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Mr. President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the New Zealand Human Rights Commission. 

The New Zealand Human Rights Commission welcomes the report of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous People Professor S James Anaya, and in particular his comments on the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

The New Zealand Human Rights Commission welcomed the adoption of the Declaration by the General Assembly last year and arranged for it to be translated into the indigenous Maori language. It was published in English and Maori in time for the annual commemoration of the signing in 1840 of the Treaty of Waitangi between the British Crown and the indigenous people.  The Commission in particular notes the Special Rapporteur’s conclusion regarding the centrality of developing strong partnerships between States and indigenous peoples for the realisation of the rights set out in the Declaration, and has accordingly established a major project to promote best practice in Crown-Maori relationships.  

I thank you. 

