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Agenda item 3

Promotion and Protection of all human rights

General Debate
The ICC appreciates the opportunity to contribute to the General Debate under Item 3 relating to the promotion and protection of all human rights. 

The 9th International Conference of National Human Rights Institutions will be devoted to the theme “National Human Rights Institutions and the Administration of Justice”.

The way in which justice is administered in a society is key to the promotion and protection of human rights and the rule of law. National Human Rights institutions have a critical role in promoting an effective administration of justice. The Paris Principles clearly identify areas of work for NHRIs in the field of justice. Their central position in national protection mechanisms make them well placed to ensure that the judiciary, law enforcement and the correctional systems operate in conformity with international human rights standards. The objective of the Conference is to further define the scope of this role, through an exchange of different approaches and practices, to promote and strengthen cooperation between participants to review best practices and lessons learned on items on the agenda and to ensure follow up at the national level.

The Conference will take place in Nairobi this late October and will be organized around six panels:

· The Relationship between NHRIs and the Judiciary;

· The Experience of Human Rights Tribunals;

· Monitoring, Investigating and Preventing Human Rights Abuses by the Police;

· New Innovative Ways of Enhancing Access to Justice, especially in the Context of Developing Countries;

· NHRIs and Monitoring Detention Centers; and

· NHRIs and Justice and Dignity of Detainees. 

National institutions from all regions will participate in the debates to identify best practices and lessons learned, to propose recommendations for enhancing access to justice, and to strengthen cooperation among our networks.

The Conference will also hear the conclusions and recommendations of the forum of non-governmental organizations on the theme “Improving Access to Justice for Vulnerable Groups”, which will immediately precede the Conference. 

The expected outcome of the Conference is the adoption of a final declaration, which will be transmitted to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, to all NHRIs and observers, and to the Human Rights Council.  

The 9th International Conference is hosted, organized, and supported by the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR), the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (ICC). The event also benefits from the support of the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF), the Swedish International Development Corporation Agency (SIDA) and the United Nations Development Program, Kenya (UNDP). 
Thank you. 

