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I am pleased to provide Bureau members with an update on developments in relation to the ICC policy to pursue independent participation rights for A-accredited NHRIs at the UN global body on women’s rights – the Commission on the Status of Women.  Within this report you will note there are requests to national human rights institutions, their regional coordinating committees and the ICC for further cooperation in pursuing the ICC strategy of independent participation of NHRIs at CSW including the formal incorporation of this issue in the ICC strategic plan.
1. Background
The ICC’s call for greater engagement of national human rights institutions (NHRIs) with the major UN body responsible for women’s rights and development – the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) - is in line with its strategic objectives to enhance NHRI engagement with the UN as well as regional human rights frameworks and to build partnerships and engaging external stakeholders.

In July 2008 at its 13th Annual Meeting the APF agreed to endorse the proposal by the Australian Human Rights Commission to advocate for the independent participation of A-accredited national human rights institutions (NHRIs) in line with the arrangements adopted by the UN Human Rights Council in 2007.  This proposal was subsequently endorsed by the International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions (ICC) at its international conference held in Nairobi, Kenya in October 2008.

2.  CSW 53 – March 2009
To give effect to the ICC decision the APF secretariat and 5 NHRIs from Australia, Indonesia, Korea, Philippines and Thailand attended the 53rd session of the CSW (CSW 53) which was held in New York from 2-13 March 2009.  

These NHRIs were required to attend the CSW session as part of their respective government delegations because the independent registration and participation of NHRIs to attend CSW, in their own right, is not permitted under ECOCOC rules which apply to CSW proceedings. One of the ICC key objectives in this campaign is to identify modalities that may provide for greater independent participation of NHRIs at this UN forum. 
There were a number of significant achievements resulting from NHRI attendance at CSW 53 and the Hon Catherine Branson Q.C., President, Australian Human Rights Commission gave a full report on these achievements at ICC 23 in Geneva in March 2009
.  

In brief those outcomes included:

1. Formal Government statements promoting the role of NHRIs in CSW from the Governments of Australia, Indonesia, New Zealand, Philippines and Thailand;

2. A statement by the Chairperson of the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) strongly encouraging CSW to consider how NHRIs could be fully integrated into its work.

3. The hosting of two side-events which featured the participation of NHRIs.   

4. For the first time the inclusion of specific text referring to NHRIs in the "Agreed Conclusions" of CSW.

3. Request for ongoing support in 2010 
The report tabled by Ms Branson at ICC 22 also made several key recommendations for future action in 2010.  I am very pleased to report to you that we are currently pursuing a number of these recommendations and I would like continue to encourage you all to consider how institutions and regional coordinating committees can continue to support our efforts in the following areas:

3.1 
Paper on NHRIs as national machineries promoting women’s rights
We have received a very positive response from regional committees to our call for NHRIs to input into the paper that we are preparing to submit to the CSW secretariat, the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW) on the role of NHRIs as national machineries in December 2010.  This paper will assist DAW and CSW to understand and position NHRIs as one of the key national mechanisms for the promotion and protection of women and girl-children’s human rights in future policy and operational arrangements at CSW.   The paper will provide case studies of the role of NHRIs in promoting gender equality and, in particular, good practice examples of constructive collaboration between national mechanisms for the advancement of women and NHRIs. 

In early September I wrote to the ICC, its Geneva Representative and to regional coordinating committees to request case studies for the paper and I am very pleased to advise that we have received a range of contributions from NHRIs from all four regions and to date we have received contributions from:

African region:   
Kenya, Nigeria and Rwanda 


American region:  
Bolivia, El Salvador, Ecuador, Mexico and Venezuela

Asia Pacific region: 
India, Indonesia, Korea, New Zealand, Philippines and Thailand.

European region: 
Portugal, Slovakia and Spain.

We are very appreciative of the efforts of the regional networks and NHRIs in assisting in this process.  We aim to have a final paper ready by early December which will also serve as a briefing paper for the visit to New York in mid December by the ICC Chairperson Jennifer Lynch as well as an information paper for DAW and CSW.  When finalised, this paper will be circulated to the ICC and all regional networks and will be available in English, French and Spanish, and if possible Arabic.

The upcoming visit to New York in December is also a key recommendation from the report delivered at ICC 22 that we are actively progressing.
3.2
High level intersessional engagement with UN officials and Governments

We consider it strategically beneficial for the ICC to engage with high-level UN officials and governments prior to the next session of the CSW in March 2010 particularly in discussing possible with UN experts the feasibility of possible modalities for independent NHRI participation at CSW. 

Arrangements are in train for the ICC Chairperson, Ms Jennifer Lynch supported by Ms Pip Dargan, Deputy Director of the APF undertake a visit to New York from 14-17 December 2009 to meet with high level UN officials several  key Permanent Missions to the United Nations from all four regions.  The ICC Chairperson will report on her discussions including options on how to advance practical modalities for enhanced participation of NHRIs at CSW (for example through resolution, agreed conclusion or some other method).  Please consider informing your government’s diplomatic mission in New York of the visit and its objective.  
In addition the ICC delegation will endeavour to find out further information regarding the recent decision by the General Assembly in September to establish a new UN Gender Agency that amalgamates the four existing gender bodies; the Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the Office of the Special Advisor for Gender Issues (OSAGI), DAW and the United Nations International Research Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW).
 This agency will be on par with UNICEF and UNCHR and will be headed by an Under-Secretary General.  The delegation will explore how NHRIs could engage with this body.
3.3 
Broad participation of NHRIs at CSW 54
Another key recommendation was the call for a broad and internationally representative participation of NHRI’s at the next annual session of CSW.

The 54th session of the CSW will be held in New York from 1-12 March 2010.  This session will focus on a global 15 year review of implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995) and its contribution to the realisation of the Millennium Development Goals. 

In discussions with governments and UN agencies during CSW 53 the NHRI delegation realised that critical to the success of any future engagement with CSW is ensuring that the NHRI approach and advocacy must be international in its tenor, that is, it should include the active engagement of the International Coordinating Committee of NHRIs, the Chairperson and all four of the ICC’s regions; Africa, Americas, Asia-Pacific and Europe.  Attendance to CSW this year was primarily NHRIs from the Asia Pacific region and this year it would be a significant achievement to also have the participation of at least a number of A-accredited NHRIs from each of the four regions.  

The CSW is in session for two weeks. Activities would include discussing with governments and UN officials the importance of NHRIs to women’s rights and the independent participation of NHRIs to the CSW sessions, working closely with other NHRIs to caucus and assist in negotiations to further build on text on NHRIs in the CSW’s Agreed Conclusions, speaking at NGO regional caucus meetings, participating in side-events where NHRIs can provide information on their role in promoting women’s rights with a focus on the Beijing Platform for Action
  It is also important to note that some States which have NHRIs are members of CSW and it would be particularly useful for those NHRIs to engage with their government on this issue
.
Given the increasing level of overseas travel commitments for NHRIs, along with their responsibility to implement their domestic mandate, we are acutely aware that an additional trip to New York is a difficult request to consider both time-wise and financially.  However if feasible we do request that NHRIs and their networks  positively consider coming to New York for at least the first week of the session in 2010  and seek funds through your domestic budget, donors or perhaps, through your regional network to assist your participation.  If your institution is able to attend please contact Pip Dargan to help with coordination and to work with your institution closely.

If it is not possible to physically attend CSW to assist with the negotiations then I would request NHRIs and their regional coordinating networks to consider supporting our campaign, in other practical ways, in the lead up to CSW 54, such as:  

· Meet with your respective Foreign Affairs and Women Affairs Ministers and officials in the lead up to the session to secure support and discuss ways in which NHRIs could be further integrated into CSW;

· Encourage your government to make formal statements promoting the role of NHRIs in CSW; 

· Encourage your government to actively engage with ECOSOC and DAW to consider and develop new modalities for the independent participation of NHRIs at CSW; 

· Encourage your government to work with other states to shore-up support for greater independence for NHRIs at CSW;

· Encourage your government to meet with Jennifer Lynch and Pip Dargan in New York in December 2009 and March 2010; and

· Notify the ICC CSW Coordinator, Pip Dargan, of any follow-up or developments relating to your government’s position  at pipdargan@asiapacificforum.net
3.5
ICC Strategic Plan 
Finally I would request that the Chairperson and Bureau Members ensure that the CSW campaign be reflected in the ICC’s new three year strategic plan under its objective to enhance NHRI engagement with the UN and to also consider setting aside a specific line item budget for ICC participation at CSW as well as for the translation of the national mechanisms paper into ICC languages.  I am pleased to advise that the APF is contributing 5000 CHF for Ms Lynch’s visit to New York in December as well as covering my associated costs.  

Annex 1:  Membership of the Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-fourth session (2010) 

 (45 members; four-year term) 

	Membership 
	Term expires at close of session 
in the year

	Armenia 
	2011

	Azerbaijan 
	2011

	Belarus 
	2013

	Belgium 
	2011

	Brazil 
	2011

	Cambodia 
	2011

	Cameroon 
	2010

	China 
	2012

	Colombia 
	2013

	Cuba 
	2012

	Djibouti 
	2010

	Dominican Republic 
	2012

	Ecuador 
	2010

	Eritrea 
	2012

	Gabon 
	2011

	Germany 
	2013

	Guinea 
	2013

	Haiti 
	2012

	India 
	2012

	Indonesia 
	2010

	Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
	2010

	Iraq 
	2013

	Israel 
	2013

	Italy 
	2013

	Japan 
	2013

	Lesotho 
	2010

	Malaysia 
	2010

	Mauritania 
	2013

	Mexico 
	2010

	Namibia 
	2011

	Nicaragua 
	2013

	Niger 
	2011

	Pakistan 
	2011

	Paraguay 
	2011

	Republic of Korea 
	2010

	Russian Federation 
	2012

	Rwanda 
	2013

	Senegal 
	2012

	Spain 
	2011

	Sweden 
	2012

	Togo 
	2010

	Turkey 
	2011

	United Arab Emirates 
	2010

	United States of America 
	2012

	Zambia 
	2010 


� This report is available in English, French and Spanish at the APF website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.asiapacificforum.net/issues/womens-rights" ��http://www.asiapacificforum.net/issues/womens-rights� and also includes the statements made by governments and the Chair of the CEDAW Committee as well as the Agreed Conclusions.


� General Assembly Resolution A/63.L.103


� Information on the Beijing Platform for Action available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/plat1.htm" ��http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/plat1.htm�


� A list of CSW member states for 2010 is attached at Annex 1
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