Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission

Statement on ‘Situation of Children in Afghanistan’
For 

The 9th Session of Human Rights Counsel on 9th Sept. 2008
AIHRC is a constitutionally recognised institution that monitors Human Rights situation in the country. The AIHRC is equipped with 8 regional and 4 provincial offices having cadre of human rights field monitors who closely monitor incidences of violations in the field areas. Child Rights Unit (CRU) of the commission exclusively assesses the situation on child rights. Children at risks, such as children from border areas, orphans, dropped out children, street children, children accompanying their parents in prisons, physically and sexually abused children, working children and children affected by armed conflict have been special focus groups for the CRU of commission. CRU exercises four types of monitoring tools: 
· Child Rights Field Monitoring (CRFM): CRFM includes basic monitoring on aspects of violence, gender based violence, status on livelihood, labour and punishment…

· Border Based Child Rights Monitoring (BBCRM): This includes monitoring of children on border areas and focuses on their activities on border areas especially on illicit transfer of drugs and human, child labour and other abuses

· Child under Detention Monitoring (CDM): Children detained by police, army or by illegal armed groups are subjected for monitoring under CDM.
· Access to Quality Education (AQE): Monitoring on access and quality of education is exercised through AQE.
Besides monitoring, CRU is also involved in key reporting to UN especially UNCRC reporting. The AIHRC while is member of the Steering Committee for Producing the Government Report on CRC, it has helped a group of 50 NGOs in producing the CRC shadow report.   

In the year 2007, CRU of AIHRC, undertook special task of analysing existing legislation, key government policies along with institutionalised monitoring. The data reveals increasing number of cases of violations against children. Continuing to the AIHRC’s contribution to the National Strategy on Combating Child Trafficking and National Strategy on Children with Disability, the AIHRC effectively contributed, from the point view of the child rights, to the Juvenile Code, which was adopted recently by the Afghan Parliament. The AIHRC also contributed to the draft of the Law of Combating Human Trafficking, very recently approved by the Afghan Cabinet Ministers. 
Incidences of sexual abuse have been increasing over the period. Most of the cases of sexual abuse that have been reported are of extreme nature like rape and have been perpetrated by powerful people and duty bearers like police, doctors and teachers. The legal intervention in such cases further victimised the child, who has to take burden of proving crime. Practices such as forced marriages at early age are taking toll on education and development of children especially girls in most parts of Afghanistan. Though it is extremely difficult to trace out the cases on child trafficking, Afghanistan is the most fertile land for human traffickers as the law of the land is silent about it. It is very easy for anybody to transfer human beings especially children in wrap of marriage or labour with parental consent. Such incidences are available on records.
Situation of children vis-à-vis education though improving is not satisfactory. Especially girls’ education is still neglected area. No special efforts are being made to enrol and retain girls in schools. The statistic shows that there is mere growth of 35% of girls as compare to boys 70% in education since 2001. The issues related to girls’ security, hygiene (provision of toilets) and transportation are still ignored. The studies have also revealed that ‘not having lady teacher’ has been the prime reason for girls’ drop out especially those in teenage. Despite of this, very few developments can be observed in teachers training especially to women. Women teachers do not find conducive environment for them to perform their duties especially in rural Afghanistan. The prevailing insecure, situation as well as traditional burdens, are challenging children to maintain education.

Besides all these developmental issues, children are still affected by armed conflict. The recent incidences of air bombing and security forces’ mistaken identity, have taken a toll on many people including children. Children have been affected by suicide attacks either by getting killed or by losing kin or by becoming disabled. Putting schools on fire by the anti government forces, which deprives children from education, is a great concern. So far, around 250 newly built or reconstructed schools have been put on fire in the last two years. School’s teachers, particularly female teachers are threatened by the Anti-government insurgents, even a number of them have killed. There are private illegal armed troops still active in parts of Afghanistan, who are inaccessible for direct monitoring; however sources from the field have authenticated entry of children in such troops. 
There is serious concern on the cases of “children selling ” by their parents due to extreme  poverty, resulted as a combination effects of drought-caused famine, insecure situation overshadowed over social and economic sectors and improper economic strategy that failed to generate employment opportunity. Four (4) cases of selling children so far have been recorded by the AIHRC.  The recent study of OXFAM in Afghanistan, anticipating that 5 million persons will be facing famine, will increase the number of the cases of selling children in the future, if no emergency measure is taken.  
In the view of this situation AIHRC seconds the recommendations made by the UN Special Representative on Child Rights on her visit to Afghanistan. Especially her recommendations on income generation, basic health services, provision of food in school programme, at this circumstance, are worthy to get on to implementation with immediate effect. AIHRC is in complete agreement with the Representative’s recommendation on strengthening the monitoring mechanism and aspires to develop a strong relationship between AIHRC and UN. 
AIHRC requires intensive capacity building on monitoring mechanisms, database management and deep analysis and reporting. The UN Support in these areas is highly appreciable. 
Thank you….
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