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I am very pleased to report on the recent outcomes of the ongoing advocacy effort of national human rights institutions to obtain independent status and participation at the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women similar to their independent status at the Human Rights Council. 
With the support of the APF I was delighted to have been able to travel to New York to attend meetings with a number of governments and UN officials last December.  I was also able to attend the 54th session of the Commission on the Status of Women this March.   
You will recall that our advocacy follows up on the decision taken by the APF and the ICC in 2008 to advocate for the independent participation of national human rights institutions at the Commission on the Status of Women.  
You will also recall that national human rights institutions may only attend the Commission on the Status of Women if invited by its government and attend as part of its government’s delegation.  Or in some cases NHRIs have no other choice than to attend as a member of an NGO delegation.  This does not reflect their independent status as recognized by the United Nations.
The ICC and national human rights institutions believe that full participation at CSW will deliver many benefits, including

· Objective expert advice
· Enhanced monitoring and implementation of CSW recommendations
· The promotion of women’s rights as human rights
· Important strategic partners for CSW to help implements its agenda
Reflecting on our advocacy in 2009 at the 53rd session of the Commission on the Status of Women we were able to achieve some important outcomes including;
The Agreed Conclusions of CSW 53 affirmed the important role of national human rights institutions in advancing the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

The Chair of the CEDAW Committee called on States to consider how national human rights institutions can be more fully integrated into the work of CSW.

Many States made statements in support of independent participation rights for national human rights institutions.
This year we significantly built upon these achievements and further enhanced our presence and engagement at CSW 54.
2010 marked the largest contingent of national human rights institutions to have attended CSW.  
Eleven (11) national human rights institutions including the human rights commissions of Australia, Canada, Jordan, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Nigeria, Philippines, South Africa, Spain and Thailand attended CSW 54.  
This compared with five (5) in 2009 and one (1) in 2008.  This is quite an extraordinary development within only two (2) short years.
It also represented, for the first time, broader regional participation by NHRIs. Each of the ICC’s four regions of Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe had a national human rights institution at CSW 54.

With the invaluable support of the Australian Permanent Mission in New York, the ICC held an informal meeting between governments and national human rights institutions the issue of independent participation.  
It was an extremely constructive dialogue that produced several important actions at CSW 54.  It also served as a useful platform to develop ideas for future action at next year’s 55th session. 
In another first, this year, a joint statement was issued by the 11 national human rights institutions attending CSW 54.  The human rights commissions of 
· Australia 
· Canada
· Jordan
· Korea
· Mexico
· New Zealand 
· Nigeria
· Philippines
· South Africa
· Spain,  and 
· Thailand 
encouraged the CSW to support a resolution enabling the independent participation of national human rights institutions at CSW, consistent with other UN bodies.
A copy of this statement is in your folder.

I also made an intervention at the panel on the ‘Evolving Status of National Mechanisms for Gender Equality’.  
As national human rights commissions do not have their own speaking rights at CSW the Canadian Government permitted me to use its speaking time to make a statement as Chief Commissioner of the Canadian Commission and ICC Chairperson to encourage CSW to recognise the unique and independent status of national human rights institutions.  
My statement also called upon the CSW to consider measures to ensure the independent participation of A-status institutions.  
Part of our ongoing strategy must be to continue to engage with governments (including our ministries of women’s and foreign affairs in our capitals) to work towards a resolution providing for participation of NHRIs at CSW within the next 1 to 2 years.
All NHRIs at CSW 54 actively engaged with their governments. 
 Some governments issued oral or written statements supporting the independent status and participation of national human rights institutions at CSW.
 Other opportunities to raise the awareness of this issue with our NGO colleagues were followed-up.  
Dr Sima Samar, Chairperson of the Afghanistan Independent Commission for Human Rights, raised the importance of independent participation of national institutions in her keynote address at the NGO Global Forum for Women: Beijing +15 held in New York.  
We need to continue to engage with civil society in supporting our efforts along with governments. 
We are, at this time, very fortunate to have the strong support of the current Chair of the Commission on the Status of Women, the Ambassador of Armenia, His Excellency Mr Garen Nazarian, whose term concludes at the end of the next CSW session in 2011. 
 The Ambassador has made it plain that he would like to see a resolution during his term but he requires the cross-regional support of other governments.  I therefore urge you to encourage your governments to actively support the Armenian Permanent Mission in New York. 
We are certainly making important headways on this issue.  Yet there is a long way to go and a continued concerted effort is required.  
There are supportive governments and there are governments with reservations.   Some governments do not understand the value of NHRIs at CSW and say that CSW is not a human rights body unlike the Human Rights Council. 
Some are concerned about the practical modalities of national human rights institutions intervening at the Commission.  
Other government officials in New York have stressed the importance of national human rights institutions securing political support from their Capitals - particularly from the women and foreign affairs ministries so it can provide diplomatic officials in New York with an imprimatur for supportive action at CSW. 
 We will of course continue to make our case when in New York.  Nonetheless, it is absolutely critical for national human rights institutions to continue to engage their women and foreign ministries in your Capital cities. 

We need to continue the momentum and continue to build on our gains from CSW 53 and 54.  

The Armenian Ambassador suggested that it would be valuable for ICC/APF representation to return to New York in June during the Annual Ministerial Review.  This visit would look to engage with Ambassadors in the lead up to CSW 55 in March 2011. 
 This suggestion will be given due consideration pending funding availability.  

Actions agreed upon by national institutions participating at CSW 54 to occur during CSW 55 include: 

· A half-day meeting for NHRIs the day before CSW 55 to share ideas and strategies (otherwise called a NHRI caucus meeting) 

· A ‘side-event’ to be sponsored by a Permanent Mission or Missions which will include NHRI and government speakers to focus on the role of NHRIs promoting women’s rights and participation rights for NHRIs at CSW.
· Encourage Germany to specifically incorporate a request for NHRI participation at CSW in its next biennial General Assembly resolution on national human rights institutions in 2011.

Other actions that could be taken in the lead up to CSW 55 include:

· All NHRIs engage with your  women and foreign affairs ministries in your Capitals

· All NHRIs encourage your respective governments (both in- county and UN Permanent Missions)  to actively support the Armenian Permanent Mission in New York in its supportive role as CSW Chair
· ICC and APF to visit New York  during the Annual Ministerial Review in June
· NHRIs raise NHRI participation at CSW in treaty body reports (particularly CEDAW) or other human rights mechanism report procedures where relevant

· NHRIs engage with your national NGOs for support
I would like to emphasise the importance of regional coordinating committees and individual national human rights institutions in what we have achieved to date.
 The advocacy at CSW is in my view a flagship example of how the ICC can harness national human rights institutions at the national, regional and international level.  It also demonstrates how we can coordinate to give practical effect to the ICC’s strategic objective to enhance our engagement with the United Nations. 
 I would like to place on record my sincere appreciation for your commitment and dedication to this work.   
I urge national human rights institutions from all four regions of the ICC - Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe to plan to attend the 55th session of the Commission on the Status of the Women which will be held in March 2011.
In these efforts I ask that you continue to liaise with Pip Dargan, Deputy Director of the APF and coordinator on national human rights institutions and the Commission on the Status of Women.  

Thank you and I look forward to working with you on this important issue for women’s human rights and national human rights institutions into the future.
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