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INFORMATION NOTE FOR NHRIs


The present note is intended to provide national human rights institutions a brief overview of the first session of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee (the Advisory Committee), held in Geneva from 4 to 15 August 2008. The note also aims at providing information on NHRIs’ opportunities in participating in the work of the Advisory Committee. 

	Background


Pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1, the Advisory Committee, has been established to function as a think-tank for the Human Rights Council and work at its direction. It provides expertise on thematic human rights to the Human Rights Council, focusing mainly on studies and research-based advice. The Advisory Committee replaces the former Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights.

	Membership – NHRI representatives 


The Advisory Committee is composed of 18 members representing each of the Human Rights Council regional groups.
 The following members are representatives from national human rights institutions: 

· Mr. Emmanuel Decaux, National Consultative Commission on Human Rights of France; 
· Mr. Wolfgang Heinz, German Institute for Human Rights;
· Mrs. Purification Quisumbing, (formerly) National Human Rights Commission Philippines.
· Mr. Dheerujlall Seetulsingh, National Human Rights Commission Mauritius; and 

· Mrs. Halima Warzazi, Advisory Council on Human Rights of Morocco. 

The composition of the Bureau is as follows:

· Mr. Miguel Alfonso Martinez, Chairperson;

· Mrs. Chin-Sung Chung, Mr. Vladimir Katashkin and Mrs. Mona Zulficar, Vice-Chairpersons; and

· Mr. Emmanuel Decaux, Rapporteur.

	National Human Rights Institution participation 


Resolution 5/1 urges the Advisory Committee to establish interaction with various actors, including with national human rights institutions, in accordance with the modalities and practices of the Human Rights Council. Thus, accredited national human rights institutions may:

· Participate in the sessions of the Advisory Committee;

· Submit written documentation and written statements prior to a session;

· Make oral statements under the substantive agenda items of the Advisory Committee during a session;

· Recommend that a thematic issue be placed on the agenda of the Advisory Committee; 

· Organize parallel events during the sessions of the Advisory Committee; and 

· Establish a work relationship with the experts from the Advisory Committee, in particular with those who are representatives of national human rights institutions.  

	Overview of decisions


At its first session, the Advisory Committee adopted, inter alia, the following decisions:

On Human Rights Education and Training, the Advisory Committee decided to establish a drafting group to undertake preparatory work on the elaboration of a United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training. Consultations will be held with States, international and regional organizations, OHCHR, NHRIs and NGOs, by means of a questionnaire, which will be sent shortly.
 The Advisory Committee will consider the report of the drafting group at its next session in January 2009, and will present a progress report to the Human Rights Council session in March 2009. The drafting group is composed of the following members: Mr. Emmanuel Decaux, Mr. Héctor Felipe Fix Fierro, Mr. Vladimir Kartashkin, Mrs. Purificacion V. Quisumbing, and Mrs. Halima Embarek Warzazi. 

On integrating the human rights of women throughout the United Nations system, the Advisory Committee decided to prepare for its next session draft guidelines and recommendations on methods to operationalize gender mainstreaming and to increase substantive gender equality within the UN agencies, regional and national levels.
 The Advisory Committee entrusted its following experts with this task: Mrs. Chung Chinsung, Mr. Shigeki Sakamoto and Mrs. Mona Zulficar. 

On the right to food, the Advisory Committee will conduct a study on the right to food and the current food crisis, its causes, its consequences, State obligations, and will provide recommendations on measures to enhance the full realization of the right to food. The Advisory Committee established a drafting group, composed of the following experts: Mr. Jose Antonio Bengoa Cabello, Mrs. Chung Chinsung, Mr. Latif Huseynov, Mr. Jean Ziegler and Mrs. Mona Zulficar, which will present a draft report at the Advisory Committee’s next session in January 2009. The Advisory Committee also recommended that the Council entrusted it with the task of preparing two additional related studies, entitled "Current food crisis, the right to food and hunger refugees: definition and situation" and "Current food crisis, the right to food and the rights of peasants". 

On the elimination of discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their family members, the Advisory Committee decided to designate Mr. Shigeki Sakamoto to formulate a draft set of principles and guidelines, for review by the Advisory Committee at its next session in January 2009 and for consideration by the Human Rights Council in September 2009.

On missing persons, the Advisory Committee, represented by its member Mr. Huseynov, will participate in the Human Rights Council panel discussion on the issue of missing persons, to be hosted at the Human Rights Council 9th session, and will prepare a study on best practices in the matter, pursuant to HRC resolution 7/28. 

On refugees from hunger, the Advisory Committee suggested that the Human Rights Council and the Secretary-General make available their good offices so as to extend the right of non-refoulement to hunger refugees. 

On the realization of the right to food in UN refugee camps, the Advisory Committee suggested the Human Rights Council, at its next session, launch an urgent appeal to Member States to increase their voluntary contributions substantially and as soon as possible so as to enable the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and other United Nations bodies to discharge their mandates.

On the right of peoples to self determination, pursuant to a request by non-governmental organizations, the Advisory Committee decided to consider this matter, only if the Human Rights Council addressed a petition on this matter to the Advisory Committee.

On the studies of the former Sub Commission on Human Rights, which have not yet been finalized, the Advisory Committee decided to suggest that the Human Rights Council examined and eventually took the decisions it might consider fit for a possible follow-up to all studies commissioned by the Sub-Commission. The Advisory Committee proposed to conclude or complete the following studies of the former Sub-Commission:

· Discrimination in the criminal justice system; 

· Corruption and its impact on the full enjoyment of human rights; 

· Discrimination based on work and descent; and 

· The role of States in the guarantee of human rights with reference to the activities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises.

On procedural matters, the Advisory Committee decided to establish a drafting group to prepare a set of rules of procedure for consideration by the Committee at its next session in January 2009. The drafting group is composed of Mr. Huseynov, Mr. Fix Fierro, Mr. Bengoa, Mr. Heinz, and Mrs. Zulficar.

All decisions will be compiled in the report of the Advisory Committee, which will be published shortly at the OHCHR website. The Advisory Committee will present an oral report on its first session at the Human Rights Council 9th session. 

	Opportunities for NHRIs for Advisory Committee’s next session in January 2009


With regard to the Advisory Committee’s next session, scheduled for January 2009, national human rights institution may, in particular:

· Participate in the session;

· Provide input to the questionnaire on the draft UN Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training, which will be send out shortly by OHCHR;

· Submit written documentation and statements, including on the following thematic subjects at hand: UN Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training; Gender Mainstreaming in the work of the UN; the Right to Food; Elimination of Discrimination Against Persons Affected by Leprosy; and Missing Persons;

· Submit written documentation and statements to the conclusion and completion of the Sub Commission reports on: Discrimination in the criminal justice system; Corruption and its impact on the full enjoyment of human rights; Discrimination based on work and descent; and The role of States in the guarantee of human rights with reference to the activities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises;

· Consider recommending a thematic issue to be placed on the agenda of the Advisory Committee; and 

· Consider organizing a parallel event relevant to one of the substantive agenda items listed above. 
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� For further information, please see � HYPERLINK "http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/advisorycommittee.htm" ��http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/advisorycommittee.htm�. 


� For the full membership, see � HYPERLINK "http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/advisorycommittee/membership.htm" ��http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/advisorycommittee/membership.htm�. 


� In its resolution 6/10, the Human Rights Council had requested the Advisory Committee to prepare a draft declaration on human rights education and training, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, to be presented to the Council for its consideration.


� It its resolution 6/30, the Human Rights Council had requested the Advisory Committee to integrate regularly and systematically a gender perspective into the implementation of its mandate. 
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