingaedécted projects by PA,;

- Respecting the autonomy of public non-profit B@héan universities but at the
same time calling for greater accountabilityyirey on incentives rather than
regulations; and

- Improving the management of the higher educatemtor.

In priority fields of study, fees will be subsidised through vouchimsded by the
PA, and granted to students who meet the specifiome and achievement
criteria, and cashed by the institution where theidents study.

With regard to fees, the Ministry, in coordinatiowith the universities, has
introduced in 2001 a revolving loan scheme known@RLF (Students
Revolving Lending Fund whereby a student will be entitled to apply folcan
to help him/her finance his/her education. Loan beficiaries will be selected on
the bases of achievement and income. A limited maiténterest will be charged
to cover administrative costs. Repayment will stamty after graduation and
after having secured employment and the amount &gdaid should not exceed
10 percent of the income. The student loan schemeich could possibly grant
new loans in the order of $ 4 to 5 million in 20@® and $ 7 to 8 million in
2010/11, should be funded from grants and soft Isaand the PA will
contribute a limited amount. Between 2001-2006p¢tal of $80,453,478 has
been expended in loans to some 287,145 studentd inniversities.

In addition, a Budget Trade-off Model has beenglesid whereby universities

collaborate in the following areas to reduce cadgimissions into higher

educational institutions; staff; premises and eou@pt needs; priority areas; fee
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and vouchers; student loans; the PA financial doution and distribution
among universities; and higher institutions finahsituation.

The fact still remains that higher education finahsustainability is mainly
dependent on the level of fees in relation to noeacosts. Unless the PA and
the Ministry of Education and Higher Education abée to increase substantiall
the resources they channel to institutions throtmichers, there is no way to
escape increases in fees in the future.

all rights reserved to Palestinian Ministry of Edtion & Higher Education © 2006

6. Please provide information about your government'slaws, policies and
programs regarding acceptance of international asstance and
cooperation in relation to education.

Balance between development planning and curreperaditure is achieved through
coordination between the two PA Ministries of Fioarand Planning, both having a
shared role in overseeing funds received in theu@ed Palestinian Territories. The
former is responsible for drawing up the Plan budged ensuring a sound and
sustainable budgetary execution and given the pmyafiscal crisis, draws up

contingencies to ensure the financing of any gapsowt too much delay. The Ministry
of Planning is responsible for aid management aggburce mobilization in the

Palestinian Occupied Territories and liaises adogitg with the MoF on budgetary

needs. Its primary function, as a planner, is suemthat the medium-term needs of the
Palestinians can be served through donor assistahibe keeping its sights on short-
term relief efforts that can help alleviate the atége impact of six years of heightened
Israeli closures.

The Medium Term plan provides a framework for kretenor coordination that
adheres to a clear national agenda comprising:

- well articulated priorities;

- geographical and demographic differentiation legdaequitable financing;
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- a clear focus on vulnerable population groups andcerbroadly on poverty and
the means to eradicate it;

- affirmative action for women's empowerment and g@emdainstreaming;

- proper accountability and transparency on the gfattie PA and donors;

- regular monitoring of donor commitments and disbarents by sector, agency
and project/programs.

7. Please describe the role and impact of non-state tacs such as
international financial institutions and trans-national corporations on the
realisation of the right to education in your county. For example, if your
country has adopted a structural adjustment program has this impacted
upon government expenditure on education policiesra programs?

Donors have spent $353m on education-specific gioja Palestine since 1994. Many
of the achievements in education would have beeattainable without this support
although there has been a recent substantial édolidonor commitments to the PA.
Moreover, the role UNRWA played in the education Rdlestine refugees is of
paramount importance. Not only has it extende@dliscational services to Palestinians
in the West Bank and Gaza but also to Palestingdngees in Jordan, Syria and
Lebanon. Its education program covers besides bediccation (and secondary
education in Lebanon) vocational, technical, pmse and in-service teacher
education and a scholarship program for study ateusities in the Middle East. Half a
million Palestine refugees study in UNRWA schools the four countries,
approximately a third of Palestinian school ageddotn in Palestine. (Palestinians
studying at government or private schools in Pelestlordan, Syria and Lebanon are
not taken into account.) In 2005, UNRWA Educatioagular budget totalled
$383,130,000 and project budget $42,469,000. Gnestit goes to UNRWA for the
high literacy rate Palestinians have achieved.

8. Please provide information the availability and adguacy of
infrastructure, especially for girls, for schools @d other educational
institutions in your country, including classrooms, library, sanitation
facilities, safe drinking water and any other releant facilities

Of the 2276 school buildings in the West Bank arsd&; 75% are government schools,
13% UNRWA and 12% private. 34% of the schools asighated for boys, 34% for
girls and 32 % are co-education schools. The Mwigif Education has made
significant achievements since 1994, building 48ditoonal schools (53.8% increase)
and bringing up the public school population frodB8807 in 1994/1995 to 729,340 in
2004/2005 (68.9%). The average annual school pbpalgrowth is 6.9% and for the
secondary cycle, it is 13.5%. School enrolmentwarage constitutes not less than 98%
of school aged children in the compulsory cycleediication. It is obvious that in

Palestine, there are no obstacles to the enjoymegirls and boys to the right to
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education. The practice of running three daily lashifts in schools has been
eliminated, although many schools still run on deuhift basis (25%). As for higher

education institutions, there are 11 universiti€3, university colleges granting BA

degrees, and 19 community colleges. The numbenigttsity students and other post-
secondary educational institutions rose from 29,38@dents in the academic year
1994/1995 to 129,137 students in 2004/2005. ThenQpaversity has contributed to

this hike in the number of students. It is to beedothat the percentage of females
enrolled at these institutions has risen to 5292094/2005 compared to 45% in

1994/1995. Whereas 57% of school teachers are éssddly enough only 13% of the
university lecturers are females.

Despite the above, several schools still compléiouatheir weak infrastructure. The

percentage of schools with science laboratoriesrisaa from 39.6% in 1994/1995 to

51.6% in 2004/2005, whereas school libraries haneeased from 24.4% to 57.5%
during the same period. There has been as wefjréfisant increase in the percentage
of schools having a computer laboratory, from 3i8%994 to 47.4% in 2005. Of the

1661 government schools, 1210 have school canté&ds sports playgrounds, 168
lecture halls, and 314 domestic science laboratorie

Teachers and support staff

9. Please provide information about the availability é qualified teachers and
support staff for all levels of education in your ountry, on teacher
training initiatives to meet ‘education for all’ goals, and any other relevant
issues that impact upon this availability.

The number of school teachers in Palestinian sshocteased by 87.5%, from 19,844
in 1994 to 38,907 in 2005, with 104.2% increasegavernment schools, 73.3% in
UNRWA schools and 91.5% in private schools. Appoient of two-year diploma
holders decreased from 64.1% to 35.3% and of backelegree holders increased from
54.8% to 64.5% during the same period. 45.9% arke neachers and 54.1% are
females. The average ratio of pupil to teache6i8.2Administration members of staff
increased from 3236 in 2001 to 4780 in 2005 angeustaff from 531 to 1061. Of the
1661 government schools, 823 have school counselWonational action plan (2005-
2010) for the implementation of the "Education Adi' goals has been devised with the
technical and financial support of UNESCO. The Miry of Education has invested a
lot in the in-service training programs of teachers

In total, 9829 employees are in the higher edunaevice, distributed as follows:
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Category Males Females Total

Academic/Teaching 3895 769 4592
Academic/Administ. 382 36 418
Administrative 321 88 409
Office Staff 815 807 1622
Teaching Assistant 489 222 714
Professional 191 57 248
Technical 426 86 512
Unskilled Staff 1127 187 1314
Total 7646 2183 9829

As far as academic qualification is concerned,arme 1971 Ph.D holders (1841 M,
130 F); 2715 Master Degree holders (2213 M, 50Z&)}. Diploma holders (54 M, 24
F); 2444 Bachelor Degree holders ( 1660 M, 78498) two-year Diploma (520 M,

444 F) and the rest are high school graduateslowbe

Teaching facilities and materials

10.Please provide information about the availability ad adequacy of
teaching facilities and materials including: classopoms, books and writing
materials, information and communications technolog equipment,
libraries, laboratories, workshops, sporting equipnent and facilities and
other relevant materials.

The percentage of schools with science laboratbassisen from 39.6% in 1994/1995
to 51.6% in 2004/2005, whereas school librarieehagreased from 24.4% to 57.5%
during the same period. There has been as wealhiisant increase in the percentage
of schools having a computer laboratory, from 3iB%994 to 47.4% in 2005. Of the
1661 government schools, 1210 have school cantéBAssports playgrounds, 168
lecture halls, and 314 domestic science laboratorie

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education ¢onéd the policy of expanding the
network of educational institutions in 2005, pramgl infrastructure, increasing the
number of classrooms to alleviate overcrowding, rmemg school cleanliness and
environmental conditions, and protecting schootsnfrdrug abuse. During 2005, 77
new schools were inaugurated, 42 of them with neiddimgs, 1,364 new classrooms
were also opened to absorb the 30,000 new studardfied the year before. Regarding
school furniture, 86,000 seats and 40,000 table® weovided, and 45 new schools
were linked to the internet. Commercial speciaiaratwas also introduced in 73
schools, and 15 specializations were provided disirial schools. Sixteen government
schools teach foreign languages other than Enghasi, 110 literacy classes were
opened. Developments in gender equality includadisgy two specializations at the
industrial schools for female students.
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In answering questions 5-11, please give considerad the issue of diversity and the
impact of ‘availability’ on the rights of minoriteeand indigenous people.

Accessibility

Educational institutions and programmes have t@abteessible to everyone, without
discrimination, within the jurisdiction of the Segparty.(CESCR General Comment
No. 13)

Non-discrimination

11.Please provide details of legislation and governmepolicies and programs
relevant to issues of non-discrimination, equal tretment and equality of
opportunity in education. Information provided should include (but is not
limited to) consideration of issues of access forepple living with
disabilities, internally displaced persons, non-nabnals, prisoners,
refugees and other minorities.

The right to education is upheld through legiskatia@efining the authority's
commitments to this right, guaranteeing equal oppaties in education to all citizens,
prohibiting all forms of discrimination, assertitige diversity of education, and that it is
free and compulsory at the elementary stage. Sawfs biso define the authority's
responsibilities and the measures it is requiretke to respect, protect and administer
this right. This includes guaranteeing academiedoen, preventing any political
indoctrination by educational institutions, and was®) union freedoms inside
educational institutions. Such legislation alsorgatees the freedom of publication, and
the existence of a transparent and effective syskeihcan make sure that education
achieves its set objectives.

Disparity of Opportunities to Enjoy a Suitable Eduational Environment

It could be generalised from data published by Miaistry of Education that the
educational environment in the Gaza Strip is lebsatageous than that of the West
Bank. While the average number of students pesdastion is 32 in the West Bank, it
is 41 in Gaza. The pupil/teacher ratio is 29 in &eampared to 26 in the West Bank.
The Ministry of Education statistics also indicdbe lack of equal opportunities for
pupils studying in double-shift schools. There Hesuch schools, 4 in the West Bank
and 14 in Gaza. The number of schools that openatee afternoon shift is 241. of
which 64 are in the West Bank and 177 in the Gadp.S

No Educational Opportunities for Drop Outs
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Despite a decline in school drop out rates, somlesits are still deprived of
educational opportunities due to leaving schoolyealthough the law acknowledges
that education is compulsory at the basic stage. Ghild’s Law No. 7 of 2004 states
that education is compulsory until the end of tighér basic level at least, and that the
state is committed to take all suitable measurepréwent the early exit of children
from schools. The number of students dropping out ensithool year 2004-2005 was
9,395, which is 0.9% of the total number of studemhree years ago, however, the rate
was 1.8%.

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education psiéd a study in 2005 about the
phenomenon of dropping out from schools. The studhlighted the decline in drop
out rates during the Intifada. There was nothingydwver, indicating that the decline
was the result of actions or policies taken byNheistry of Education to eradicate the
phenomenon. Although dropping out of school is notrently a big problem in
Palestinian society, the decline in drop out ratemy be attributed to unexpected
external factors, like the lack of job opporturstdue to the closures or the Israeli siege
on the Palestinian territories. Therefore the cameemains that the drop out rate may
increase once again if there are no specific mdicadopted by the Ministry of
Education to stop the phenomenon. The top prigity enact legislation to criminalize
dropping out from the basic education stage, wigmgities to be imposed on the
students' parents if they force their sons or darghto drop out from compulsory
schooling.

Opportunities for the Disabled

Regarding the educational opportunities for theablisd, the Ministry of Education and
Higher Education continued its policy of supportititge right of the disabled to
education in 2005. The Ministry has been able tpathe buildings of 541 schools so
far to meet the needs of the disabled, and hasetighe staff of 321 schools on how to
deal with them. It has also prepared the educdticumaiculum in Braille for students
with visual impairment, and introduced 26 Braill@achines for students to use. The
Ministry also set up three resource centres toestti® students with speech disabilities.
The Ministry is supporting non-governmental eduwai institutions providing
services to the disabled, and is covering the isalaf 160 of their teachers by placing
them on the Ministry's payroll.

Despite all that, however, the opportunities fag thsabled in education remain low.
According to Ministry of Education data, there wdr@83 pupils with mobility, audio
or visual impairments enrolled in government schadliring 2005, out of a total of
729,340 students enrolled in government schools ffanslates to one disabled student
for every two hundred enrolled student. The low bhams of disabled students enrolled
in schools in general and in government schoolpairticular is attributed to several
factors, most important of which are the following:

* School buildings are not properly equipped to needhem, as only 17% of
schools have so far been rehabilitated to faaitaeir movement. The Ministry
of Education and its schools still lack teachingnte specialized in the field of
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special education, because such a specializaties wat exist in any Palestinian
university or institute, either as a major or awiaor. Government schools also
lack a sufficient number of Braille printers to heed by people with visual
impairment. The number of such printers currentligting is no more than 26,
while the number of students with visual impairmbaing 76. This means that
50 students do not have printers, which of coursterd them from receiving
equal opportunities in education.

Government schools still lack sign language faesitto communicate with
students with audio impairment, which lessens ekt such students enrolled
in government schools can get. Schools lack teacbkesign language which
deters students with audio impairment from mixinghwother students and
prevent them from having the same educational dppiies as others. In
addition, there is also the difficulty disableddguts face in accessing schobls.

Disabled students do not get the same opporturasesther students when it
comes to sports activities. The Ministry of Educatihas not formed sports
teams or provided special playgrounds for them. Mirestry has not exempted
audio-impaired students from sitting the exam fbe texpression subject,
although it did exempt students with visual impainnh from sitting the
mathematics and map-drawing subjects. Governnodtods also lack spoken-
word teaching materials for students with visugb&nment. These schools also
lack a special manual to inform disabled studemsh® requirements of the
academic process. Such a manual can be prepamdthénr an audible way or
written in Braille for students with visual impaiemt, or photographed in sign
language for audio-impaired students. The Ministoes not coach visually-
impaired students in reading, writing, and mobjlitglying on what private
schools for the blind offer.

The Ministry of Education also lacks any data oa tlumber of mentally handicapped
pupils (slow learners) joining government schodis.is difficult to define what
constitutes a mentally handicapped person, andbkeial identity cards stated in the
Disability Law have not yet been introduced.

Regarding prisoners and their rights to educatitve, Program for Rehabilitating
Prisoners and Released Prisoners stopped all iigitias in 2005 for some time,
including educational services due to shortageunding. Consequently, the program
stopped paying 50% of the university fees to reddagrisoners which forced some
beneficiaries to withdraw because they were unebt®ver their educational expenses.
However, in its September 6 session, the CounciMafisters decided to provide
financial assistance to the program, to enablempsion of the services.

! There are no special buses to transport disaliiédren to schools, which deters
many families from sending their disabled childterschool.
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Gender parity and gender equality

12.Please provide details of legislation and governmepolicies and programs
directed to improving gender parity and gender equhty in education at
all levels.

The first principle on which the five- year strateglan rests is the principle of
“Education as a human right." All children betwetire ages of 6 and 16 years old
have the right to receive free basic education,ardtgss of social or economic
status, gender, or religious belief. This of cours#ects the concern of the Ministry
to gender equity. égislation defining the authority’'s commitmentsthics right,
guaranteeing equal opportunities in education tiocélzens, prohibiting all forms of
discrimination, asserting the diversity of educatioand that it is free and
compulsory at the elementary stage, admitting wotoeagricultural schools makes
PICCR view these measures as a qualitative impreménn achieving gender
equality in education.

Dakar” goals ensures that , in which goal No&ys that giving children access to
good and free primary education by the year 201@ encouraging them to continue
their education afterward, especially young girlsgedy children ,and children of
minority groups. It is obvious that gender parity taken with high consideration
through the strategy and plans.

ONE OF THE CHALLENGES IN Bsic Education is presgyviducational gender

quality in the coming years to achieve the goalaiiminating gender disparities in

primary and secondary education by 2005,and achggender equality in education
by 2015 with ensuring girls ‘full and equal access and achievement in basic
education of good quality”.

Ps. Dakar refers to the international forum on atioa for all which was held in Dakar
in 2000.

Physical accessibility

13.Please describe the main issues regarding geograpal location of and
physical access to educational institutions for pgde from urban, rural
and remote communities, as well as for people witphysical disabilities.

It is to be noted that 38% of the schools are m d¢hies, and 51.3% in villages and
10.7% in refugee camps. Some villages do not haeerglary schools and the pupils
have either to commute to other villages to coneptbeir high school or to stop their
education at the end of the basic cycle. Somegeéllachools do not have science
laboratories, and therefore students can only emrohe Literary Stream, thus limiting
their choices for higher education.
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Some schools are situated in areas that are nduce to learning — adjacent to taxi-
parking areas, bazaars or factories. Others arebyedsraeli settlements and are
thereby constantly subjected to different kindshafassments. Still others operate in
rented premises that hardly meet the minimum staneguirements.

Above all, the Israeli occupying authorities hawgosed a wide-ranging internal and
external closure of the Palestinian territoriese Thosure, and the subsequent violence,
has significantly limited the provision of and ass¢o education in the territories.

Economic accessibility

Primary education

14.1s primary education compulsory and free for all? Pease provide details
of relevant legislation and government policies andprograms. For
example, does your government have a plan of actidor making primary
education free?

The right to education is upheld through legiskati@efining the authority's
commitments to this right, guaranteeing equal oppaties in education to all citizens,
prohibiting all forms of discrimination, assertitige diversity of education, and that it is
free and compulsory at the elementary stage.

The Palestinian Basic Law of 2003 provides protectf the right to education through
its acknowledgement that every citizen has thetrigheducation, that education is
compulsory until at least the end of the basicllemed that it is free in public schools.
(It is also free in UNRWA schools.) The Palestinfamthority supervises all levels of

education and its institutions, and strives to ioverthe educational system. Article 24
of the Basic Law also guarantees the independeingriwersities and higher education
institutions. However, the laws that regulate tightr to education vary within the

Palestinian territories. In addition to Law No. df11998 pertaining to higher education,
Jordanian Law No. 16 of 1964 is applicable in thesi\Bank, and the Education Law
of 1933 and its amendments are still in force am@aza Strip.

Laws that regulate school education are the samexasted before the Israeli
occupation in 1967, which means that there is alsdegal unity between the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip. No changes have beerdutdeal to the applicable education
laws in 2005, although the Legislative Council gted the General Law of Education
in general discussion on October 18, 2005. There diso been no progress in the
implementation of the draft law regulating the taag profession that was endorsed on
March 10, 2001.
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The Child's Law No. 7 of 2004 states that educagdree and compulsory until the end
of the higher basic level at least, and that tlaesis committed to take all suitable
measures to prevent the early exit of children femmools.

Although education is compulsory at least until émel of the basic stage, and free at
least in public schools, however, the Ministry ofdugation collects school
‘contributions’ from students in a manner which mskt mandatory. In doing so, the
Ministry relies on Article 14 of the Education LaMo. 16 of 1964, which permits
collecting donations according to special regufstion order to strengthen various
school activities. There is therefore a need faleeisive decision acknowledging that
donations are voluntary and that no student carmddyived of his or her right to
education for not paying school contributions.

15.Please provide information about any school feesharges and other costs
imposed on parents or guardians for primary educatn. Please describe
the extent of financial assistance available for #h completion of primary
education, and secondary education.

The question has been answered before.

16.1s secondary education compulsory and free for allPlease provide details
of relevant legislation and government policies an@rograms.

Secondary education in Palestine is of two yearstn (grades 11& 12). It is not
compulsory but it is free. Extensive efforts argvhwer invested by the Ministry and the
community to increase enrolment in the secondaciecgnd to decrease dropouts.

17.Please provide information about any school feesharges and other costs
imposed on parents or guardians for secondary edutian. Please describe
the extent of financial assistance available for #tncompletion of secondary
education.

Secondary school students pay $20 a year in time édrschool contributions and some
categories are exempted from payments, similaule studying in the basic cycle of
education.

18.Please provide information about fees, charges amather costs for higher
education. Please describe the extent of financiassistance (if any)
available for the completion of higher education.

Fees depend on the number of credit hours studegister for. Of course, charges
vary from one faculty to the other, with the sceeolleges being the more expensive.
However, the Ministry of Education and Higher Eduma provides financial
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assistance either through the revolving loans noewti earlier or through the award of

fellowships. The loans are given to needy student®lleges and universities on the
basis of academic achievement. These loans cower 30% to 75% of the university
fees. In addition, there is the Saudi ScholarshipgPam which covers 75% of the fees
for the most needy students, the total amount Wzt disbursed reached six million
dollars in 2005. There is also the Arabic Fund Baxch has 40 million dollars to be

expended on scholarships between 2002-2006.

The Ministry of Education and Higher Educationesevery effort to seek funding for
higher education.

Non-formal education

19.Please provide information about access to non-forah education in your
country. Issues for consideration include (but arenot restricted to):
* The existence of and support for Community LearningCentres
* The legal and policy framework for the improvementof literacy for women.

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education lauched a literacy program in
1997 following the Hamburg Conference for teachinthe adults in order to
ensure social justice, and equal opportunities faf. The program aims to provide
educational opportunities for those who did not heit before.

MOHE is responsible for the planning, implementatiaand follow up of the Non-
Formal Education Programmes. It provides the classms, stationary,
educational materials and teachers for the prograres It also conducts the
exams and offers the certificates for those who pakem successfully The
ministry pays teachers involved in projects spomgbby international bodies
such as UNESCO, ALICS & ISISCO.

According to statistics available at the Ministryorf 2006, the number of the
literacy centres affiliated to it, is 127 with 28%emales and 1367 males enrolling
at them. Regarding the literacy centres which atenrby NGOs, they number 22
with 125 males and 522 females.

To promote literacy among women, the Ministry extlad the compulsory cycle of
Education from nine to ten years of schooling. Inddition, it conducted, in
conjunction with women non governmental institutien awareness campaigns on
the importance of literacy for women. The Ministgubmitted a draft legislation to
prevent work for children under the compulsory edaton age. The Ministry also
builds and rents places for schools in the villagasd rural areas to promote
women' education.

The Ministry has introduced a new non-formal progmrame known as "Parallel
Education" to serve students who have dropped orgni school and are aged

13-20. Participants study in the afternoon classdéso0 days a week for the
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duration of two years, after which they receive @rtficate that they have
completed the basic cycle of education. Anotheretypf non-formal education
program is directed to those students who faile@ thawijihi state examination.
The program provides classrooms and teachers falays a week against minimal
pay. The program aims at helping the students tospahe exam and pursue
higher education.

Acceptability
The form and substance of education, includingicula and teaching methods, have
to be acceptable (eg — relevant, culturally appriafg and of good quality) to students
and, in appropriate cases, parenfEESCR General Comment No. 13)

Quality education and minimum standards

20.Please identify the relevant national and/or localnstitutions which are
responsible for the implementation of the right toeducation. In particular,
are there any specialised agencies, authorities @fficials that have a
mandate on the right to education?

The Ministry of Education and UNRWA are responsitdethe implementation of the
right to education.

21.Please provide information about measures adopted yb education
authorities to provide quality education and to estblish minimum
education standards and an effective and transparénsystem for
monitoring standards.

The provision of quality education is one of thepties delineated in the Ministry's

plan of action and in response to the realizatidrihe EDUCATION FOR ALL goals.
The Ministrymain objective is to develop and achieve qualdyaation through the

production of school textbooks, enrichment matsriahd instructional manuals to
accompany the Palestinian Curriculum; pre-service @-service teacher education;
and capacity building of other education staff

In addition, the Ministry since its establishmeamployed only qualified university
graduates in the educational sector and endeavotwereduce the students/ teacher
ratio in order to alleviate the burden of teacheasd help them ameliorate their
performance.

It is important to note also that Palestine takast in the international exam (TIMSS),
which is held every four years. This exam meastirescompetencies of students all
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over the world in Maths and Science. At the same,tit is an indicator for countries
as to where they stand by comparison to others,pmats out to educators areas that
require special attention.

22.Please describe the indicators (including human-rigis-based indicators)
used by education authorities to monitor the realigtion of the right to
education in your country.

Presently, the Central Bureau of Statistics, inrdamation with PICCR, the Ministry,
educators from universities and civil society, agnathers, are working on indicators
to the RIGHT TO EDUCATION. This is part of an im&ional initiative, METAGORA
PROJECT, to develop indicators for measuring humghts, democracy and good
governance

23.Please provide details of legislation and governmépolicies, practices and
programs which may impact upon academic freedom anthe autonomy of
educational institutions.

The Law for Higher Education guarantees acadeneiediom, preventing any political
indoctrination by educational institutions, and waB®) union freedoms inside
educational institutions. It also guarantees foeedf publication, and the existence of
a transparent and effective system that ensurégsdo@ation achieves its set objectives.

Discipline

24.Please provide information about the legal statusfaorporal punishment
and other forms of discipline that operate within he education system in
your country.

There is no law or even administrative regulations prohibiting corporal
punishment in public schools. On the other hand, URWA is very strict about the
exercise of any form of violence in its schools aratiministrative measures can lead
to the termination of service to any teacher who iguilty of resorting to corporal
punishment as a form of disciplinary measure.

Curriculum

25.Please provide an overview of how education authdieés determine
curriculum development at all levels of education vthin your country.
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As previously mentioned, one of the biggest respabgities the Ministry of
Education had to face was the unification of the adation system between Gaza
and the West Bank and its biggest achievement washe development of a
Palestinian curriculum, for the first time in the history of modern Palestine. The
Ministry adopted a participatory approach where practically anybody concerned
with the issue of education had a say, be it eduaas, politicians, civil society etc.

26.To what extent is human rights education incorporagéd into the
curriculum of primary, secondary and higher educaton?

In some colleges and universities, it is mandatorake a course in human rights.

UNRWA already introduced human rights education thie curriculum six years ago.
The Ministry of Education is working now at incorpting human rights education into
the curriculum in response to UNESCO's initiatiges it is being aided by
OHCHR/Ramallah.

Parents / Legal Guardians

27 Please describe the extent to which parents and Egguardians are able to
exercise freedom of choice with regards to educatial institutions and

educational programs

The choices are indeed very limited for parentsdiect the school they want to send
their child to. UNRWA admits refugees only into #sishool system. Well-to-do families
can choose within their own cities because thezenarboarding schools since the start
of the occupation and with the difficulties imposadl freedom of movement, parents
would rather have their children in near-by logasit With regard to public schools, the
placement of children is dependent on the proximitsesidence to the school.

Religious and cultural practices, languages of miygroups

28 Please provide details of relevant legislation angovernment
policies and programs regarding respect for religios and
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cultural practices and the use of languages of mimiby groups
within schools and other educational institutions.

The Basic Law rejects all forms of discriminatiorluding religion. The Ministry of
Education has included in the new curriculum, tbaching of Islamic Education to
Moslems and the teaching of Christianity to Chaiss. Luckily enough (for a change)
Palestine does not have to cope with the probleirethmic minorities, cultures and
languages.

Adaptability

Education has to be flexible so it can adapt torteeds of changing societies and
communities and respond to the needs of studetiigieir diverse social and
cultural settings(CESCR General Comment No. 13)

Education and work

29.Please provide details of legislation which presdses the age for the
completion of compulsory education and the minimunage of employment
in your country.

Basic compulsory education in Palestine covers tgrears of schooling, and an age
group of 5/6-15/16. The minimum age therefore formployment is around 15.

30.Please provide an overview of the strategies, pdks and programs of
governments and education institutions which enabléhe education system
in your country to adapt to the education needs ahose people who would
otherwise not be able to undertake education. Forxample: working
children and young people; children and young peopl in juvenile
detention; working women; prisoners and other peom in detention.

Most of the issues have been covered in other quiests — the disabled, prisoners,

dropouts, parallel education.

31.Please provide details of legislation which impactsipon the right to
education of women. Issues for consideration coulohclude (but are not
restricted to):

e The minimum age of marriage

Sixteen years
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* Pregnancy

No pregnant girls are admitted into regular schools There is no problem with
regard to university students.

(Maternity leave is for three months. Beyond that werking mothers can request
unpaid nursing leave for a year.)

32.Please provide an overview of the strategies, pdks and programs of
governments and education institutions which enabléhe education system
in your country to adapt to the education needs ovomen.

Covered in previous questions

Special Needs Education

33.Please provide information about any special need=ducation policies and
programs that have been developed and implemented/lgovernment and
non-governmental organisations in your country.

Covered in previous questions

34.To what extent are schools able to adapt to the spal education needs of
individual students?

Under the present circumstances, this is no easystato implement considering the
difficult political and economical situation..
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Israeli Violations of Palestinian Rights to Educatbn

The right to education has suffered seriously at tlands of the Israeli occupation
authorities. The continued Israeli incursions itbavns, villages and refugee camps,
assaults, and siege have the worst effect on theaéidnal process. Students, teachers
and education staff are often barred from crosshmegk- points or leaving their towns.
Most of the times, they face humiliation and hamaest by the Israeli soldiers or
settlers. The construction of the separation wadl turther aggravated the situation and
in certain areas, children are cut off from thein@ols and access is at a specified hour

in the morning and in the afternaoRor example, in Nazlet Issa School, the "apartheid
wall" cuts through the village, and separates anifrits school. So the students are
forced to pass through one of the Wall's gatesriatento reach their school which
exposes them to confront the aggressive behawidhe Israeli soldiers everyday.

Between September 2000 and May 2006, 32 schoakh&gs, 601 pupils, 200
university students and 14 employees have beeedKil Israeli soldiers. 76 teachers,
405 pupils, 720 university students, and 29 edanaimployees have been detained. 54
teachers, 3471 school children, 1245 universitgestts and 13 education employees
have been injured. Studies are being constantiyputisd either due to closures or to
curfews imposed by the occupation authorities. 8chaildings have been damaged as
a result of being exposed to shelling. Damagesriaduto schools totaled $2,298,389
and to institutions of higher learning $7,888,133.

Moreover, the Israeli violations and aggressiongehaffected the implementation of
many educational projects and programs. The MoEBNe o constantly adopt new
emergency plans, and alternative strategies to wijpethe circumstances of closures,
curfews and siege and to decentralize the manadeaiethe education program as
much as possible.

Palestinian children in East Jerusalem are alsgomgcof discriminatory practices. Only
one school was built for Palestinian residents abktElerusalem, despite a yearly
population growth of 6%. The Israeli governmentrgfseless per Palestinian Arab child
than it does per Jewish child and Arab schoolsrdegior to Jewish schools virtually in
every respect — school building, equipment and &iitutal facilities and materials.
Palestinian Arab children attend schools with largasses and fewer teachers than
those in the Jewish school system, with some a@mnldaving to travel long distances to
reach the nearest school. Palestinian children wdibabilities are particularly
marginalized. Many Palestinian communities lack d@rgartens, despite legislation
making such schools and attendance obligatory. &VRalestinians contribute about
25% of tax revenue to the municipality, they reeemwly 5% of municipal services.

While the official policy of the Jerusalem Municlippis to grant access to education to
any child resident of the city, actual policies aarstrate that it is a legal fiction that
obscures the realities on the ground. Only childdm are recognized residents of
Jerusalem by the Israelis, and hold an Israelitifeard number, may attend the
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municipal schools. As a result, many parents dopnattice their right to education in
Jerusalem and they are forced to send their chiltbreschools in the West Bank. This
has significant consequences for the future becab#dren are required to present
record of attendance in a Jerusalem school in dadebtain an ID when they reach the
age of 16.

This situation, coupled with the generally poor remmic situation of Palestinian
Jerusalemites (28.6% below the poverty line), dbuates to a very high dropout rate for
Palestinian school children. A 1999 report by tleaéli Ministry of Education
determined the rate of dropout for Palestinian drkit in East Jerusalem to be a
staggering 40%.

Although primary education is compulsory and freeali children, in East Jerusalem,
only 41% of school-aged children are enrolled irbljguschools, while 31% attend

schools in the West Bank and 28% attend private midious schools. 40% of

classrooms in East Jerusalem are in rented housgsagments with the result that 30
or more pupils are cramped into a class-room, riyugtby 5 meters in size, with four

students sharing one small desk. Ventilation israve problem in many of these
classrooms, with small windows, and lack of heaang cooling systems. Toilets and
drinking fountains are extremely unsanitary andisrepair.

Part 2: Activities of National Human Rights Institutions

1. Please describe the mandate of your Commission fdhe protection and
promotion of economic, social and cultural rights. What methods and
approaches does your Commission use for the protémh and promotion of
human rights?

PICCR mandate is wide in that it deals with all caes of human rights violations.
PICCR pursues its objectives in the following manne

- It receives and follows-up on complaints submitié by citizens, individual or
collective, related to maladministration, abuse opower and squandering of public
funds by public authorities that result in the violations of human rights.

- It reviews laws and draft laws to ensure that thg conform to international
standards of human rights.

- It follows up on plans, policies and programs ofpublic institutions to ensure
compliance and respect for human rights.
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- It educates Palestinian citizens about their rigts and freedoms and the
mechanisms for their protection against violations.

-It publishes annual reports and special reports onthe status of Palestinian
citizens' rights.

2. Has your Commission received complaints from indinduals or groups
relating to the right to education? If so, please vide a breakdown of the
different type of complaints and, where possible, @scribe some of the most
important cases and the role of your Commission inresolving these
complaints.

Yes, it haswe can consider the complaints that were submitiediICCR as one of
the main indicators to violations in the right afueation. In 2005 PICCR received 46
complaints against the Education Ministry. Theyldedth the inadequacy of school
infra-structure in certain geographical areas; isipan of high "school contributions”;
promotions and appointments; unsuitability of agéarnumber of schools to
accommodate the disabled despite the fact thatnstraaming" is a strategy that the
Ministry of Education has adopted; accreditatiorceftificates and courses at some of
the universities; prohibiting some students to feit state examinations; arbitrary
dismissals; and arbitrary school transfers.

The total number of complaints which PICCR followag with the Ministry of Higher
Education during 2005 was 46, 22 of which are stiltler scrutiny by the Ministry. The rest
were closed as follows: 10 with cooperation leadmgatisfactory results, 11 with cooperation
but with the results did not lead to a satisfactooyiclusion, and 3 were closed for lack of
cooperation altogether.

During 2005 there was notable cooperation by theiditly to reach solutions to the citizens’
complaints, often with satisfactory results. Exagspbf complaints against the Ministry for
which PICCR achieved the desired outcome are tlening:

1. A complaint by a citizen (. H.) demanded the Mtiry of Higher Education to pay his
financial entittements for teaching in one of thaleges. PICCR conducted several
meetings with the Ministry and the money was paithe citizen.

2. A complaint from a female citizen (N.Q.) demandeel Ministry to pay her salary for a
short period of leave and to grant her early rateet. PICCR followed up the
complaint through field visits and phone calls, dhd Ministry agreed to accept the
requests.

An example of a complaint against the Ministry fanich PICCR did not achieve satisfactory

results was that made by a citizen (A.H.) regardiisgrequest to know the reasons why he was
dismissed from his job. Despite several follow-bgPICCR, no replies were received.
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3. Has your Commission conducted research and/or puldiinquiries on the issue
of the right to education? If so, please provide th results of this research and
the outcomes and recommendations of any public ingues.

So far PICCR has not conducted research or publmiiies, but it
constantly monitors the right to education and oae refer to our Annual
Reports for details.

4. To what extent has your Commission identified laws policies / practices in
your country that impact on the realisation of theright to education?

In 2005, the PA continued to improve on its comreitinto the right to education, through a
series of measures including expanding and impgpthie school network, improving teachers’
living conditions and respecting their right to f@st, and improving conditions for the
education of the disabled. However, certain actiares still required to reinforce the right to
education, the recommendations of which were iredudn the Annual Report. The
recommendations dealt with the need for additidenak to regulate and protect this right, the
provision of equal opportunities for all studentise enjoyment of full free education, the
adaptation of schools to accommodate students spiitial needs, more respect for academic
freedoms inside higher education institutions, ¢limination of the use of violence (corporal
punishment) against students, further follow-upstfdents dropping out of schools, and full
adherence to fair standards in distributing grémtsiversity students.

5. Has your Commission conducted awareness and educati campaigns
relating to the right to education? If so, please mvide information about
these campaigns, identify the individuals or groupsvho have been trained
and estimate how many people have been trained.

Yes, PICCR has conducted since its establishmsizeable number of training courses
and awareness activities on human rights covenumglfeds of teachers and students.
Teachers, administrators, school supervisors andsadlors were trained in human
rights education with special focus on childrergats. Children were made aware of
their rights whether through play, art, songs, atiooal games, posters, brochures,
diaries, writing of short stories on the theme lufdren’s rights, summer camps, non-
violent communication training, etc.

PICCR and the Ministry of Education and Higher Educatamganized a contest for
the best short story written related to the corgeptchildren’s rights. Seventh, eighth,
and ninth-grade students from Palestinian schpatcipated in the competition. The
contest aimed to encourage students in these deadés to cultivate their creative
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abilities in writing and at the same time incorgerbuman rights concepts, particularly
those concepts and rights contained in the 198%&dion on the Rights of the Child
and thePalestinian Law of the Child of 2004.

6. Please provide information about your Commission’ggeneral human rights
education activities, including: materials used, iformation produced and
how these activities have been made accessiblelte tommunity.

PICCR undertakes a number of awareness raising acivitiehe subjects of human
rights, international humanitarian law, and demogrand civil society. The various
methods used include: short term training courgss$ended instructional courses,
public lectures, open meetings, television andorgoliograms, and other available
media and promotional activities.

PICCR aims to achieve the following objectives throughblpc awareness raising
activities:
» Foster a culture of human rights and democratiacgles among the
various sectors of Palestinian citizens. This dbjecis based on the
conviction that the protection of citizens’ righitegins with educating citizens
on their rights and the mechanisms for protectimggt from violations.

 Raise the issue of citizens’ rights as a publicceon on a national level, and
place it on the list of high priorities for the Bsiinian National Authority and
citizens alike.

* Inform Palestinian society about the status oteiti rights, particularly as
relates to the safeguards available for thesesightl the necessity of having
all individuals, groups, institutions, and publigi@orities respect them.

» Define the role played bICCR in following up and handling citizens’
complaints with the Palestinian public authoritigsjlian and security alike.

PICCR and the topic of children’s rights. Aboutréfatives of students attended.

7. Has your Commission addressed the issue of the righo education in its
annual reports? If so, please provide a copy of theelevant sections.

Yes, it has. The tenth and eleventh annual repoet®n the website. www.piccr.org

8. Has your Commission intervened in court proceedingsn an issue related to
the realisation of the right to education? If so, fease provide details of the
cases, the role of the Commission and the outcomes$ the cases. Please
provide copies of any submissions and court decisis.
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No, it has not.

9. If your government has ratified any of the internaional human rights
conventions listed below, has your Commission beeapproached by the
government to contribute to the periodic reports tothe relevant Committees,
or alternatively, has your Commission provided a sadow report to the
relevant Committees? If so, please provide copied the sections relevant to
the issue of the right to education.

* Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

* International Covenant on Economic, Social and@altRights;

* International Convention on the Elimination of Albrms of Racial
Discrimination;

» Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Digarnation
Against Women;

» Convention on the Rights of the Child

» Convention Against Discrimination in Education;

e Minimum Age Convention 1973

* Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention 1999

The government cannot ratify any of the internatlohuman rights conventions since it
Is not acknowledged as a state yet. In spiteisf tinder international law, children are
entitled to a number of specific rights. The exigtconflict and use of force against
Palestinian children deprive them of their riglatdifie, survival and development,
protection from injury, and displacement whethethim the occupied territories or
outside them. The recurrent practice of closurekates children's rights to freedom of
movement and the provision of various servicespairticular health and education.
Furthermore, children suffer from collective pumsmt, poverty, and subjection to
various forms of violence.

In 2003, the PICCR coordinated and edited the Skhidigport to the UN Committee on
CESCR regarding the Report of Israel concerningriternational Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

10. Does your Commission work in collaboration with civl society including the
private sector, government or United Nations agenes or multilateral donors
such as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the Asian
Development Bank on the issue of the right to edutian? If so, in what way?

PICCR is presently working with the Central BureduStatistics on indicators for the
right to education as part of an international iative known as METAGORA
PROJECT.
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This is the end of the questionnaire. Thank youd&mgthe time to
respond.
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