Statement by Chairperson of APF SEO Network to APF Forum Councillors 

Tuesday 29 July 2008

Delivered by Mrs Hashimah Nik Jaafar, Secretary, Human Rights Commission of Malaysia and Chairperson of the APF Senior Executive Officer Network.

Good Afternoon Forum Councillors,

I am pleased to present to you, as the new Chairperson of the APF Senior Executive Network (SEO), a brief summary of the outcomes of the Senior Executive Officer meeting held yesterday. In keeping with Forum Councillor policy the Malaysian Commission, as host institution of this year’s annual meeting, becomes Chairperson of the APF, including the ACJ and the SEO Network.  The Australian Commission becomes the second deputy Chairperson and the yet to be elected host institution for next year’s annual meeting will become the first deputy Chair of the Network.
As you are aware the SEO Network was established in 2002 to provide an opportunity for the senior management of national human rights institutions (NHRIs) which are members of the APF to share information and expertise.  It also works to support the APF Forum Council, its decisions and activities.  Over the past 12 months the SEO Network has moved towards strengthening its direction along with the capacity of its executive officers with the assistance of the APF secretariat.
Yesterday’s meeting was attended by 14 of the 17 APF member institutions.  The meeting had two components which consisted of a business session and a professional development session.

At the business session we received a report-back on the previous year’s activities of the network from our former Chairperson, Ms Susan Roberts, Executive Director of the Australian Human Rights Commission.  We discussed our draft mission and vision statement and agreed to finalise the statement with further input from our members within the next few weeks.  We also received a very useful briefing on the ACJ and its review from the APF secretariat and agreed to provide the secretariat with a nominated focal point from within our institutions for ACJ communications.   
 In terms of developing our professional capacity the APF secretariat arranged for Mr Chris Sidoti, a former secretary and former federal commissioner of the Australian Commission to facilitate a session on the Paris Principles and their relationship to the roles and responsibilities of SEOs.  We also considered the significance of “independence” for senior executive officers, the “stakeholders” of national institutions, priority setting, accountability and evaluation. Reflections were offered by individual participants and then discussed further in small groups. We found this session very stimulating and look forward to building on this type of activity at the next annual meeting.
Chairperson, I wish to conclude by offering my sincere thanks to Ms Susan Roberts for her excellent chairpersonship over the past twelve months and I look forward to continuing to work with her along, of course, with my other colleagues on the Network.   I also wish to place on record my gratitude to the APF for its funding of the SEOs to attend this meeting and making yesterday’s program possible.   
Thank you.
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