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Mr. President 
I am speaking on behalf of the ICC, representing 67 A status national human rights institutions from all regions of the world. 

Combating discrimination on the grounds of race, religion and belief, and colour is an integral part of a national human rights institutions’ mandate. 

NHRIs promote intercultural dialogue and diversity. They provide a human rights framework for addressing contentious issues. They achieve this through dispute resolution services, advocacy, the development of networks - including networks with NGOs and civil society at large -, community capacity building, human rights monitoring, and development of training and education. 

Mr President,

The Durban Review Conference was an important opportunity to reinvigorate our global commitment to combating racism and to close existing implementation gaps. We welcome today’s discussions on follow up to the Conference and OHCHR’s study on best practices in combating racism.

As national human rights institutions, we consider essential the following elements: 

1. The establishment of new NHRIs and the universal ratification of CERD by all States are important mechanisms to further realize the Durban Declaration and Program of Action (DDPA).

2. Ratification of international treaties and regular and timely reporting to treaty bodies should be promoted. 

3. Many of us have been involved in the development of national action plans for human rights and national action plans against racism. All States should be encouraged to develop such plans. 

4. We support the further development of regional and global networks and strengthened monitoring mechanisms to share experience and to promote further implementation of the DDPA. Data about racism should be collected and research be conducted ethically, and information be submitted regularly to OHCHR. 

During the Durban Review Conference, NHRIs identified 14 priorities, which they committed to promote collectively and individually as national human rights institutions. At its 24th meeting held in May 2011 in Geneva, NHRIs resolved to implement these commitments. 

NHRIs remain committed to contributing constructively, both individually and collectively, at national, regional and global levels, to the struggle against racism and the promotion of equality and non-discrimination for all, everywhere.

I thank you. 
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