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Context

In 2008 the ICC adopted a decision to pursue independent participation rights for “A”-status national human rights institutions (‘NHRIs’) at the UN Commission on the Status of Women (‘CSW’).  This decision reflects the ICC’s strategic objective to enhance its engagement with the United Nations (‘UN’).
The campaign, coordinated by the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (‘APF’), started in earnest in 2009 and reports on developments have been regularly provided to the ICC and the ICC Bureau over the past eighteen months.  The last report was given by the then ICC Chairperson, Ms Jennifer Lynch, at the ICC meeting held in March 2010.  All reports regarding CSW are posted on the APF website and are available in Arabic, English, French and Spanish:  http://www.asiapacificforum.net/issues/womens-rights.
The purpose of this paper is to focus on the ‘next steps’ that the ICC, regional coordinating committees (RCCs) and individual NHRIs should consider in the lead up to the next session of CSW (CSW 55) which will be held at the UN in New York from 22nd February to 4th March 2011.
On behalf of the ICC, the APF has been liaising with a number of governments in New York who are willing to provide support and assistance in our campaign.  

We are, at this time, very fortunate to have the strong support of the current Chairperson of CSW, the Ambassador of Armenia, His Excellency Mr Garen Nazarian, whose term concludes at the end of CSW 55.  
The Ambassador has made it clear that he would like to see a resolution during his term, yet to successfully sponsor such a resolution he will require the cross-regional support of other States.  To pursue building a consensus amongst States, the Armenian and Australian Missions are exploring the establishment of a cross-regional core group of States.  This group will, in particular, include States that are currently members of CSW and have “A”-status NHRIs.  A list of current Member States of CSW is attached at Annex 1.  The group, if established, will consider and discuss possible options for granting participation rights to NHRIs.  For example they could consider whether they should advocate for the adoption of a resolution at CSW 55 granting participation rights to NHRIs or, alternately, for the commissioning of a report from the Secretary-General (to be presented to CSW 56) that would address the various institutional and administrative issues involved.  The report would then be used as the basis for a possible resolution at CSW 56 granting participation rights to NHRIs.  It is likely that Member States will prefer to take a cautious approach and therefore request a report from the Secretary-General before moving ahead with a potential resolution at CSW 56 in 2012.  
To assist NHRIs, the Armenian and Australian Missions are also considering sponsoring a NHRI side-event at CSW 55 to encourage exchanges and provide an opportunity for NHRIs to argue their case with governments and also discuss what role they can play in promoting women’s rights at CSW.  It is anticipated that the proposed side-event will be held in the first week of CSW 55, (i.e. 22 – 25 February 2011).  The attendance of “A”-status NHRIs from each of the four ICC regions to speak at this event will be important.  
Given Ambassador Nazarian’s imminent departure and the important discussions taking place regarding a resolution in either 2011 or 2012, the upcoming session of CSW will be critical for the NHRI campaign for participation rights.  The ICC and its members need to take full advantage of the current Chairperson’s incumbency and his personal support for NHRI participation rights.  It is not yet clear who will be the next Chairperson of CSW once Ambassador Nazarian’s term concludes and whether the new Chair will be a supporter of independent participation rights.
Next Steps

As you are aware the 11 NHRIs that attended CSW 54 in 2010 (the NHRIs from Australia, Canada, Jordan, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Nigeria, Philippines, South Africa, Spain and Thailand) proposed the following actions that the ICC and NHRIs should consider:
· A half-day meeting for NHRIs in New York the day before CSW 55 to share ideas and strategies (otherwise called a NHRI caucus meeting); 

· A ‘side-event’ to be sponsored by a Permanent Mission or Missions which will include NHRI and government speakers to focus on the role of NHRIs promoting women’s rights and participation rights for NHRIs at CSW; and
· Encourage Germany to specifically incorporate a request for NHRI participation at CSW in its next biennial General Assembly resolution on national human rights institutions in 2011.

Other actions that could be taken in the lead up to CSW 55 include:

· All NHRIs (particularly those that cannot attend CSW 55) should engage with their women and foreign affairs ministries in their Capitals and ask them to send support for a resolution on NHRIs at CSW to their Missions in New York;
· All NHRIs should encourage their respective governments (both in-county and UN Permanent Missions) to actively support and coordinate with the Armenian Permanent Mission in New York (as CSW Chair) on this issue;
· NHRIs should raise NHRI participation at CSW in treaty body reports (particularly CEDAW) or other human rights mechanism reports/procedures where relevant; and
· NHRIs should engage with your national NGOs for support.
It will be imperative to have NHRIs from all four ICC regions attend CSW 55 to ensure there is a strong NHRI presence in New York to demonstrate to governments NHRI commitment to the campaign.

The APF has nominated its Deputy Director, Ms Pip Dargan, to support and coordinate this campaign, in consultation with the ICC Chairperson.  Her participation in New York and time on this campaign is fully funded by the APF.  You may recall that the APF previously nominated and fully funded Ms Dargan in 2007 and she successfully coordinated and advocated for NHRI participation rights in the formal rules of procedure of the UN Human Rights Council.    
Ms Dargan will be attending the full two weeks of CSW 55 in 2011.  It is recommended that those NHRIs that are able to attend CSW 55 in New York consider attending in the first week of the session (i.e. 22 – 25 February 2011) as it is anticipated that the side-event and negotiations will take place during that first week.  It is also anticipated that Ms Dargan and a representative of the ICC Chairperson will attend meetings with governments in New York in the lead up to CSW 55 in December 2010.  I would be grateful if NHRIs could provide support to Ms Dargan to help arrange meetings with your government’s Missions in New York when she contacts your institution. 
It is important to emphasise the importance of the work of regional coordinating committees and individual NHRIs to the overall work of the ICC.  The advocacy at CSW is a flagship example of how the ICC benefits from the coordinated advocacy of NHRIs at the national, regional and international level.  It also demonstrates how we can coordinate to give practical effect to the ICC’s strategic objective to enhance our engagement with the UN. 

It is anticipated that the ICC Chairperson will attend the first week of CSW 55.  It is strongly recommended that NHRIs from all the four regions of the ICC - Africa, the Americas, Asia-Pacific and Europe – also attend CSW 55 and assist in this campaign.  Given the lack of independent participation rights, NHRIs will need to attend CSW as part of their government’s delegation.  However, if our campaign reaches its goal in the next few years, in the future NHRIs will be able to attend CSW independently without requiring an invitation or permission from their government.
It is strongly urged that NHRIs attending CSW 55 contact Ms Dargan to assist in ensuring a coordinated effort.  Ms Dargan can be contacted at pipdargan@asiapacificforum.net.  Please advise her as soon as possible of your institution’s availability to be involved in this campaign.
Annex 1

Membership of the Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-fifth session (2011) 

(45 members; four-year term); Membership Term expires at close of session in the year 

Argentina 2014 

Armenia 2011 

Azerbaijan 2011 

Bangladesh 2014 

Belarus 2013 

Belgium 2011 

Cambodia 2011 

Central African Republic 2014 

China 2012 

Colombia 2013 

Comoros 2014 

Cuba 2012 

Dominican Republic 2012 

El Salvador 2014 

Eritrea 2012 

Gabon 2011 

Gambia 2014 

Germany 2013 

Guinea 2013 

Haiti 2012 

India 2012 

Iraq 2013 

Israel 2013 

Italy 2013 

Japan 2013 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 2014 

Malaysia 2014 

Mauritania 2013 

Mongolia 2014 

Namibia 2011 

Nicaragua 2013 

Niger 2011 

Pakistan 2011 

Paraguay 2011 

Philippines 2014 

Republic of Korea 2014 

Russian Federation 2012 

Rwanda 2013 

Senegal 2012 

Spain 2011 

Swaziland 2014 

Sweden 2012 

Turkey 2011 

United States of America 2012 

Uruguay 2014 
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