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Agenda item 8

Follow-up and Implementation of the 

Vienna Declaration and Program of Action

Mr. President,

The ICC appreciates the opportunity today to contribute to the discussions on the follow-up and implementation of the Vienna Declaration and Program of Action. 

The Vienna Declaration was particularly important for national human rights institutions, as it recommended the establishment of NHRIs on the basis of the Paris Principles; and encouraged cooperation within national institutions networks and with regional bodies and the United Nations. 

The Declaration was a catalyst for the creation of new institutions. Less than 20 national institutions existed worldwide at that time and, of these, only a handful was in compliance with the Paris Principles.  Today, there are over a hundred national institutions; sixty-two of them are fully complying with the Paris Principles.  

1993 also witnessed the creation of the ICC at the second international meeting of NHRIs held in Tunisia. Since its inception, the ICC developed into a strong international network to enhance human rights protection globally. It is supported by active regional networks in each of its four regions– the Americas, Africa, the Asia Pacific region and Europe.

The Office of High Commissioner, itself a creation of the World Conference, provides critical support in setting up national institutions and strengthening them. It plays a key role in ensuring that the Paris Principles be applied and respected so that institutions are truly independent and effective.

But despite these significant advancements in the spirit of the VDPA, important challenges still remain. 

Many NHRIs lack sufficient powers and financials to be able to carry out their mandates as effectively as we would all hope. Some face threats when conducting their functions and speaking out against human rights violations. The international community must redouble its efforts to strengthen national institutions and to help cultivate an environment where they can operate freely, for instance through recommendations in the UPR, and concluding observations from treaty bodies or Special Procedures or through inter-governmental dialogue.
International engagement of NHRIs is key to create synergies among national and international human rights work. It is important that the UN and inter-governmental agencies recognize the independent voice of NHRIs; and that they take greater steps to integrate NHRIs into their activities and ensure that the expertise and experience of NHRIs be taken into account in their discussions. 

To conclude, Mr. President, the past 15 years have witnessed significant achievements in both strength and numbers of NHRIs around the world. However, challenges remain to enhance this national role and further integrate and consolidate the international dimension of NHRIs’ work. Overcoming these challenges requires continued cooperation and collaboration, between NHRIs themselves, States, OHCHR, and the international human rights system.
I thank you. 

