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ASIA PACIFIC FORUM OF NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS (APF)

16TH SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

ITEM 8: Follow-up and implementation of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
Check against delivery

Mr President,
I am speaking on behalf of the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (APF) and its ‘A’ status member institutions of Afghanistan, Australia, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Palestinian Territories, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Timor-Leste. 
The APF welcomes the Secretary-General’s report on national human rights institutions (NHRIs) and its references to the activities of the APF as the regional coordinating body of 17 NHRIs in the Asia Pacific region. As the Secretary-General’s report highlights, NHRIs make important contributions to United Nations (UN) human rights mechanisms and also serve as 'essential pillars of national human rights protection systems’. This statement will focus on both of these roles.
First, the Secretary-General’s report addresses the contributions that NHRIs have made to the Human Rights Council and its mechanisms, the human rights treaty bodies, and the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in the last 12 months. The value of these contributions is clear. NHRIs, as independent bodies with national-level expertise, bring important information and perspectives to the work of UN human rights bodies and their decision-making processes. It would therefore be in the interest of these bodies to mainstream NHRI contributions throughout their work. The International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions (ICC) has advocated for ‘A’ status NHRIs to be granted independent participation rights at CSW. The APF not only supports this campaign but believes that ‘A’ status NHRIs should be granted independent participation rights in all UN human rights fora.
Second, as the Secretary-General states, NHRIs ‘play a crucial role in promoting and monitoring the effective implementation of international human rights standards at the national level.' The Secretary-General’s report identifies a number of the ways in which the APF, working in partnership with the UN, is doing this. One example is the partnership between OHCHR, UNDP and the APF, which seeks to coordinate organisational efforts to support the work of NHRIs in the Asia Pacific region. On 25 February 2011, the APF met with representatives of OHCHR and UNDP in New York to discuss APF-OHCHR-UNDP cooperation to (i) promote the establishment of NHRIs in the region in compliance with the Paris Principles (ii) strengthen the capacity of NHRIs in the region to enable them to more effectively undertake their mandates and (iii) promote effective international, regional and national cooperation among APF, UNDP and OHCHR in supporting NHRIs.  The APF hopes that this tripartite partnership can be replicated in other regions and can be used as a model for collaboration between NHRI representative bodies and other UN agencies.
Finally, the APF echoes the Secretary-General’s call for adequate financial resources to be allocated to NHRIs. Where Governments have a responsibility to ensure that NHRIs enjoy financial independence and autonomy in country, the Council should find ways to support the participation and contribution of NHRIs to the Council and its mechanisms. The establishment of a NHRI fund is one way this could be achieved. 

Thank you.
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