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I am the Chief Commissioner of the Canadian Human Rights Commission and Chair of the ICC - the International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions.

I welcome the opportunity to speak to you in support of an independent status for National Human Rights Institutions and the ICC at CSW.

They promote gender equality and women’s rights. They can be important strategic partners for CSW to help implement its agenda.  

65 National Human Rights Institutions have been accredited A status by the ICC. 

This means that they are compliant with the Paris Principles and independent.  

 Of the 45 member states of CSW, 19 have “A” Status NHRIs.

“A”-Status institutions have full standing at the Human Rights Council and independent accreditation and speaking rights at the Organization of American States.

Yet at CSW, they must attend as part of their state’s delegation.  

This does not reflect their independent status.

 National Human Rights Institutions are created by States by legislation or constitution to promote and protect human rights.  

They are vital mechanisms for the promotion and implementation of gender equality and women’s rights at the national level.

The full participation of National Human Rights Institutions and the ICC at CSW would deliver many benefits, including 


· objective expert advice 


· enhanced monitoring and implementation of CSW recommendations


· the promotion of women’s rights as human rights.

The Agreed Conclusions of CSW 53 affirmed the important role of National Human Rights Institutions in advancing the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.  

The Chair of CEDAW called on States to consider how National Human Rights Institutions can be more fully integrated into the work of CSW.  

Having these institutions at the table in their own right will enhance the ability of CSW to achieve its goals.

This year a joint statement was issued by the National Human Rights Institutions attending CSW 54 including the human rights commissions of 

· Australia

· Canada

· Jordan

· Korea

· Mexico

· New Zealand

· Nigeria

· Philippines

· South Africa

· Spain and 

· Thailand 

encouraging CSW to formally recognise the independent role of National Human Rights Institutions in promoting women’s empowerment and gender equality at the national, regional and international level.  
I therefore encourage the CSW to consider measures that would ensure the independent participation of A-Status National Human Rights Institutions and the ICC.

I would also be interested in receiving the Panel’s views on this issue.

