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Mr. President,

We wish to record our appreciation to the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention for conducting a country mission to Malaysia on 7-18 June 2010 and for its initial findings and recommendations. We would like to also commend the Government of Malaysia for the invitation and cooperation extended to the Working Group.

SUHAKAM concurs with the initial findings and recommendations of the Working Group, issued on 18 June 2010. Similar to the view of the Working Group, SUHAKAM calls on the Government to repeal all preventive laws in Malaysia, namely the Internal Security Act 1960 (ISA), the Emergency (Public Order and Prevention of Crime) Ordinance 1969 (EO), the Dangerous Drugs (Special Preventive Measures) Act 1985 (DDA), and the Restricted Residence Act 1933 (RRA). 
SUHAKAM is of the view that these laws are inconsistent with human rights principles and may lead to gross violations of human rights. SUHAKAM believes that the ISA should be replaced with a new law that will address issues concerning national security and at the same time comply with human rights standards.
While SUHAKAM welcomes the Government’s intention to review the ISA and other preventive laws, SUHAKAM hopes that the amendments are consistent with human rights principles. 
We also wish to urge the Government to take into serious consideration the findings and recommendations of the Working Group in relation to issues concerning conditions in places of detention, death in custody, excessive powers attributed to the police and the People’s Volunteer Corps (RELA) in the arrest of immigration detainees, and independence of the judiciary. 

SUHAKAM also welcomes the Working Group’s recommendations for the Government to strengthen the status, powers and functions of SUHAKAM, in line with the Paris Principles and to take necessary measures to ensure SUHAKAM’s “A” status is maintained. We are pleased to be informed that on 28 January 2011, the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC) confirmed SUHAKAM‘s ‘A’ status.

SUHAKAM hopes that the Government will take cognizance of the report of the Working Group and take necessary measures towards the abolition of preventive laws or, pending the abolition, to ensure the amendments that the Government intends to undertake, are in compliance with human rights norms.
Thank you. 
